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PREFACE 


E W Authors agree in the Ds 
tion of Matrumony,. + Charrom 

calls it a wiſe (a) Bargain, 'a States © 
or an honourable Conjunttton 3. ſame. More. 
keine Criticks call it 4 Wee 1 C. 
2 2 4 ne 


(a) Alatr Os 4s not mw ly N 5p = _ 
gin, becauſe moſt are (now of late mare. eſpecially 2 by 
b #unaped, that one Party, if not both, arg 27 : 

ola. the freedom of \ Choice being. avely of i 
.d. Man, and almoſt never to_the — „ 
Joes well diſpoſing of * Children i ts: undoubtedly, . oY 

+ the weightieſt Cares that: Parents: \ hawe, 
ob . may make em very good Women, . 1 
rheigh/i rtue may make em good Wives," but being. - 8 
ll pair d in the Tab, they may be however: very ws, 
Happy, Too many ok ans are Opinion t bar ther ? 2 4 
have done mighty well, i if they have hedg A085 a. youn Th 
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raw Country Squire with a plentiful Fs Big and 
cur d an unreaſonable Proportion f it. | far; tb 
Daughter . Foiuture, and believe rbere will be ata = 
Woe, here there is no wank © Tet". every. Day beweg, 7 
1, hat where there are great Eſfutet tbert it - 
| always great Felicity i For abr muſeſt of mere A ll 
afſures un, That better is a morſei of Bread Win 
en than a Hales Ox, and hatred here Fils . _ 
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The FREFACE. 


munion of b) Evil and Puniſhments, 4 
Society of (C) Cares and Troubles, But 


without adhering to the Sentiments of 
the one, or the differing Opinions of others 


— _ K 8 


— 


"IE b) Matrimony was intended for our Felicity, 
but our Miſmanagement of the main Matter makes 
it our Miſery: And this is not in the leaſt the fault 


| f the. State, ſo much as of the Parties that enter 


to it : And where our unreaſonable Appetites have 
made us rake wrong Meaſures in it, no wonder if 


it proves our Puniſhment. 


(c) Whoever was pleas'd to think ſo, might be 
* bis choice, but I am of Opinion be de- 
ſerv d it a little; or at leaſt he cught to let us know 
what be means by Care and Trouble: For I dare ap- 
peal to any good Man that ever was in that tate, 
if he thought it not a ſweetning of his daily Labour 
to bring * a Loaf to his poor Family, and ſhare 
it amongſt em. The very Refleion that it was to 
maintain bis Wife and little Babes, made him 


_ Think the Sun and the Rain leſs intollerable; every 


Days Labour contributed ſo much to his Felicity, as 
it did to his Advantage, and no Fatigues of the 
Day can ſo much diſpirit him, but he will play with 


bis Children ivhen he comes home at Night. St. 


Auſtin -/ays, Nullo modo ſunt oneroſi labores 
amantium, ſed etiam ipſi delectant ſicut venan- 


tium, Piſcantium: Intereſt ergo quid ametur, 
nam in eo quod amatur aut non laboratur, aur 


labor amatur— I need not put this into Engliſh for 
the benefit of the Fair Sex ; they all of em know 
that nothing is tromhleſome to em, that tends to tbe 


=  Eteping a Child as it ſhould be: And the ſecres Fey 


© "hat" 
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The PREFACE. 
that Criticixe upon it, I ſhall dene Ma- 
trimony according to the Canomſts, o ſe 


a ſacred Union of Man and Woman, t 


to be diſſol ved but by the Death of one- of. 
them. Matrimonium eſt viri & mills 
lieris Conjunctio individuam vita 
Societatem continenn. 
This is the (d] firſt and moſt ancient 
State, owing its, Inſtitution. to the ſupreme 
43 || Author 


that Parents have in the Health and Welkaving of 
their Children, are impoſſible to be Expfeſt, and can 
be comprehended only by them that baus Children. 
Too many Peoples-Pride indeed Tramples upon natu- 
ral Affection, and but too many others being married 
againſt their Conſent, . ſhew little or no concern fen 
the produit of an abuminated Bed: But this is not 
an Argument that Matrimony is a State of Cave and 
2 tho" it is certain they are unhappily mar. 
ried. 


Man, that Original Fuſt ice, and the quiet Voſſeſſion of 
the Univerſe, in the moſt glorious Condition it ever 


was in, could not make our firſt Parent abſolutely Hap- | 


7 God faid it is not good that Man be alone, 
will make him an Help-meer for him, Gen, 
2. 18. Be Fruitful aud Multiply, was an Injuntti- 
on that anteceded the very Condition of bis Felicity ; 
and we read this poſitive Command before that 


treat Negative one, but of the Tree of Knowledge 4 


7 Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not' eat of it; 
F i the Day tbat ban ff e thes 
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(d) Matrimony is ſo eſſential to the Felicity of 8 
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e PREFACE. 
| Auther of Nature; and for the greater 


Conſequence, becauſe it ts the Foundation 
7 humane Society, the Original of Fami- 
res, und of Kingdoms. Prima Socie- 
tas eſt in Conjugio, quod prin- 
8 urbis, ſeminarium Repub- 
ICæ. | 
Marriage ts not ſolemni xed in the ſame 
manner every where, but the Rules and 
Laws of Marriages are more or leſs ſtrif, 
according to. the Drverfity of Religion 
and Nations. Among the Cbriſtians 
they are the moſt ſerit?, when the preateſh 
Part of ather Religions to make Marri- 
ages more frees eaſie and fruitful, al- 
low (e) Polygamy and (f) Divorce. Net, 
cave hg afina among 


— — 


ſurely die. F in the State of Immocence there wan” 


ted ſomething yet to make Adam perfettly Happy: 
. Doubtleſs we are more imperfect vit bout it now, and 
as Woman was the perfection of the Creation,the finiſh- 


ing ffroak of Nature, and Man's. Felicity, no wonder if 
they arrogate ftill ſome Things extraordinaty to thems- 
ſelves by Virtue of ſo ancient and ſo illuſtrlous a 


_ Charter. And indeed ] believe no Woman ever 


9 * 


Id, but as low'd at one Time or other. 
(e) , Remarkable that in the Creation there 
was. hut one Woman, tho" after ſome proceſs of Time, 
the Sons of Adam took ſeveral Wroes, and even 
WS Concu - 


Concubines were not Criminal. If our modern Poli x 
cy would permit it now, there would not bi nel a. 
claiming againſt a married State; # the reſtrain- 
ing us to one particular Woman, an 4 the Tyranny 
of our Parents to that very Individual one ue can- 
not endure, how can we | &vvid | being Miſerable# 
The Woman too being equally ſenſible of this Re- 
ſtraint, and unbiaſi d by ber own Inchnation, re. 
ceives the colder Offers of her Husbands Lowe with 
Neglect, if not Contempt, and knowing be .. 
Marry any aubere elſe, is very little Sollicitous of bis” 
Tranquility, and looks upon him as her Gaoler that 
ſhould be her Fewel. Whireas on the other Hand, 
if a Man had ſeveral Miues be muſt. needs be ſo 
much the more Happy, as they could nat he ſa re- 
fractory to bis Pleaſure : For the favor of one would 
Compenſate for the unkindneſs of the other, and the 
natural Vanity in Women to deſire to be below'd, 
Would reduce em here to a Neceſſity of being Oben. 
ent: And. farce em to ſt ui bow to Pheaſe, and 
Humour, and barm, and Engage, the good Wilt of 
that Perſon whoſe Love might make em Happy, 
and bo could ſuffer but little by then Contempt,” In 
the Multitude of Rivals the Husband .2yould find 
his Happineſs, every one-with emmlous haſt would 
run to bis Commands; and ftrive for the ori 
ty in his Heart, which would be their Pride i puſs 
eſs, and bis Delight for em ta deſerue, As far 
the great End of Matrimony, which: aua ile pear 
pling the Face of the Earth, I believe few will der 
ny, but four Wiues will bring a Man mare Ghildreu 
than ane alone can . 
(f) Nature has made us incident to no 1 | 


but what ſhe has giuen « a. Remedy fur; And if / © 


there: were not ſuch a Method as Divorcing, an Mit 
happy . Marriage would he s continued | Miſery: 
The Liberty of Parting would make the Hum 
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ö > \ frequently they are, they will both of "em deſire 
14 Divorce, tho neitber of em are Vicious enough to 


The PREFACE. 
among all the different Laws and Cuſtoms 


m the World, there 1s no Nation ſo Bar- 
barous, as not to ſolemnize Marriage with 
ſome "Rites, Ceremonies, and publick 
Rewemgs, Mn Rs 
This made the Author enquire and ob- 
ſerve what are uſed among the Chriſtians, 
Jews, Mahometans and Idolaters, 
which make up the four Religions that 
are known to the World. And as the Re- 


tigton . of the Jews is the moſt Ancient, 


and Oud has been pleaſed in a peculiar 
Manner to honour 1 with the Name of 
his choſen People; their Rites are fir 

deſcribed in this ſmall Treatiſe of Marri- 
age Ceremonies, which is here ſubmut- 
ted to the Judement f the Candid Rea- 
der,. and tis hoped may be to his Satiſ- 
8 


more 447% ar leaſt, if it did not make the Men 


more indulgent. The Neceſſity and Compulſion of 
Living tegetber makes great Part of the e 
And where People are fee d to Marry, as "but too 


deſerve. it. But tis certain, that if « Man'might 
part from his Wife, ſhe would take more care to as 
void the amy of being repudiated. _ _- 
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| S OWE 
REMARKS 
Upon the enſuing 5 
TREATISE. 

t Arriage being the () Port, of 
45 e 2 wi 4 — of 


the Sons and Daughters of 
Eve deſign to touch, fooner 


{i or later; tis no wonder that People are 

I- | Aniver- 

t- * 4 That is ly aP where Shi ride | 
properly a Port 

a at Anchor: Now, where the Cable is not = © 55 

nough to reach the Bottom of the Deep, What 

5 wiſe Maſter will heave our bis An Me. | 


age will bear ſome what of Proportion with an 

Eaſt-· India Voyage, becauſe it is Tedious, tho” it 

be Beneficial. You run ſeveral Riſques of Wind © -: 

and Weather, Enemies and Privatcers, Diſeaſes 

for Commoticy, upon which the Nellie © 
r Commodity, w t or 

Vanity ol the Porchaſer only puts the Price. M ĩð 

late tis become a Trade indeed, or fat, 

gives away 0 4s 
Parliament- 


Sal 
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(49) 
- univerſally Curious, to know how this 
( 5) tickliſn Ceremony is perform d in 
other Countries. We ſind here at home 
that the firſt Place in the Common- 
Prayer-Book that young Maidens ge- 
nerally dip in. is the Service for Matri- 
Fonce knew a raw Girl that could 
readily make all the Reſponſes in that 
Office, before ſhe could Anſwer to one 
Queſtion in her Catechiſm. Which oc- 
caſion'd her Father, who was a grave old 
Gentleman, to with chat thoſe of her Sex 
would take as much care to prepare 
themſelves for cheir latter, as for this 
their ficſt End, for ſo it proyes to mol of 
TQEM,.... 
15 has been frequently ſad thar Vo 
re, and Hanging go by Deſtiny, by 
for BY, part, 1 im 28 Sea 
neither do I believe, with the reſt of the 
World, that Matches are made in Hea- 
ven,” any more than 4 believe that alt 
Oxen arc; bought and ſold there, before 
they come to £mithfeld, Market. But 
ſho” L am no admiret of Deſtiny, a8 5 
TO . fai 
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5 Ws 49 Tegel N we, 115 Fa Matrimony 

ze tempting enough: Nature ſeems" to. plc 
very hand in.tayour of it; but there. .1s. 
e. ach Se Sexes chat it i is very dubious, hes 
ther we are diſappoimed, or. not in, Our molt a 
tiog.ExpeGarions : And, it we aye, baulke; i ir. is 


Ws Portion, and we a Hi #: 5 05 


—S 


we Were tickled at arſt, 


18 Han. 
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3 a few Perſous, whole want bf 


"Fm bs 

ſaid before, yet I wonld not hv, an 
one infer from thence, that L believe 
ther's no manner of reſemblante betten 
Hanging and Marrying: For  FHaugiug; 
with Reverence be it 8 as well as 
Marrying, is perform'd by tying a U 
— which "Deark only diflolves;2and 
then they agree too in this particular; 
(which is more ſuitable to the octaſion of 
the Book) that all civiliz'd Countties in 
the World obſerve different Faſhions in 
one no leſs than che ober. 

The Roman Catholicks maker . 
ment of Matrimony, auc in uence 
of that Notion, pretend it conſers Grace. 
The Proteſtant Divines don't carry Mat- 


ters ſo high, bur ſay this ought to be 


underſtood in a qualified Senſe; and that 
Marriage ſo tar confe:s Grace, as gene- 
rally. Spraking it confers (4) | Repen- 
of of rance, 


. A* 
1 1 
3 881 N 1 0 hs th 4. — e 


ee 
LEY 'Tis molt certain that Death diflolyes: abe 
Rdot of Matrimony, but not of the Exequtioner, 
that he muſt: do himſelf, - or the poor Crüe 
may Hang till he is Dead, Dead, "Dead indeed. 
15 Death did not untie this fatal Knot, which. our 
Tongues had Tide; ſhould be. ae in- 
deed: Not but chat 175 1 would be lels 
effective i in a Family 1 f they had bon Dep Ne- 
ty ſo long, than they are every TPO of heir 
yes, 
(4) No Man mid "feats by ance 
the Haare ee of à State 18 ig 2 
Eno _- 


6129 
tance, which every body knows is a ſtep 
It muſt be confeſs'd on all Hands, 
that Marriage is the moſt ſerious Action 
that a Man can engage in, and therefore 
we ought to think of it, as we do of our 
latter End, with Fear and (e) Trem- 
bling. For this reaſon, I cannot endure 
to hear People paſs their ill · natur d jeſts, 
upon ſo holy an Ordinance. If it is a 
Man's good Fortune to meet with a good 
Wife, he ought to date his happinels in 
this World from that very Moment; and 
if ſhe proves not as he deſires, he ought 
to look over the Catalogue of his _ 


8 


led ge and Care have expos'd to ſome Inconveni- 
encies. - Every Man owes the honour he pretends 
to, to this Inſtitution, and thinks it an unpardo- 
nable Affront to be call'd a Son of a Whore: He 
claims his Eſtate by the Legality of his Birth: 
And calls the Woman his own, becauſe he his 
Married to her, nay, has an incommunicable 
Right to her: If ſome t they are Married, 

_ is a conſiderable) Number repent they are 


(e Every Man muſt Die, but every Man does 
not Marry; why tremble at a diſtant Evil which 
lies generally in our Power to avoid? If a Man 
will not be Trod on, he muſt keep out of th 
Crowd: It he will not be a, Cuckold, -he.m 
continue Single: If he will have a Wife, let 
him take her, and be content. Neighbours Child- 


= ren muſt have Neighbours Fare. 
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( 13 * 

and interpret it as a (f Viſitation, or 4 
at leaſt ro take it patiently. For my — 

commend me to that Gentleman, 
who having married a Lady of an extta- 
ordinary Capacity, never complain'd of 
his fate, nor made his Spouſe uneaſie, 
but honeſtly thank d God, that now be 
had a hole to put his Head in. 

The Ladies that read this Book, will 
find ſufficient reaſon to thank Providence, 
that they were born in ſo good natur d 
an Iſland as ours is, where the Prelimi- 
naries to Marriage are nothing neat ſo 
moroſe and ſevere, as they are in ſome 
Places in the World. To give an in- 
ſtance of this, our Author tell us, 
among the Sabrians (a ſort of Mungtil 
Chriſtians, that live on the Conſines of 


Perfia next Turkey) the Parties mee 
together at Church, the Miniſter makes the _ 
Bride ſwear before the Women, that ſhe is, 3 
a Virgin. As ill an Opinion as he 
World injuſtly entertains of our Females 
I am very well fatisfy'd that there are 
above be Thouſand Conſcientious 
Wives, within the Bills of 3 
that would have loſt all, before the I 
would have taken ſo raſh and i 


— - 
by \ * * 
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7 7 * the — * that can be: - And! 
know no moral Crime deſerves ſo heavy and 
laſting a Puniſhment, unleſs it Fu that of-beliey® 


ing ill of Matrimony, yr... 3 £074 40% 
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| 1. 
an Oath. How is ic poſſible that a Wo- 
man ſhould poſitively ſwear to an ( 4 ) 


imaginary. thing, which may be loſt ( 


Lord knows how) between ſleeping and 
waking? This I am ſure of, that no 
Husband was ever a jot the ſecuter, for 


' preſcribing Arbitrary and Unlawful 


Oaths. 3 

Yet as great a Hardſhip as this may 
ſeem to be, it is nothing in Compariſon 
of what Hardſhips. are practis d in ſome 
Countries, even after the Nuptial Cere- 
monies. are performed. Thus we find, 
T hat among the Greeks, if the Women 
find in the Bed the next Day any Signs 
of a loft Virginity, they make a great Feaſt ; 
but when that is wanting, they ſay nothing, 
the Bridegroom ſending back the (h] Bride 


10 


() Certainly a Maiden head is not a fictiti- 
Gn Pons and tho' many Men have been impos d 
upon, yet one thar has conversd 6a little with 
Anatomy, would know that there was ſuch a ching: 
And as poor an Opinion, as he has of the Fair 
Sex: if he were condemn'd to get all the Maiden- 
heads in his own Pariſh, T fear he would Petition” 
gt ry Ceri W758: * 2 

() An may not we Egli as juſt 
Proceedings as other Countries: 1 3 a 9 
have ventur'd to Marry a young Woman upon 
the report of her own Friends and Relations, and 
find her quite contrary to our i 
ons, we have no Remedy but Patience, and Pru- 


dence to conceal their mutual Iaſamy. If a Wo- 


man has anticipated her Parents deſites, why im- 
poſe upon an honeſt Man?n? 7 ant 


3 


eee 


7 r 


70 her Relations and Friends.” The ſame 
inhumane Cuſtom, is likewiſe obſerw d 
by the Perſiant, as the Reader may | 
ſee, by the Moors of Moroceo'; "ths" 
Inhabitants of the Kingdow of ' Fez ; 

by thoſe of Algiers and Tunis; by the 
Spaniards who retain this Colom from 
the Moors; and lately by- the' Jews 
in Barbary. As for tlie latter f dent 
wonder art it, to find ſuch an Uſage 
among them, becauſe they were ftitt- 
necked People, that was always de- 
manding Signs and Tokens, nor amo 
Infidels and Mahometans, but that any 
Chriſtians that are happily freed from the 
Levitical Bondage, ſhould ſtill hñanker 

after the old ſuperſtitious Leaven, ix 
Matter of the gteateſt Aſtoniſhment t& 
me. I cannot but reflet with Horrour, 
how many Ladies in Eugland that now 
Live comfortably with their Husbands, 
and arc bleſſed with a numerous Huey 
had been fhamefully diſcarded and ſens 
home, if ever fuck an unrighteous Falhis - 
on as this had * footing among us: le 
ſeems to argue à great deal of Cruelty in 
the Men, that ech ſhould reliſh no Pleas 
furcYur what comes at 4 0 Poe 


; — — — — 3 

ee d 8 — the Opera- 
as ever 0 

hang d for deflouring Children of 5 and6 yearsolt 


yet I have ſeen ſome & , 


( 16 ) 

of their deareſt Conſorts. But it is my 
daily Prayer, that Providence will pro- 
tet the Free-born Women of England, 
ſrom ſuch bloody minded Husbands. | 

But tho the greateſt part of the World, 
are ſo extravagantly fond of Virginity, 
yet we find there are ſome People that 
have other Notions of Things, Our Au- 
. thor acquaints us, That when one of 
Conchin Marries, whoſoever he is, he may 
not lie with his Bride the firſt Night, but 
is obliged to give her to a Bramino, who 
lies with her, and that they believe this to 
be a (k) Favour, and a good Omen.  [ 
hope their Pariſhes in this Country are 
not of a large Extent, otherwile. the 
Prieft has more Work upon his Hands, 
than he will go through with, unleſs he 
keeps a Curate or two to relieve him, 
when Marriages come in thick. The; 
Holders-forth of our Conventicles, affect; 
to be thought great Pains-takers,. and. 
really deſerve the Name, for their Bands 
will teſtifie for them both in the Dog- 
days, and out of the. Dog-days, -that 
they Sweat , exceedingly. - But, Alaſs, 
what is this, if conſider d in the ſame, 


— 
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) The Cuſtom of the Country makes it 25 

inlamous to be prevented in the Virginity; and it 
their Ignorance paſles ſo far as ta make it a mar- 
ter of Religion, the Prieſt I think has the — 


of the Lay, who ſtands obliged to Conſecrate it 


e 
Scales" with the Drudgery, that N 
Prieſts undergo in their Miniſtty.” 


have often -wonder'd that the Bop 


Clergy that ſtand up ſo ſtifly for the 
Divine Right of firſt Fruits, don't Troop 
in Shoals to this Kingdom, When they 
Voluntarily pay ſuch an nme 
Tribute to the Church: 

Tis obſervable, ant m moſt Cour. 
tries of the World this Ceremony is 
form d by the Prieſthood,” who,” if t 1 


equally pretended to the 1728 f 
** 


Loofing, as they do to that of Bin, they 
would have more Buſineſs upon their 
Hands than they could well diſpenſe 
with. Only in Turkey, married People 
are joined together by the Cadey, or = 
vil Magiſtrate, and here in Bug land in 


Olivers time by a (1) Juſtice of if Pedtelo 
os Reaſon 0 fot it then was, chm 


— — — — 
* 5 — . — 


0 5 The Clergy always curd every. 5 

ia ce in their own and 

thing call'd Matrimony, pelt ng Iitels £0 ſt 

long ab Mankind, they” in grols'd it at firſt.” 

that there, is any Reaſon aL ſhovld: ak oy 

Prieſt leave to lie with a Woman, when, de 

Lare agreed to it, any more than my Ne 

The Reaſon 8 Ceremony in N bs Evi. 
may pro 


dent, becau 
run, TY from "Pia Wife, and 1 Fon heb q her 


e Heart ſtands not in ne . an Toch. 


4 $4 ate, 2 111 4 15189" 17 <4. 


2 | 
3 


. 


ſtruction. and. Infamiy: Bat, God; bo, 
and knows out mutual aa 1 


— 1 he, who, by his Office Was 
2 J to lay People by the Heels, 


| . 95 
nenn was! fo well Qualified. to., Marry 


i on Dan into the 


1 T have already taken Notice, 7 
ginity is reckon d ſo Eſſential to Marr g 
in ſeveral Countries, that the poor Bei 
is inhumanly diſmiſs d, and ſent home ta 
her Relations if ſhe be found defective 
i that particular; but, in this Author 
wo ſſalf find, chat all the World is not of 
. this Humour, in Pegs, The King, 
thoſe ; of the greateſi 22 — not the 
„n Night wish their Wives, but admit 
— * and () pay them bountiſully that 


2 elpeck to out Women be it ſpoken, 
I humbly. conceive: that one half, at A 
| 9 — Men in this Kingdom, if 

would ſpeak their Minds boely, 
muſt do their Wives this Juſtiee, as to 
own that they ſav d them this Porter's 
Drudgety, as a Monarch (not inferiour 
to 9 ſor Waldom), rightly calld 
it. Our Neighbours of Scotland, before 
n to be civiliz'd, ale to 88 


—— — 3 


1 Th 


to ach it as he can, tho“ if that were a 

amongſt us, I fancy they might have it at eaſſe 
Rates enough, for we fhould find more Volun- 
feers for that War, than Preſ3'd-Men againft the 


0 King of France, * 


and 


give * — the trouble. With all 


"tw very Mir * receives * ought - 


A 


r r 


firſt Night with the Bride, their. Vaſlal, 
but now they have (A) flung ug ſuch a 
troubleſome Piece of State, nd mak 
their Tenants Drudge for chemſelyeg. 
We rail at the Church of Kos or | 
without Reaſon, :. for exacting implicite 
Obedience from her Sons; 1 8 alale, 
what ſignifies it to take a few: Atticles up- 
on the Credit of the Prieſt 1 but to ce 


s- 


grow! Virtudus: But the Prafitic 
Cuſtom. I in Peu t was a Drud 


7 and teri challene's by Fo 


Lin Lang.” refign'd-ahi 7 
: | never reſigu d this Right 
but the Church took it from em, as well a HE 
Jus in Eng/ond, where there are man) Kſtates with 
that Royalty: ow e b blo 
(%) Ir is apparent: from tba, that alter! L Weber 
each other they lik d ond the ant aa 
Man could have it but orice, Mit matters it to 
the World, when they agree to take it, or loſe - 
it. The Man was Honeſt, and the Woman 
Venruteſom: But ſhe knew, that he that ſaw the * 
Pattern, would be ſure to Buy the whole Piece. 


Ba LE 


625 

they were after. See now what it is td 
live under a Free Government, and to 
have Magna Charta on one's fide. * 


*- 


. 


To conclude theſe Reflections, it is 
my hearry Advice, That all umarried 
Perſons would chuſe * themſelves propet 
Spouſes by, the firſt Opportunity, in or- 
der to recruit thoſe Numbers that have 
been deftroy'd ia the Wars, and not ſuf- 
fer their Talents to lie buried in a Nap- 
Kin; for which they muſt ſeverely An- 
ſwer ohe Day. And as for thoſe that 
are Married, 'the beſt way they can take, 
as T preſume, is to live as catie as they 
) can, and following the Counſel "of 
Hobfon, the Carrier, fo to manage them: W 


ſelves, as not to tire befote their Journeys 
THE, Ane 23% od 0956 Viana 


0 ) Since we can't Divine; what pain or plea- 
ſure Providence has in ſtore for us; we ought to 
make the Matrimonial 'Yoak as little gauling to 
us, as poſſibly we can, and ſince we met not, but 
with Intentions of conſtituting ach others Feli. 
city, in part at leaſt, we muſt prudently allow WM 
for being but bare Men, and the unhappy Sons of MW 
Adam,; und therefore in all' the Paſſages of our 
Lives, very far from Angels. But this I dare be 
bold to Advance, that while we kick and ſtrugle 
in the Harneſs; we make the Draught but o 
much the more troubleſome. 5 in ene ß 
{ nnn ITY 4219.30 i & YA >24f3©.3 #363 ; 
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CHAs LE 
The Ri ites obſerved i in the Marr ages | 
of the Jews. 


HE Jews otdinarily m arty their 

Sons at Eighteen Years of Age, 
according to the Laws of the Talmud, 
ſometimes ſogmey to 1 (a) Iacon- 


J erch 


N 
(a) In the Tn to Marriag 
mongſt Chriſtians, it is ſet down in 
lace, and nay ore. heidi oe 9 
the leaſt nor laſt Reaſon Er e tender 
dency as ſhould be berween Man at 
Unce 2 has 4 5 us n ſhe h c 
fafe, lawfu agrecab le Means 6 5 | 
eaQuys 


agreed, many of the Jews both Young 


Place, where the younger take every 
one in their Hands an Earthen Vellel. 


preſum'd to have Prudence, Precaution, Careful- 


Life; yet the Fews indulg'd it through fear of 


of carrying Earthen Veflek, and breaking em, 


ole Delightsand Purpoſes; and that the daffl- 
'_  NgOL em | A OL CHOW 
ture Felicity, but a ſort of Imprecarion, * chat wh 
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(24) 
tinency ; their Daughters may be marri- 
ed as ſoon as they have complcated (9 
Twelve Years and a Day. © N 

When the Marriage of two Perſons is 


and Old get together in ſome covered 


The Marriage Contract is audibly Read, 
and Notice given of the Day of Marri- 
age, and it is alſo declared that the Par- 
ty which ſhall not ſtand to what is A- 
greed, ſhall pay the other ſo much as is 
concerred betwixt them. Afterwards 
they wiih all Happineſs to one another, 
and then the young Fews throw their 
(c) Veſſels on the Ground, concluding 

= the 


(„) So early a diſpoling of their Daughters, 
had doubtleſs an Eye to the Neceſſity of preven- 
ting thoſe unhappy Miſcarriages, which proceed 
from forward Deſires. and irregular Affections. 
For at thoſe tender Years, they can hardly be 


neſs, Diſcretion, or Acquaintance enough with 
the Affairs of the World, to be a wiſe Ailiſtant p 
a Man in the more weighty' Occurrences of his 


more deplorable Conſequences. rl bs i Saad 
(e) Lihould rather imagine that this Ceremot 


was an Emblem of the frailty ot all pur were 


4 


em was not a. Pro 1 
Int 


1247 
a 


0 


* bl „ 1 


which he (4) Bleſſes, and having taſted © 


him, and be merry with him. 


juſt Vengeance of Heaven, and be as Vile in the 


Maker's Bounty; and to ſhew us while 


C r 


might lay 4 Foun 


( 25 ) 

the breaking of them foretels good Por 
tune and Plenty. When they go away 
there is one at the Door, that gives ed. 
ry one a Glaſs of Wine to Drink, and 
ſomerimes Confits. He that is to ble? 
the Marriage takes a Glaſs of Wine, 
it, gives it to the married Couple £6. 
Drink, who afterwards go not abroad for 
(e) eight Days, during which man 
young Men viſit the Husband to divert 


The Woman is obliged to waſh her 
ſelf in cold Water the Day before the 


th —_— — —_— 


ever of them ſhould violate or break their Troth | 
fo ſolemnly plighted in the Preſence of God, and 


the Congregation, ſhould be ſo rended to Pieces 
by the Cares and Anxieties of the World, and the 


—— 


— A. M.A 
- 


Eyes of all good Men, as the uſeleſs ſhreds of thoſe 
Earthen Veſſels. | OE TINGS 
( 4) 'The bleſſing of the Wine is a euch AE: 
knowledgment, that we owe all our Plenty to on 
do 
our Duty chearfully, we may depend upto” his 
evil all our Linderaking * n 
() The Jens were always Fall of-rheir — 2 
ſtitious Ceremonies and Rites, which their Poli 
and Perverſneſs had crowded into the Number 
S which they had the expreſs Commands 
God fer; What wis their Briß by eovciduing/ 
them thus formally Priſoners for eight Dye in 
their own Houſe, I cannot unravel, unleſs ti pre- 
vent their Familiarity with other Perſons; Which 
Aten ' of quſie, dhe worſt 
Ye . n! 


Weed "thatever ſprung up in i. 


1 
nnn 


the Women, who make a great Noiſe, 
that every one may know ſhe is to be a 
Bride. Many of theſe Women Sing and 
Dance in — preſence, but that Levity 
is not approved among thoſe in Years. 
The Bridegroom ſends to the Bride the 
Matcimonial Cincture, or Girdle, with a 
Gold Buckle, the Bride ſends the like to 
him only with this Difference, that the 
Buckle is (/) Silver. | 
The Wedding-day, the Bride is dreſt 
according to her Condition, i. e. as rich- 
ly as ſhe can, after the Faſhions of the 
Country ; then ſhe is conducted by Wo- 
men who Sing before her into a Chamber 
where her Head is dreſſed very finely, 
Whig other Nomen (g) Sing and Dance 
je in 


* 
; < 
» 
— „ 1 * 8 — — — 


0 ] I 1 not be 2 raalicious } in ſtart- 

a ion here, whether from the inequality 

of their Preſents, the Man does not do the Wo- 
man more honour in taking. her to be Lich Wike, 
than ſhe does the Man in 1 to be her 
Lord and Mafter : Much leſs it deter- 


mines the fictitious diſpute between iger and 
= no, and that the Woman in the m 

pF ER Love, receives more ample ample Joy than 

Aike ard Singingrand Dancing cd hich 

1 S a to of 70 
rom any too deep and i 
Kone * -\ no i, - not = 
bt th 3 \ fille ir Spi- 


rits, ST upon a8. wan TK 


. 

in her preſence, to make her chearful, 
they eſteeming theſe Ceremonies very 
acceptable to God. When the Husband 
is to receive the Benediction publickly; 
four young Men a Canopy into 
ſome publick Place, or Garden, where the 
Solemnity is to be performed, 

The Bridegroom accompanied with his 
Friends, and the Bride on the other fide 
with many Women, and Inſtruments of 
Muſick, meet under the Canopy, and 
every one ſays, Blefſed be he that cm 
The Bridegroom walks three timed round 
his Bride, and takes her by the Hand, 
then the Company throw ( Corn up- 
on them with chat ſaying in the 'Scrip. 
ture Phraſe ; Creſcite & Multiplicamiss, 
Encreaſe and Multiply. ooo 

In ſome places with Corn, they theo 
alſo Money, which the poorer Jemt pick 
up. During this Ceremony; the Þride 
holds the Bridegroom by the "Righe- 
hand, and it is neceſſary ſhe turn her 
Face to the Seuth, for the Rabbies have 
left this writ in the Talumd; That if the 


Bed be ſo placed as to look to the (19 | 


26 


South, there ſhall: be many Children. 
The Rabbi which joins them takes a Glaſs 


of Wine, and rehearſing the Prayers that 


are in che Mahzor, after he has taſted 

ives to the married Couple to Drink. 
If f the Bride be a Virgin, he gives her a 
narrow Glaſs, if a Widow, one (4) 
wide, and the Rabbi receiving from the 
Bridegroom a Gold plain Ring, calls 
ſome Witneſſes, and ſhewing it to them, 
as ks if it be Gold. Then he puts it on 
the Brides ſecond Finger, and Reads a- 
loud the Contract of Marriage; aſter 
takes another Glais full of Wine, and gi- 
ving Thanks to God that the new mar- 


ried. Cotple have plighted their Troth, 


py gives it them to drink again: The 
ridegroom having drunk, caſts: the 
Glaſs with all his force againſt the Wall, 
or Ground, that it may break, in memo- 
ry of the (/) Deſtruction of Jeraſalem. 
In ſome; Places _ en Aſhes! on the 

8201 2 > Bride- 


nol * \ 1 
8 . 1 C3 3 
„ 2235 4 1 . ad £4 ALICE 4. ai a a£ — 
* A * 


a k) This is ſuch another Pun, 4s the Politico 
of the Bridal-Bed-; but ſomewhat more Palpable 
and Luſcious. 

(1) Wiſe Men will not let het ayes. be. too 
exceſſive, 27 ſhews a levity of Temper very 


unbeſeeming the Holy Ceremonies they are about 


behides/pvermuch: laughter, is not ſo much an An- 
ea 9 0 27 as Folly yz, 965 Ning nt 
bring ſo; ready wel 1 


ans 


ſctio emem 


God's igen. 222501 7 


| 


| 


(29) 
Bridegroom's Head in memory of the 
7 iy Burnt, and for this very Cauſe, 
he wears a black Cap. on his Head, a8 
they do who are in Moutning. 

The Bride has a black Cap too oil het 
Head, to ſhew the 7 are both afflicted for 
the Deſtruction of rhe Temple, even in 
their greateſt Rejoicings. The matried 
Couple are led to a Banquet, here be- 
ing fat, the Bridegroom is 5 to 
Sing a long Prayer the beſt he 
at the ſame time, an Egg and a Cm) 

Hen dreſt are ſet before the Bride. He 
preſents her a ſmall Piecr of this Hen, 
and preſently the Gueſts, as well Menas 
Women, ſcramble for che reſt, and tear 
in pieces with their Hands, wh 
gets the greateſt ſhare is reputed the 
moſt fortunate of the Company; ſo they 
ſnatch from one another with Out- cxics 
to make the new married merry. As for 
the Egg, which is raw, it is thrown in 
ſome D 78 if there N to 


E are enen and d a pro- 
lik The Hen may give too many; of 


our Modern Wives to underſtand, wy A Eng 
Woman ſhould be Careful, Loving, Induſt 
no gadder Abroad, but with E of 525 1 : 
orating her Family "Aﬀa; rs in lawtu 

ding for her yourig Brood wich ag prove 
Paing, and W's 5 ny are duly Fed, fo i 
$uccour and Defend em Nurſing eir jr Ol: 
dren, being more ef ere 
Women. 


reſt, till they all join in the Dance, The 


(30) 
be a (2) Chriſtian preſent, he is not ſpa- 
red. This Egg is preſented firſt to the 
Bride, that it may be ominous for her 
bearing Children, as cafily as the Hen 
her Eggs, Aſter theſe Diverſions, the 
Table is ſpread with good Meat, and 
then they forget the 9 7 emple and Je- 
When they have Eat, they 
Dance the Wedding Dance, inſtituted 
as they fay) by God himſelf. The moſt 
urable Perſon takes the Bridegroom 
by the Hand, he another, and ſo the 


chieſeſt among the Women likewiſe takes 
the Bride, and they join as the Men, fo 
that the Dance is very long and confuſed; 
The Wedding continues ſometimes eight 


() Differences in Religion always leaves a 
bitterneſi of Contempt upon the Parties, when 
Ser Megs together, and no Ceremonies: are fo 
Holy in themſelves; but this Animoſity will burſt 
out even at the Horns of the Altar. 


(e) We are generally more Maſters of our 
{elves in the beginning of our Entertainment 

than when the Wine and Converſation has add 
freſh Fire to the boiling Blood: We firſt for 
Religion over the variety of our Cups, as if che 
Multitude or Magnitude of our Bleilings made 


us leis indebted to the bountiful Hand that be- 


tows 'em; and no Wonder if we forget our 


Les, after we have fo uogratefully forgotem 
God ue ungrat y 17 


(31) 
Days, but it is expreſly ( p) forbid the 
4 Chriſtian, becauſe 


s to invite 
they believe the good Angels flee their 


Company, 4 and that the bad ones follpyy 
them. 


( 70 That mighty 3 berween Fey and, 
Chriſtian, keeps em always at an 
and variance at the bottom of their —. 
tho? they could not but think their Temple aan 
by the —— of Chriſtians formerly, 
ſome 3 Vet their Poli doc admit t 
Chriſtians at their Weddings, ny be 
Witneſſes of the Legitimacy of their Children, 
which would be ſometimes unh 
Queſtion after their Parents However, 
moſt of the Rites are Innovations, by the more 
modern Fews : For in the beginning 2 75 and 
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The Ceremonies uſed in the 
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CHAP. Wis 


1. een, aud Ceremanies of the Ro- 
man Catholicks. ; hed 78 8 


0 5 1 Phe, & the ü of Nuby 
Wives, is common amongſt the 
but ſo ſtricktly forbid the Chri- 


_ 


m— 


— 9 — 
1 


ev ag 


K 


( 9 * Tho Polygamy was indulg'd the EA to a 
very wonderful Seer Solomon having no leſs 
than 500, to which great Priviledge we muſt add 
that of Concubines, whereof he had 300; yet tis 


. Remarkable, that till the ſixth Generation from 


dow we do not meet with one ſingle Inſtance of 
vr it is faid Pathetically, that Lamech took 


| unto him two Wives. However, if it were a Sin 
in ic ſelf, God would have r eprehended David for 
it. in other Terms than * did in the Affair 


of Uriah, where the Prophet enumerates it as a 


gal Bounty of God to him, that he gave him 


is Maſter's Houſe, and his Maſter's Wives into 


His Boſom; therefore if it had been heinous, God 


would not have tolerated 1 it as he did, 


| 
| 
| 
0 
0 
I 


(33) 

ſtians, that they can have only () one 
Wife on pain of Death, and ſhe they 
muſt marry in the Church, and befote the 
Pariſh Prieſt or Curate. All other Mar- 
riages contracted are declat d Invalid and 

Clandeſtine, and the Ifſue eſteemed Ba- 
ſtards, and alſo diſabled Succeſſion. The 
Ceremonies in the Marriages of the 
Church of Rome have been preſcribed by 
Councils, That of Trent, for the pre- 
venting Abuſes, annuls all Marriages 
not ſolemnized before the (αι Patin 
Prieſt of one of the Parties, and there- 
fore according to the Decrees of the Ro- 
man Church, as on as they have reſol- 
ved a Marriage, the Prieſts of thoſe 
Churches to which the Pariſh are obliged 

to make (4) Publication thtee Sandes, 


— —1P•— 
0 en e 2 wife Man 6nds his Hand full, and 
his Heart full; bis Head full, and his Houle full 

of one Wife, don't he deſerve to be hang d for 4 
Fool, that will be troubled with two? IF 
(e) Tis not that one Prieſt is more elficaciqus, 
than another, or ties the ealicr Knot. but tis os 
ſecure ſo much Perquiſite to their Cute. 1 
(a) Publication is of extraordinary Betieſit and 
Security to the Parties: For by theſe means many 
Marriages may be prevented, which are very. 
unreaſonably concluded on by all Parties; The 
e engag d on one Hand, the young Man 
on the other, and this inconveniency not being 
diſcover'd till tis no longer to be remedied, how. 
many Miſeries does it create to both Families, ' 
But Pride and n kickt it 0 


—_—  . 
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br Feaſts next enlying, that all the Pa. 
tiſnioners having notice of the intended 
Matriage, may declare to the Prieſt, if 
they know it, any lawful Impedimeut. 
When no. Caule appears to hinder the 
Marriage, they are both taken by their 
Parents to the Brides Pariſh Church. 
where they mutually promiſe Marriage 
| before the Prieſt, who asks if they are 
content to be Martied, and if not inga- 
ged before to others. This Ceremony is 
only a Preparation, and a Pledge to re- 
ceive the Sacrament of Marriage, for 
which no one can be relcaſed but in the 
Biſhop's Court, Which condemns either 
ty in Coſts, and Damages, and to a 
Fine, that will depart from it. 


In ſome Biſhopricks after the Matri- 
age 


is reſolyed, they make ſolemn Pro- 
miles before che publication in the Church 
The Day before the Marriage, the be- 
trothed 1 5 Confeſſion go to receive the 
Communion, and the Day following are 
conducted to Church, where the Prieſt 
when he has asked their Names and 
Sucnames, demangs ot. them if they are 
| | 1 err 


2 1 * 8 


ol * the 6 Fates among eſt Te Nobili 
and Gentry, nay, and even the — R 
of Mankind : It being a fort of a Reproathts te 
1 N not 8 be able to buy gerd, | 


rhe Papifts reckoning Matri 
775 are pretty regular in e ng 


(35) 


catitent to be married, if they have made 
no ſolemn Vow or Promiſe of Marriage 
ro others, if they engage to Love and 
Live Faithfully to each other? When all 
theſe Queſtions are anſwet'd in the Af. 
firmative, he Bleſſes the Ring and Thir- 
teen Pieces of Money, Which he gives to 
the Bridegropm. „14 4, 
The Bridegroom firſt puts the Ring 6n 
the fourth Finger of the Bride, ſaying, 
with the Prieſt, With this Ring 1 thee 
Med, and then giving her the Money, 
goes on, With my Goods I thee Eudow:; 
the anſwers with ſome Complement di- 
reed in the Ceremonial, and afterwards 
the Prieſt takes them by their Hands, 
ſaying to them, Ez ego conjungo-u0s in 
nomine Patris, & filit, Ws ſpiritus ſanity, 
Amen. After which he ſprinkles them, 
and all the Company with Holy Water. 
Aſter the Nuptial Benediction, the 
new married aſſiſt at the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Maſs, each holding a lighred (e 
Candle with which they go to kils the 
Crucifix, and preſent Bread and Wine 
to the Prieſt, ' according to the W 55 


— _ 
— . 
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(e] The Roman Catholicks having added this 
to the Number of their Sacraments, - 
have illuſtrated it with a great many Formalities 
anſwerable to the reſt of Yo Toms -of their 
urch; and have made decent — if they. 
3101s 02072 155 e 21 aaut 203 eee 
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Uſage of the Church. If they were ne- 
ver married before, two of their neareſt 
Relations holds a cloth over their Heads 
while the Prieſt tecites the Prayers. 
When the Maſs is ended, the Prieſt 
preſents the Church Regiſter to the new 
married, that they may ſubſcribe the Act 
of Matrimony which he has drawn up; 
after that, they all return in the order 
they came. At Night, before they go 
to Bed, the Prieſt Bleſſes the Bed it ſelf 
where they are to () Conſummate 
their Matrimony. | 2 | 
In moſt Parts of 7raly, the Marriage 
Contract is not made in the Church, but 
only before the Prieſt; then making the 
uſual Publications, they are married at 
Noon with great Ceremony, or before 
Sun riſe, without pomp or any Ceremo- 
ny, the Bride being led to Church by her 
own Father, if alive, or her next Rela» 
. | 
When a noble Venetian marries, a Day 
is appointed for giving the Ring to the 
Bride, whom they call the new married 
Wife, and the Function is performed in 
her Houſe in the preſence of many other 
Mt a Og 4 7 Nobles, 


—— — —— — — — — 

) Notwithſtanding the Prieſt's Goodneſs 

akd Caro in c onſecrating the Nuptial Beds, I am 

of Opinion it makes the Sheets neter 2a whit the 
ber, or the tumbling of em more Prolifick, 

a their Content more conitinual, | | 


637) 
Nobles, theit Relations and Friends that 
come hither, and are invited to an Enter - 
tainment. After this, they formerly ul- 
ed to let the Bride be ſeen uncovered 
in a Gondola, adorned with the richeſt 
Jewels, but now ſhe is to be ſeen in the 
Corſo, and in publick Places with other 
Ladies, her Face cover d with a Veil, 
and led by the ( 45 Bridegroom, who: 
may be freely with her in her Houſe, 
and then they receive the Sacramen 
at Church, and ſo conſummate the Matri- 
mony ; when the Bride's Houſe is open, 
and they have dancing the greateſt part 
af the Night. ' eee 
The Siciliaus uſed hererofore to make 
the Contract, and receive the Nuptial 
Benediction in their own Houſes, and 
only received the Sacrament at the Death 

C orb Fur 
— — — k ——m— — 
( 20 There are too many People whoſe ae- 
quaintance with the Genius of their own Coun- 
try, makes em not expoſe their Women to 
ſuch publick View, as others their Neighbours. 
do; and by this reſtraint tempt more of em to 
be wicked, than perad venture would be ſo; if 
bred up with a more indulgent, and leſs: i- 
ous Hand We cho! they know hey ſeldom. 
ip an portuni ity of being kind, yet unde 
theſe Circumſtances: t 
Becauſe, it a Man ſhould endeavour” any uncom- 
mon Freedom, he is ſure ta be Stabb d. Not, but 
chat che Woman too, may reſtrain ber ſelf a little, 
fee than hazard the conveniences of hee 


ey will truſt em together: 


(38) | 
of one of them, but that is forbid by the 
Council of Trent; the Brides likewiſe 
went on Horſe· back through the City in 
great Pomp and Train, but that cuſtom 
is laid aſide ſince the Invention of Coaches. 
Now after the Articles of Marriage are 
figned, the Bridegroom may converſe 
freely wich his Bride, and ſometimes 
they live many ears in che State of (% 
Matrimony without the Officers of the 
Church. At the Marriages of the Coun- 
try People they Dance very much, and 
there is always a great Number of Gueſts, 
Relations and others, for they ate oblig- 
ed to regale the new married, when they 
have been entertained rhree Times. "Their 
Feaſts — with bak't Meats ana, Rice- 

milk. toka 1 . 

In Ide the Daadegsbm, N 
by his Relations and Friends, goes to 
Wait upon the Bride at her Houſe, to 
OBOE ere to Gland. He goes firſt 

nwo wid: 3 Tit 2 
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of 50 The Helonders do 90 many Mane and 
.- - have ſeveral Children before they paſs chrough 
the Formalities of the Church; nay, defer it me. 
times till the very inſtant of Death : | Arid the 
Children Born in ſuch Familiarity and Cohabira- 
tion are every where look d upon, and inherit 48 
Legitimate: So that the Beneds n of the Priclt. 
ly Function ĩs not thou * neceflary 
Hu in aber las they ho not Criminal: 
in ot ces an _ 8 
P09 ee a 1 


(39) 
betwixt, two of his kindred, and is fol- 
lowed by all the young. Men, who walk 
two ap two together, the married Men 
preced ing in the Ceremony. The Bride 
comes a « dreſh i in her beſt Apparel, ha- 
ving on her Head a little Crown, of white 
Flowers, or Pearls, and in. ſofne_ Place, 
they appear with cheir Heads 1 0 an 
their Hair hanging down. TWo of h 
ncareſt Kindred lead her by the Hank 
and ſhe is followed by all the Maidens _ 
invited to the Weddiog, in the ſame or- 
der as the young Men 8590 vet ones 
having a little Crown like to chat 7 
Bride All the other Women then fol. 
low 18 15 to the neacneſs of their 
Relation, and the Proceſſion ends with a 
Servant of che Bridegtoom, or Bride, 
who carries the Bread in one Hand, and 
the Wine in the other, Which the New 
married are obliged to 18 in oy 
Church. They return then from thi 
Church in the ſame order they went, on 

1 7 mutually change thole who lead of 


In forthe Provitieis as foot 8 they A 
perurned home from Church, chey hape 
an Entertainment, and all their Kindred, 


Fei bg an V/A their OO 
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ſents, and lay them in a large Baſin chat 
ſtands before the new married People, 
the Violins and other muſical Inſtru- 
ments paying beende - in others, they 
make their Preſents the Day after the 
Marriage, and in ſome again it is not 
Cuſtomary to preſent at all. wh 
The Bridegroom fits not down to the 
Entertainment with his Friend, but ſtands 
ehind the Bride, who is in the moſt 


_ Honourable place, he being obliged to 


ſerye Her, and ſee every thing accommo- 
dared for Her in the belt Diſpoſition and 
Order. After the Feaſt he leads her 
to Dance, the young Men and the Maid- 
ens continue Dancing, while the married 
Men and Women after a convenient 
Time attend the new married Couple to 
the Chamber where they are to lie. The 
Bride uſes ſome () Entreary before the 
ſuffers her ſelf to be undreſt, but after 


of 1 up the common Charges of the Wed. 
_ Feaſt.: For no Relation or Acquaintance 
will refuſe. to make his perſonal Appearance at 
ſuch a critical Juncture; for it would not only 
look niggardly and Arr. in them; but give 
the ſame. handle to all the Company to re- 

ſe them coming, when they either married 

hemſelves, or any of their Friends; tis a com- 
pendious Way of knowing what you have to truſt 
to on T 770 
( What a formal Piece of Hypocriſie is this 
to trifle away Time in, retatding what peradvert- 
ture ſhe only married ſo r. 


(40) 
2 little reſiſtance, pretending to ſubmix 
to force, is delivered over to the Bride- 
groom to conſummate the Marriage, and 
co gain, as they call it, her Dowry': In 
ſome places the poor Bride has not the 
liberty to go to Bed when'the pleaſes, 
becauſe thcy teaze Her fixſt very much, 
and oftentimes after ſhe has been lead 
about all (/) Night, they give her in 
the Morning to her Bridegroom, who 
pays ſome Money to the Bride-men for 
Her 7 nu ery WEIS! > 


The next Day the new married re- 
ceive the Complements of all their Rela- 
tions and Friends, and likewiſe of their 

Neighbours, to whom it is cuſtomary to 
make ſome Entertainment. AT on 
the Bride receives the Viſits dreſt; and 


upon her Bed, and by Candle Light r. 


ly; but now the greater part of Perſons 
of Quality there, privately marry in the 
Night, and without any Ceremony. 
Tat -M 16G 6.94% b bl 
— en — 
(1) This is a good reaſonable practice; be- 
cauſe the hunting the Woman down takes from 
her natural Vigor, and makes the Man a more 
equal Chinapion in the Liſts. In ſome parts of 
France, the Bride and Bridegroom are put to 
and look up while the Company dance, 
after they have been in Bed about two Hours, 
the Company re-enters with a Sack. Poſſet or Hy- 
E ſitting round the Bed, drink and 
ugh, and 124 with the new matried Couple: 
And this is done out of Cotmplacency to the Man, 
ro get him a Breathing-while:: 0! 14 00 77 
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The Spaniards (m uſe in a manner the 
ſame Rites as the French and Jallant, 
but have beſides a cuſtom which chey 
retain from the Moors, who were a long 
time maſters. of theit Country, to ex- 
pole to view the morning after the Mar- 


riage, out of a Balcony: or Window, 
the Sheets in which the new married lay, 
to teſtiſie the Bride's Virginity, _—_ 
it in theit Language, 4 verginiahd 4e 


Muclbes. 28110 
Formerly the Gaal married none 


but thoſe of their own Nation, to keep 
eee 0 10 —_ an the Incrſts 
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a) — e 2 Deer Tas, 1 
meet Gut al bels Seel 2 
much, i of theſe es, and e 
ſes the Tr. hies, theſe Enſig 1 Pe his Fortitude 
nor Tell em indecent aber, becauſe it was 
a Law of My/es, and therefore from God hiqſelf 
ee dah Wer no longer that Dae ion 4 

keeping their rev 177 the Spaniard Hhould 
think migtit Wave this ondetightful Speftarle-; 
r admitting the worſt, there is not more dithcul- 
iy for a Woman counterfeiting this. than. her 
Maiden head: So that this Oſtentation is not a 

N the Woman's Virginity, tho it 
one of the Mens Vanity / + 

', (mn af. The they kept chemſelves Fee tom e 
Delt of their: Neibours, they likewiſe: deprav's 
themſelyes of che beneHr of their Friendihip,” Ang 

ifore'd thus to marry amengſt t 
young Man had not ſo much room top 
tune, but was oblig da marry: into ſuch 

F And ert bi 


diebe 
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other People. They married not their 
Daughters till arrived to a competent Age, 
and their young Men were backward 
enough in their Amours, from whenee 
it came that the Children of two grown 
Perſons, and ſtrong in their 
Age, were large and robuſt. They ob. 
ſerve ſtill not to marry their Sons; but to 
Women that are Luſty, Vigorous,” axe 
likely to breed Children well. Thie 'Rites 
and Ceremonies of their Marriages, 250 
like thoſe. of othet Nations in Buropr. 
Only they have chis ſingular among 
them, that the young Women Which are 
Marrisgeable, wear at the Marriages of 
their Companions, { Crowns of Gold ot 
Flowers, which are not uſed by e 
All che Gueſts wake ſome Preſent of 
Jewel or Money, eichet Gold or Silver; 
which Offerings ate put into a Baſin, ſer 
near the Bride, 4 among the 
Women at Table, and this is always at. 
tended with ſome words of excuſe. There 
ate alſo ſome free Marriages, where rich 
Perſons. are at all the expence, and o- 
chers, where every one pays for himfelf, 
and theſe: Entertainments laſt at leaſt 
three Days during which time, the ne 
m 7. are. atte wy 2 by great Nambers 
of ; Perſons, - — that an Aiſa 
| ſhall have oft-rimes more than Sinty of 


wagen Raak chat ſtall bear fee 
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ny, for the more he has, the greater Re. 
putation it gives him. Perſons of Ho- 
nour and Quality uſe to give the next | 
morning after the Conſummation af the 
Marriage, their Bride a Chain of ( 
Gold, or ſome other Jewel, in recom- 
pence for her loſt Virginity, and this 
Regale or Preſent is call d Morgengal, be- 

cauſe they give it as ſoon as they riſe. 
If any Woman marries a Man after ſhe 
has been enjoyed by him, ſhe goes early 
to Church without any Muſick, and ſome- 
times, eſpecially in the Country, all the 
Neighbours having Crowns of Strau, 
accompany her and the Bridegroom to 
Church. In many places the Bride is 
obliged to renounce all the Rights of het 
Family, which is done by throwing 
Straw into her Parents Houſe; and if the 
Bride cries not when ſhe is married, that 
gives ſuſpition of her Chaſtity ; O to 
prevent ſuch a cenſure, many uſe Art to 
make Tears cou-inqmmmem. 
ir gott, facing on ot 
(9) The fondneſs of ſome Men laid the Foun- 
dation for the ſlineſs of ſome Women, to ex 
What they had not a juſtifiable Title to. And one 
thinking himſelf under a Neceſſity of following 
ſuch a prejdicial Example, rather than Have his 
Honour or Affection call'd in Sutton, e now 
10 eſtabliſl'd a Practice, that What with one! Pre- 
e Woman balk her own ay 

| £ 
n the wh hs aj Va not 0. | br W al- 
Ways Portions, but never Jointures till of lae. 
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The Fraxconians obſerve in their Mat- 
riages to have the Bridegroom walk be- 
twixt two Perſons, Drums and Trum- 
pers going before, and the Relations 
and Friends follow him two and two to 
the Door of the Church, where they ſtay 
and wait the coming of the Bride ; before 
whom ſome ſingers walk with many 
Maidens, and after her follow a great 
number of Women wearing long Mantles 
of black Cloath, which are faſtened about 
their Necks by Silver Buttons, and con- 
tract Marriage in the preſence of the 
E Prieſts according to the uſage of the Ro- 
man Chur b. | PAGE 
In Poland, and eſpecially in the Coun- 
tries of Pruſſia, Samogitia and Lithuania, 
the young Women do not marry before 
the Age of twenty-four Vears, or at 
leaſt not before they have wrought with 
their (p) own Hands Cloath and Gar- 
ments to preſent every one that attends. 
their Bridegroom to Church. When the 
1M en een 
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( 7 How N would the Engliſh. Ladies 
be, if reduced to Io ſevere work than Pagan 
Inſtitutions ; not Marry till twenty-four Years o 
Age? Why we have many that are Grandmo-. 
thers at that Age: And not to Marry till they had. 
wrought ſo much Cloth, this is more execrable 
than tother ; we ſhould not have ten Women 
married in England in four and twenty Generati-, 
on um, only che Bridegroom's Brothers Went 
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646 | 
Father ſeeks a Wife for his Son, he con- 
ſiders neither Beauty nor Fortune, but 
only her (7) Manners, whether ſhe be 
of an agreeable Age, if ſhe. has a, body 
likely to conceive and bear Children, 
ann found ſuch an one, ſhe is taken 


away by ſome of the Bridegroom's Kind- 
red, after which they apply for the Fa. 
ther's conſent to  compleat the Marriage 
Theſe People retain ſtill many Relicks of 
Pagan Superſtitions; for in the Functions 
or Ceremonies of Matrimony, - they 
make the Bride go three Times round the 
Fire, then ſit down, waſh her Feer, and 
with that Water ſprinkle the Bed, and all 
the moveables that belong to the new 
married Couple. They anoint the Bride's 
Mouth with Honey, cover het Eyes with 
a Veil, and ſo lead her blindfold to all 
the Doors of the Houſe, which ſhe mult 
ſtrike with her Right-Foot, They throw 
Wheat, Rye, Oats, Barley, Rice and 
Beans, at the Doors, ſaying, That the 
Bride ſhall never want any of thoſe 

IL Grains 
—— ͤö(x 

We ſhould not have ſo many Scandalous 
Trials and Divorces, if our Parents would be thus 
Wiſe, to incur us to love Virtue, and the in- 
ward Riches of the Mind, and value a Woman 
for ker Goodnefs, not her Knick Knack-Graces. 
Beauty is a good Accident in a Wife, not always 
material; for a nice Appetite. ſhews a weak Sto- 
mach, therefore is it that we ate © Effeminate, 
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we muſt have Sa were. 
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Grains if ſhe continue to be devout in her 
Religion, and takes care of the Affairs 
of her Family. That done, they take 
the Veil from before her Eyes, and have 
a Banquet; but at Night, when ir 18 
time to go to Bed, they Dance and cut 
off her Hair, then ſome of the Women 
wrap her Head in a white Lianen Cloath, 
which ſhe may wear till ſhe have a Son 
Born, for till then ſhe is called à Girl. 
Laſtty, She is taken toe her Chamber, 
where after being jocularly Pinched and 
Beat, they deliver her to her Bridegroony 
who they give to eat () Godt er Bear 
Stones together, inſtead of 'Sweet-meats 
and other Delicacies, which are of 
Opinion, help Procreation, and thereſpre 
in their Marriage Feaſts, they have no 
Fleſh of any Creature that was (Gele. 
In the Iſland of Goa, rhe Chriſtians 
that marry, never fee their Brides but at 
FUR Church, 
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(r) All People at Weddings have a wicked 
Intention of e. Leachery: Some do it 
more Clandeſtinly, but every one wiſhes well to 
that part of the Mathematicks: And theſe publicie 
doings at Weddings do inflame other — 
and put that into ſome of their Heads, that other- 
wiſe would not have been. So one Wedding be- 
() For che ſame Reaſon I would haue na 
Meats at thoſe Nuptial Entertainments, that were 
of horned: Beaſts. The Omen might be as good, 
and as infallibly Happen our. 
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Church, and without ſpeaking to theni; 
When ſhe gives leave, they go with 4 
Prieſt to her at her own Houſe, where 
they make a Solemn Promiſe of Matri- 
mony. After this the Bridegroom may 
viſit her, but he is nor ſuffered to be a- 
lone with her. Indeed there are ſome; 
who will not be content to ſee their Brides 
in (F?) a Church, where they know they 
are artificially Dreſt and Painted, there- 
fore go and obſerve them ar home, to 
view them bettex, and it is the Cuſtom 
that after they are married, they never, 
() paint nor dreſs fine more. The ma- 
trimonial Offices are ordinarily performed 
after Noon, and then they go to Church 
in great Splendor. The Bridegroom ſhall 
be ſometimes attended by eighty or an 
hundred Men on Horſe- back, all Fine and 
Glorious, beſides the Relations and 
Friends of both parties who aſſiſt there. 
The Bride is likewiſe accompanied with 
other Women, and many Licters, and 
in 
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(.:) 'Tisa great Diſappointment to a fond Lov: 
er to wake and find that an old ugly Hag in his 
Arms, which he thought an Angel when he went 


ro Bed. : 
-(«) When the Fiſh is caught, ay with the 
Net. However this is Pardonable, and I may ſay 


Commendable too, not to endeavour the — 
every Body, when you are ſure of a H | 
your own. I wiſh the Engliſh Ladies would re; 
r 
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in their little Coaches full of her Relati- 
ons or Friends. She is lead by two: of 
her neareſt a- Kin, as her Husband is by 
two of his: When married, they are 
brought home in in the ſame order, with 
the found of Trumpets, Cornets, and 
other muſical Inſtruments, every one as 
they paſs by throwing Flowers, ſweet. 
Waters, and Confits upon them, — 
are gathered up by the Servants that 
wait on them. When they are at the 
Door of their Houſe; the new married 
enter with their F riends, and neareſt 
Kindred, thoſe which ſtay behind, are 
thanked for the Honour oy have en 
them, who out of Gallantry ride up and 
down in the Streets, and have tilting 
with Lances of light Canes (being very 
skilful at ron ing them) combating 
with Oranges and Limmons in ſight of 
the new married, and others that get in- 
to the Balcoriies to ſee the Niverſions:. | 
That done, they all light from cheir 

orſes, and are taken into a Ground- 


toom, where they are treated with all 


ſorts of Fruits, and Sweet · Meats, ad 
Wines. Aſter they have taken their 
Leaves, the Entertainment of the Relati- 
ons begins, which never laſts long, be- 
cauſe it is the cuſtom in theſe Countries 
to 80 & to Bed * Sun-ſet. The new 
D married 
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(50) 
matried without other (v) Ceremony 
retire to the Chamher provided for them. 
The Stlavonians of rhe Republict of 
Raguſa join not in Alliance, but with Per- 
ſons of their (&) own Rank; 7. e. the 
Noble with the Noble, inſomuch, that 
Aa Gentleman caunot hope for a Citizen 
or Stranger, becauſe he may not bting 
into his Family ſtrange Blood leſs Noble, 
which would be to debaſe it. Therefore 
the number of noble Families is ſo leſſen- 
ed,” that there ate ſcarce twenty or twen- 
ty-five that have the e of 
"2 in | . do eir 


() All that buſtle and ſtit that is ſo generally 
made at putting the Bride and Bridegroom to Bed, 
I think is very Impertigent ; and I might have 
added undecent too: For 145 a hurry of People 

ping and Itaring, and jeſting, and 1 ing upon 
hem, cannot but put them both into a Diſorder 
and Confution ; and a Woman muſt have a very 

eat Stock ol Aſſurance, not to Bluſh at ſo many 

liſorderly Ralleries. F 

(x) This piece of Policy has ever had unhap- 
py Effects at the long run: For it Circumſcribes 
2 young Man's Affection, and frequently reduces 
him to be an unhappy Husband, . and a por 1 
rent... The Spaniards are of this proud haugh * 
Temper, which reduces noble Families in prbctſs of 
Time to beggary. In England ſubſtance oti the ont 
Side, and Honour on the other, makes a very 
good Alloy: And the Vanity of the Citifens from 
Time to Time buoys up the ſinking Nobility. It's 
by ſo much the more to be encouraged, as it part. 

F. heck up that mighty Breach, which mutual 
Pride creates between the Diſproportions of their 

Qualities, 


r a 
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(51) 
their publick Aﬀairs. However, if any 


of the Nobility deſires for the intereſt of 


his Family, or for any other end to take 
a Foreigner to Wife, provided ſhe be No- 
ble, and of the Country which 'extendy 
from Zara to Cattare, and not other- 
wiſe, he may do it, and if ſhe have two 
thouſand Ducats of Gold for. her Portion, 
As ro the Marriages in the Country, 
they are thus regulated by a Decree, a 

particular Law, that have aſſigned 3 


thouſand Ducats of Gold for de 


Man, but that is not ſtrictly oblery 
for there are many Fathers give. their 
Sons Four, Five, Six, nay, ld many 
thouſand Ducats as may anſwer che Por. 
tions of the Wives they Marty. They 
make theſe Proviſions in ()) ready Mo- 
ney, and a Man is not allowed to ſee his 
Miſtreſs before the contract be Eſtabliſh- 
ed, having then free Liberty to viſit her, 
but before their Marriages. arg actually 
Solemnized they make no Preſents, 
When a young Woman is married, ſhe 
* le e 


— 


2 Married People haye one lingular Adyans | 


tage by this Ceremony: For as they may, not. l- 
ways receive ſo much as they expected, -yer the 


ve. none of the Vexations of Law Suits, in 


orcing Parents o pay what they were but 100 
in uh; 0am And ſuch : unhappy Di- 
appointments have trequently tended io the vin 
the ang, Coup Fortune, and the utter 
Deſtruction of their Peace at Home. ; 
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may wear Silk for a Month to diſtin- 
guiſh her from others, that wear only 
Cloath, and the Ladies afrer Marriage 
are obliged always to wear at the Feaits 
a Cap lin'd with Red, to diſtinguiſhthem 

from (2) Tradeſmen's Wives. K 
The Flemmings, and their Neighbours, 
are very ready to marry with Strangers, 
upon any Overture: But among them it 
| is a thing of the greateſt ſhame and re- 
proach for a young Man to marty an (a) 
old Woman, or an old Man a (4) young 
Woman. The common People never ar- 
tive to marry a Gentlewoman, nor does 
one that is Noble ever marry a Commo- 
ner, and it is never ſeen, as in France, 
that a Maſter marries his (c) Maid, or a 
Fo ne 
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1 4) Such a Garb in Eng/and might be ſooner 
prov'd Convenient, than the Women brought to 
comply with it. tart r | 
_ (a y As this would be a great Baulk to young- 
er Brothers amongſt us, ſo to make it leſs Odious, 
we have found out more Reaſons for Matrimony, 
than barely Propagation. Lr 
(5) If a Man is pleas'd with his Wife, ſuch a 
diſparity in their Years brings a great deal of 
Conſdlat ion to Tome of his Neighbours. 

* This is the benefit of the Engliſh, that 
With a little Management, and a propitious 
 Planier; a Servant 


aid may hope to be a Lady, 


| _ and a waiting Woman, a Countch, 


(53) bw 
Lady her (4) Servant. Then Gentle- 
men diſtinguiſh in their eſtcem the old- 
eſt Daughters, though they make them 


all equal in their Forrunes, and often re- 
fuſe their (e) eldeſt, When they would 
be glad to marry any of their other 
Daughters. > 13 62.50 
—— — —4—ä— . — 
(4) Where a Lady is ſo beſotted, to throw 
away her. ſelf upon one of her menial Dome- 
ſticks, her ſhame is puniſhmear enough. For ſhe 
does not enoble her Husband by Marrying him, 
tho' a Man of Quality does his Wife by Mar 
ing her: Therefore tis equally unpardonable ag 
it is common. : $55 LES 
ce) Many Men have repented this Superſtiti- 
on, of diſpoiing of their Daughters according to 
E Seniority ; for the Siſter I like beſt, is fiteſt 
one to Marry, not the that was Born firſt, 


. 
as * At 
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CHAP. HI. 
The Cuſtoms of the Lutherans, * | 


"HE Lutherans have their Marri- 
ages celebrated in the Church a 
ter the manner of the Romaniſts, and go 
thicher in great Pomp and Solemnity o 
receive the Matrimonial ( a.) Bene- 


—— » HI 4 


* we” If we may draw-ſhame Concluſions from al- 
moſt every Family, firſt or laſt we ſhould not think 
che Henediction worth the Pomp: And the 9 


* 8 


* 


diction from one of their Prieſts and 

n Miniſters. In * Argen- 
rgentcina 7s the . : 

el Alſatia Tua, and rhe Country 

Germany, c- round about, when any 


, Sbnalbu uw Nv young Man makes Love, 


he declares his Affecti- 
on to his Miſtreſs by Letter, or ſome o- 
ther way, after which he goes at Night 
wich fome of his Friends, and a great 


Number of Torches to give her a Sere- 


nad; and this being continued two or 
chree Nights, if ſhe looks not out at the 
Balcony, he may be farisfied his Gallan- 
try-is.not accepted, and that he ſhall not 
ſucceeds but if the appear, he may then 
go and diſeourſe her in an Evening, but 
in the prefence of her Servants. When 
the Marriage is agrecd, if the Trumpets 
ſound on 5) Mondays and Wedneſdays, 
they give notice of a Marriage, and at 
break of Day, and that it is of a Tradeſ- 

man, for thoſe Days arc peculiar 3 
| 3 an 


. te. Hs. it. ts 


) The Reaſon of this Nieety is not at all ap- 
parent to me ; For if they are obliged to pro- 
mulge that it is -2 Tradeſman, Why a ar 
Day fer it, ſince that is but a praſtical Fautolo- 
gy Fhoꝰ perad venture theꝝ do it to i ſhewyi the 

lavery of the inferiour Rams of Mankind in 
their Government. * 


o 


ELSE 
and the Gentlemen and Ladies are mat 
ried on the other Days of tlie Werk. 
There are alſo ſome free Martiages, 
where all the expence is defrayed by the 
new married, when in others every" one 
pays his (c) ſhare. 3 0 

Saxony, when one of Quality mar- 
ries, the young Gentlemen, wich the 
Ladies of the Neighbourhood, go withe 
out being invited to the Wedding eaſt, 
which he is obliged according tc che 
Cuſtom of the Country to prepare plens - 
tifully. The Gentlemen ſtrictly obſerve 
not to marry with Tradeſmens Daugh- 
ters, or. thoſe of the Commonalty, how 
rich ſoever they arc, becauſe that brings 
a diſhonour upon their Families; and if 
any one withour conſidering his Quality 
marries a Commoner for her Fortune, he 
runs a riſque, beſides the Infamy, of 
being 0 a ) killed by the other Gentle- 
men. D 4 Among 

(e) There is ſomething of Generoſity in ma- 
king merry with ones Friends, when ꝰtis done not 


at their expence, and every one may expect 'a 
welcome, that comes to pay his Club 
1 ) This is puſhing their . to an un- 
tihahle Qut rage Fort it every Man was to be 
mi er'd for an imprudent deer they would 
ut wad repent of their ſeverity. Beſides the ho- 
confer d by che Father, and not hy: che 
2 10 A5 z there that we ought to be moſt Cu- 
All wife Men value ET EP as the 
ld n of fuch Men, not ſuch Women; not bus 
ha T2 Hes Td 51 8 is the mand | 


; 


Among the Goths, Swedes and Daves, 
many Ceremonies .are uſed in their Mar- 
riages ; for after the Parents of the 
young Lady are intormed of the Quali- 
ries of him that ſeeks her in Marriage, 
the Father preſents her to him in cheſe 
Words, I give you my Daughter to be your 
Wife, to honour you, to take part in your 
Bed, to have the Keys of your (e) Houſe, 
and the third part of your Goods, moveable 
and unmaveable. Then they add other 
Religious Ceremonies, attending the 
Bride to Church the Day appointed with 
a great Number of Torches, from which 
hang little Cords and Silk (F) Ribbons 
of divers Colours, 

When the Bride is to be given to her 
Husband, ſhe goes to a Bath in fe 
pany of ſeveral Women, thoſe of her 
own Age goes before her, and carry in 
this Proceſſion, Veſſels of Beer or Wine, 
Cinnamon, Sugar and Cakes for their 
Refreſhment and Entertainment. When 
they come out they have all Garlands of 

1 8 Flowers, 


e) She being a __ Houſe-wife, is the next 
Eſſential quality to that of being a Virtuous Wo- 
man: 'Tho' ſomewhat out of Faſhion of late 
Years, as well as the other. Sd 

J) From this Decoration of the Torches we 
may probably Conjecture, that We retain the Cu- 
ſtom of Wedding Favours, tho we have aboliſh d 
the Proceſſion of lighted Tapers, as being a Rem- 
nant of Rome in her prevaricated State. 


— 


. 
Flowers, and only the young Women 
Sup with the Bride. The Gentlemen 
marry not, but with thoſe of their own 
Quality; and among the common Peo- - 
ple, the Parents and Friends preſent the 
Bride with a (g) Pig, Sheep or Cow, 
and the Bridegroom with a Colt, Dog, 
Cat, or Gooſe. . 0% 1 
In * Livonia when 5: on 
Bride is lead to Church, JOE. 
ſhe appears with a Crown pe 7 
on her Head of Silver Gilt, 0 
and very High, and all the Women 
and Maids walk before eover d over in 
133 and long red Veils gentilely 
Dre | 25 Att 


1 


— — 


( 22 Tho chere may be ſomewhat of Anal 
in theſe Preſents to the Bride, yet a Dog, a 
and a Gooſe are not very good Omens I 
think : For to live like Dog and Cat together, is 
not what the Man propoſes ; and 9 | 


thing better, I am ſure he is a very 


s LT 


6358.0 
Been. 


Nie Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of ile 
Calxiniſts. 9 


of the "Lutherans, follow thoſe 
uſed among the:Ca/v;niſts of Geneva, the 
Dutch and others of chat Opinion. 
When the Parties have conſented to 
marry, they join Hands, and plight their 
Troth before one of their Miniſters, and 
At uch meeting, it is uſual to make them 
Drink. He that Officiates takes (a) 


A's the Ceremonies and Cuſtoms 


LS 77 < 


to the Bride, and Hers to Him; : after 
Which g -Pridegroom puts the Ring on 
His Bride's Finger. But before they 
marry, the Miniſter ought to publiſh in 
the 


ll 
ͤ— 


: () The two Glafſesthew both Parties, ought 

to bear a Proportion to each other, in all the 
Goods of Fortune: The mixing their Wines im- 
plies the myſtical Coalition in Matrimony, of 
their two becoming one Fleſh; the exchange of 
Glaſſes is to give us to underſtand, that as one 
participates the other's Goods, the other ought 
reciptocally to receive a Melioration in their Cir- 
cumſtances from the other. The Wine carries, 
under it a Shadow of plenty Joy and Comfort. 


* 
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(59) 
the Church the Bans of Matrimony: three 
Sundays ſucceſſively, to know if chere be 
any impediment, and after this Publica- 
tion they have a Licenſe from the firſt 
(% Syndick of che place ta marry. 
Then the Bride goes: to Church with 
her Relations and Friends, wearing A 
Garland of Flowers on her Head, and a 
Noſe- gay ſtuck in her Breſt, led by tw 
young Men of her neareſt Kindred, at- 
tended by Virgins that follow, with the 
reſt of her Relations, Friends and Gueſis. 
When ſhe comes out of Church ſhe is Jed 
to her Husband's Houſe by her meateſt 
Relations. The Widows that Marry 
have not the Garlands of Flowers on 
their Heads, but only the Noſe- gays, 
and are led by other Widows, their Co- 


he Inbabiants of 

The Inhabitants o — 
* Frifee former|y-fought  ,, Ha 
not after Riches, nx 


* 


A (c) Beautiful and Virtuons 


40 
Woman, 
| ANAL | 
(Every conſiderable *Magiltrate is as g00t 
an Evidence df the, mutual conſent of Parties, as 
the Parſon of the Pariſh : But as amongſt the F 
liſh, the ſpiritual Parties have 5 55 the WH 
olument to themſelves ; theſe” being not alto- 
gether ſo great Bubbles to their black Coats, haye 
taken ſo much prudent Cate as to divide, che 
Spoiles wich their Eccleſiaſticks. 1 (8 
(e) Tho' their Loves were not Mercenary, 
et they were fo wile as wd get the three moſt da- 
uable Qualities, thar ever could prevail with a 
wWiſe Man to alter his Condition, © . 


71 
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< 60 { 
and of the fame rank, fo that often 2 
Gentleman that was rich married a young 
Woman without Fortune, and only valu- 
able for her Beauty and Virtue. Now 
they ſeek for Riches, and (4) high 
Birth, as well as other People. e 
Bride goes to Church with a Crown on 
her Head, a great Number of you 
Girls going before her; they marry af 


... ter the manner of the other Calvinifs, 


e.ſteem themſelves obliged accordin 


and the Office being ended, entertain 
thoſe invited. Among them only the 
Relations preſent the new married, wa 


the value of the Preſents. All Day t 5 

Dance in the Bridegroom s Houſe, to di- 
vers Inſtruments of Muſick ; the next 
Day the Bride appears with her Head 
cover'd, and _ all her Gueſts a Glaſs 


8 of 
(e) om to ſubrrat fam the glories 7 Na 
ble Birth on the Woman's fide, I wiſh many 
would but weigh the unhappy Conſequences of 
ſuch 7 and the unfortunate, as well as very 
frequ ex Ship. wrecks in Gentlemen's "Eſtates; | 
this would deter a cautious Man wy linking 
3 lp þ udſegually ; or as Pride and Vanity 
1 5 efitation and Peryerſeneſs make up oe 1 
Eſſence of Woman, a Birth on their P 
Ne ſuperior to the Man's Ciraunttanced [aus 
be his undoing; Recauſe what would be noble for 
*a'Gentletman's Wife, would be but very mean 
an N n „ Thus che ed Port o 
5 Woman's Grandeur, muſt a. r 


bh, e, tho nr on in _ ſel 
Viniy is the la wh that n in a Wanna. 


(61) 
of Wine to drink, or other Liquor, to 
ſigniſie ſhe is become Miſtreſs of the Fa- 
mily. All the Hungariaut are of Opinion 
that he who marrics not a Virgin, /ſhall 
never have Happineſs in his Marriage, 
therefore they ſcarce ever marty Widows, - 
whoſe Condition is odious to them. Be- 
ſides, it after Marriage they know their 
Wives have been in Love wick (e). 
thers, they not only lole their Affection, 
but that often makes them reſolve their 
Dok. * eee 40 
The great ons in Hungary matry 

their Sons very young, and -ofe from che 
Cradle conclude their Alliances, for the 
maintaining (7) Friendſhip ; andewhen 
their Sons are arrived to an Age to cone 
ſummate the Marriage, they are obliged 
do obſerve what their Pate 


have | 
nts have con- 
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prov'd re, 


ers, before th 


find in Kin thi any 
influence: For our on Incerei} generally outs 
weighs all the Power of Conſanguinity. 


cate for them, to prevent dilguſts of 
fatal Conſequences. 1 27 
n Scotland the Lords of Towns old 
Porhughs: had a Right to lie the firſt 
Night with the Bride: their Vaſhl, but 
that is now out of uſe, and the new mar · 
ried buy it oft by a Sum of Money, to 
which-end they Gn a Law aboliſhing 
that Prividedge: - | | 
The ist ſeldom marry but with Ver- 
Lode Futuro, and almoſt never with Ver- 
ba de Preſenti, whence (g) Separations 
are frequently ſeen for the ſmalleſt 
Cauſes, the Husband - ſeeking. a new 
Wife, and the Wife another Husband, fo 
that à certain and true Marriage is not 
to be known during Life, Hence ariſe 
Controverſies about the Poſſeiſions of 
their Eſtates; Murders. and Mortal Ha- 
treds.:; The Women that are turned off 
and forſaken, go to thoſe eſteemed Wit- - 
ches, who they think are able to make 
the new. Wife. barren, or bring upon her 
dangerous Maladies. The Women preſent 
their Lovers with Bracelets of theit own 
e The . that inhabit the 
. Maya 


n FM 


a Mt. e 


* Th * De | 
al Words, i wonder that * e 

their Occonomy ſhould end in a Separutio my 
Confuſſon, Malice and mann 

( Seyeral Nations have been ſ 0 tar e 5 

ö n a ſecret nr 


— 


Bel 


Movinttns, mat s 156 


et they are 1 050 E. e 

Years of Age. att 1LUL IL 216623. 116 2a 

wok: bf Hair; but I queſtibn rhe influence of 

ſuch Amulets; png ſhould 77 17585 for the 

tre e 
at 6 u 

\ 75 Ladies would 


{ } ) How tiny of out 
Vote for ſiich an Act of Parliament; they would 
An YI 


throw up Magna Charta for it. 


CES Ch cls oi 21% 4 
CHAR. Veils 2 
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7 be Cuſtom ind Nerf of *. Greeks. 
1519 orc! 00 va f 

HEN the 048k} mh as 

Bride is obliged to Rog "Elts- 

gau lee (4) whar het Fortune 17 and 
the Bridegroom to do the like; " aft” this 
in the preſence of many R kefions and 


Friends ; the Men fitting about à long = 


Table, the When bit Benches raiſe be⸗ 
hind it, like an Amphitheatre” Wikenthe 
Bride eeires the Prefents From kde 


G 


4 
oo — . 


m ADAM. Mi 


Almoſt. ; as man would ſs this pro- 
WY. 38 hc of 5 . E. 
Forks t would "ew; : LA: of unha 
Mow dP FOFPa 4 uce à Verf comin | 


th Sexes to. d Pair GI ever be 
5 upon fiich Teri cho aller 


cept of. 


| „„ 
Gueſts, and their Relations, ſhe firs with 
4 Gilt Crown on her Head, in the midſt 
df the Ginecco; that is, the Womens Cham- 
ber. All that are there, after they have 
drunk Malmeſe- Wine, and eaten ſome 
Sweet-Meats, go to take the Air, and 
return at Night to Supper ; and the New- 
Married lie together, without other (3) 
Publication in the Church, as the Roman 
Catholicks uſe. The next Day, if the 
Women find in the Bed any Signs of a ( c ) 
Loſt Virginity, they make a great Feaſt; 
but when that is wanting; they ſay no- 
cling, the Bridegroom ſending back the 
Bride to her Relations and Friends : And 
i the Magiſtrate be a Turk, he is engaged 
by ſome Preſent, not to force him to 
keep her. Thoſe Greek Women that mar- 
ty any Frenchman, Italian, Spaniard or 
Turk, are Excommunicated for ſometime; 
that is, not admitted to Acts of Commu- 
nion; but they may, in the mean time, 
be preſent at the O of the Church. + 
i © The 7ranfilvanians. and Wallachians 
# take the young Women by Force from their 
- Relations Houſes, and do notmarry _ 


— * — men — 
(6) When all Parties are fully d, what has 
the Prieſt to do any farther ? Let em ene go to 
(e) Having taken notice of this in the Intro- 
dusction, it will be Superfluous to reprat any thing 
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(e) Tis the Portion here determins the Man; 


0 
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(6865 
till after they are (4 defſower d: And 
alſo repudiate them, and are divotced, 
for the ſmalleſt Cauſes. * 

When a Moſcovite will marry his Daug h. 
ter, he chuſes a young Man to his own. 

liking, to whom he offers her with a 
Portion. If he accepts her, the Father. 
treats with his Relations. The young Man 
may notſee his Miſtreſs, before the Day 
of (e) Marriage; but his Relations earn- 
eſtly enquire if ſhe have any (f) Infir- 
mity. The Mother of the Bride makes 
the ſame Enquiries of him. The. eg 
ding · Day the young People are plentiſul- 
ly entertained before married, together 

with their Relations, and the Prieſt,” and. 

then go to Church. As ſoon as they are 
there, the Prieſt asks for ſome Bread, © 

according to Cuſtom, ; and when he has 3 

it, performs the Offices of joining them 


25 n 0 

4) As their firſt force is repugnant to the ge- 
us Complacency, uſed ro young Women we 
Love: $6 their proceeding afterwards is more 
12 Fg tos wy £ And w_ * = 
Tap 0 uently in the more polite Part o 
the World: And therefore no wonder if trivial 
Cauſes occaſion a Separation afterwards. 


and he binds. up his Hands to he knows: not 
what for a Mortal. 1 e 1 
( Where, Lovers (if we may ſo call em) 
have ſo lender a Knowledge of each ocher, tis 
but common Juſtice to grant em a Writ of Inquiry, | 
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He ſpeaks firſt to the Bridegroom, and 
demands of him, If he will marry that 
young Woman there preſent ? If he anſwer, 
Tes; he asks farther of him, Whether he 
will treat her ill in Words and Deeds > To 
which the Bridegrvom anſwering, No; he 
demands of the Bride, If ſhe will marry him, 
govern his Flouſe, and be always faithful? 
When ſhe has anſwered, (g) Tes, they 
have both Crowns of (Y ) Wormwood 
ſet on their Heads, and he gives them 
the Benediftion. Then he drinks their 
Healths in a gilt Wooden Cup, in 
which the new married likewiſe drink; 
and che Cup is thrown to the Ground, 
and broke, and trod on, with Tmpreca- 
tions by the Bridegroom, Let them be ſo 
. trampled on, and confornded;, that malicis 
ouſiy endeavour to create il Mill, aui do ill 
Mees betwixt us. The Moſcovites beat 
great Reſpect to rheir Vives, as long as 


5 chey are  well-pleaſed with them; but 


when they are diſpleaſed, upon ve- 
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- (2) It may reaſonably be conjectur d. that all 
chat promiſe in the Affirmative' do not keep their 
Words any more punctually, than ſome other 
People in Europe; and that x Man may as eaſily 
find a Cuckold in thofe Parts, as in Ch⁰ de. 
( lt is peradventure to inculcare to the riew 
married Couple, that every Felicity has me 
alloy; and if Matrimotiy be baden at bitter 18 
the Mouth, tis wholeſome in the Stomach. 


r 


( 67) 
ry (i) light Occaſions they are divorced, 
and repudiate them ; as they may do for 
Barrenneſs ; In which Cale, the Husbund 
having continued fingle ſix Weeks, may 
afcerwards marry. again. Widows ma 
marry a ſecond Time; but the (t) third 
brings their Virtue in queſtion. 


” * 
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(i) The civility of their Uſage, progeeds from 
the Love the Men bear themſelves; for he can 
never love a Woman very well, that can reſolve 
to pa with _ upon every ham i - PIT 
( A good Conſciencious Woman willþeant 
to think theſe hard Lines: For ſince ſhe married 
to have a Husband at firſt, and Death had iy 
ſtrated her in the Poſſetlion of her. ; ifa fe- 
cond Time his icy Paws put a Period to her Fe- 
licity, hy ſhould ſhe be left jnconſolable?; 7 
is to add , Affliction | to Affliction, and 
the Sorrows of the unhapy ey. 
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(68) 


CHAP. VL 
The Cuſtoms and Rites of the Abiſſines. 


| H E Schiſmatical Chriſtiaus of the 
Kingdom of the 4biſines have ma- 
ny Wives; and evety one marries at 
* without Scruple. The Men 


are obliged to (42) preſent their Wives, 


Inſtead of receiving Portions with them. 
The : Ceremonies uſed in their Marriage 
are theſe ; the Bridegroom and Bride fi 
before the Church-door, while three 
Prieſts walk three Times round them, 
ſinging Alleluja. Then they cut off ſome 
of their (4) Hair, which they dip in 
Water ſweetned with Honey; then 
lay the Bridegroom's Hair on the Bride's 
Head, and hers on his Head, and ſprin- 


Ele both with Holy Water. After this 
Ceremony, they have a great Feaſt, and 


attend 


py T4 U 


() The Liberty of having many Wives ren- 


ders em but ſo many under Spur. leathers of Ti- 


tillation, and therefore worthy of ſome Gratuity : 
But where a Man is to have but one, the Woman 
ought indeed to bring a Portion to make amends, 
for the loſs of his Liberty, | 

(b This Ceremony of Exchanging their Hair, 
is but another Fancy of the fartte Intention, with 


| mingling the Bride and Bridegroomꝰ's Wines; Ho- 
bey is a 


igure of Plenty, 


— 


£0 -:. oats 
attend the new married home, where 
they are ſhut up a (c) Month. When 
the Wife goes abroad, ſhe has her Face 
covered with a black Veil, and that the 
wears ſix Months, unleſs ſhe be ſponer 
with Child. Some others uſe the fame 
Ceremonies, and alfo Incenſings; and 


the Prieſts diſcourſe to the ne married 


of the Indiſſolvableneſs of Matrimony; 
and then give them che Communion and 
Bleſſing. 1955 


(e) So tedious à Confinement at firſt, muſt 
needs be anxious to the Man and Woman boch! 
A leſs violent Neceſſity of indulging the coryugal 

Tendernefles, might give the Parties hope of a 
more comfortable Duration. For when a Man's 
eager Joy relents, ſhame and hatred "Succeed to 
ſated „ and the Woman that thinks Men 
equally powerful in the Affairs of Love, takes his 
impotency for a diſlike of her Perſon, and fa 
either Pines away with Confuſion, or Rages intq 
Contempt, and an implacable Animoſit 7. 
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(70) 


cue vn. 
n. 0 eren of the Geck. 2 


THEN he: web; who are 
Schiſmatick Chri/tions, the Na- 
tive Patties of Fyypr, Marry, the 
Friends and Relations of the Bridegroom 
firſt wait upon him, then the Bride, 
and thence to Chah, where they. aro 
married, having many Torches; and 
lighted Candles, finging all the Way 
Hymas in the Language of the Country, 
ant] ſtriking little Ebony Tables: with 
cettain Hammers of Wood; which, a- 
mong.then ſerves for Muſick. This Ce- 
remony.is ordinarily after the Mid-night 
Prayer, or, as the Roman Catholicks 
ſpeak, Mattens. Being come to Church, 
they take the Bridegroom into the Choir, 
where the Men fir, and the Office is 
_ ſung, and the Bride is ſet among the Wo- 
men. Then the Pricſts and Pcople be- 
: gin ſome Prayers, with Hymns, which 
ſt a long time; and towards the end he 
— as ciates, goes near the Bride- 


1 
the (a) Croſs at the beginning and end of 
evety one; then makes him ſit down on 
the Ground, his Face turned to the (3) 
Eaſt, and holding a Silver Croſs over hug 
Head, he holds it there till che Prayets 
are ended. ©. nord 
While this is done in the Choir; the 
Sacriſtan having placed a Seat withqur 
the Choir, makes the Bride fit down 
with one of her neareſt Relations, and 
the Prieſts conclude the Prayers in the 
Choir, which are called, Le Orazioni df 
Nodo. He that Officiates, dre ſſas the 
Bridegroom in a long (c) white Gar- 
ment, reaching down to bis Ancles, 
binds his Reins with a Girdle, and puts 
a White Cloth on his Head. Thus ha- 
bited, he leads him to the Bride; and 
placing him near her, covers them both 
with the (4 ſame Cloth; Ae 


E 4 


— 2 
1 


(2) Emblematicaly enough as it may p 
conſidering what work he is about. 

( For ſome ſuch like Reafons, if not the ves 

ſame, as we build our Chancels towards che 


| * out 
Wantoneſs, to fatisfie their Carnal uh and Ap: 
ically implies, that they mult .. 
. 17 Roof; and cons. - 
Eyes of tha 
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2 0 os by (72) 

Heads together, anoincs both their Fore. 
heads with (e) Oil, and the Joints of 
their Hands. Then he joins their Right- 
hands, and reads aloud to them the Ex- 
hortation which contains the Duties they 
ate mutually obliged to; and with theſe 
Prayers and Ceremonies, concludes the 
Solemnity of the Marriage; which is 
called, LIncoronatione dell Spoſi. Then 


follow the Lauds; after which, Maſs be- 


gins, and both Communicate ; and that 
finiſhed, are accompanied home. | 


(e) The uſing of Oil, repreſents the fame 
thing as the Wine, and the Corn in other Coun- 
tries, or what is Equivalent? This is popes to be 
the Oil of Gladneſs ; Corn, Wine and Oil, im. 


1 
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The Rites and Cern, 7 , 
| Sabcans..,, » foe 


ry 


HE Seen or zho Chrifians of 

St. John, that live on the Conſmes 
of Perſia, next Turtey, may have cw o 
Wives according to their Law, which 
ſeems to be a Mixture of Chriſtianity, 
Turciſm, Judaiſm and Paganiſm. The Ce- 
temonies of their Marriages is very 
ſhort. The Parties meeting t er at 


Church, in preſence of their Relations 


and Friends, the Miniſter makes the 
Bride ſwear before the Woman that the 
is a (4) Virgin; after which, is Wives 
(4) ſearch her, and make their Report. 
Then the Miniſter Baptizes both; and 
making 2 turn (c) Back to Back, 

. reads. 


( We are Tae freed from ſuch an Impo- 
ſition : Nat but that with an equal mental Reſer- 
vation, as ſome Women have about Love, Ho- 
nour and Obey; they might with a ſafe Conſti- 
ence ſwear to their Virginity, tho' they had had 
Eleven Baſtards, as to the Duties of a good Wife. 

(b ) Tho' the Wowey oman is put to ber Oath, 12 
" ent any unhappy equences by an Im- 

ion of that Nature, ſhe muſt ſtand ſearch 


ww 
(e) This is 2 odd whim indeed, and it 
it be not in Imitation of Janus, or mean Circum- 


[pect =D r 


» 
. . — Pa 
_ AY 2 4 


( 74 ) 
reads ſome Prayer, and ſo they are reck- 
oned married, and carried back to the 
Bride's Father's, where they feaſt ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Country. 
The Miniſters have the ſame Liberty to 
marry, as the Laicks, (4) two Wives ; 
and their Sons, if Sixteen or Seventeen 
Years old at their Death, ſucceed in the 
Miniſtry ; for want of whom, the next 


a-kin have that Dignity. -— » 
— — — — — — —— 
(4) Theſe Miniſters have indeed much the Ad- 


vantage of ours, but wonderfully of the Prieſts ol 
the Church of Rome. If their Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 


ferments were all of em equal to this Privelege, 


abundance would be tempred to go there. 
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done upon ſudden Reſo- . 


ing abe tow 
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The Sams, ＋ the Grifiew. of 
8 or B ag the Gt 


ge Chriſtians * 1 =” * 

© Colchis, r Geor- © r 
ga” and $ Circaſſa, and n in 
their Borderers, almoſt Georgiagowaies gh 
the ſame in Religion with 8 cy di 
the 04 85 8 Chriſti- _ Weſt. -- 3 
ans of St. John, celebrate Georgie 
their Marriages in this r 
manner. If the Bi | 
or Prieſt be not in the” 7 %he 
Church when they go to 
be married, which is 


lutions, they go to their | 
Houſes, the Place being iran, a Province 


very indifferent to them. Y ; ro 8 


The Miniſter has two ve Space of Greand, 

extended fen 
Clmeciin B en and the Fens of Mmzotis , * | 
Eanftern Sboar 2 Re, Sea, for 500 Miles aufe. 
the Nori 


(9) AGEL 


( 76 ) 
(2) Crowns, which he puts on their 
Heads, with theſe Words, uſed according 
to the Perſon, Let the Servant of God N. be 
crowned by the Servant of God N. Then he 
ſews their () Clothes together; gives 
them a Glaſs of Wine, of which they both 
drink; and cutting the Thread that held 
their Garments, all the Ceremonies of 
their Marriage are ended, though no con- 
ſent be then declared on either ſide. The 
Circaſſans uſe no other Ceremony, than 
1 TP Goon the Promiſe which is made before 
+= Witneſſes to be faithful, and not to take 
another Wife as long as the firſt lives, 
unleſs compelled by Tome p weighty | 


Motive. 
— ' 


(«) Toſhew/em 7 is bonorable. 

„) This can be no other than a Repreſentation 
thee ſtrict Union, that is now made between 
them, by Virtue and Power of the Prieſt. 
| dez When ever aMan is inclining to be willing 
'to (c) from his Wiſe, he rarely wants wit enough 
to fixa Reaſon. or Motive weighty enough to. 
One Bengfit accrues by this Liberty, vi . That the 
; Wife is oblig d to carry ber ſelf very e 
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The Rites bend; in * Meri 
| of the Mahometans: -- 


XI the Turks may 88 
M ful Wives, and as many more 
Slaves; nay, as many as they can main- 
tain. Thoſe Slaves ate free, . by whom 
they have a Son; nor can their Maſters 
{ell them any more, but may 1 chem 
away. All theit Prieſts may marr 

excepting the Derviſes, that ate like the 
Religious in the Church of Rome. The 


Turks may turn away, and take theit 
Wives again four Times; and may not 


only marry thoſe WhO are a-kin to chem, 
bur the oy! — double 


Tv 
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( 78 ) 


Tie makes the 8 (a) ſtronget: 
t 


When they have a mind to marry, the 
neareſt Relations on both ſides meet toge- 
ther, to agree the Dowry the Husband 
ſhall give his intended Wife; for Parents 
give (3) nothing to their Daughters; as 
was alſo obſerved among the Chri/tzans 
of the Eaſt. This being done, the Man 
ſends the Father of his Miſtreſs, or her 
next Relation, the Sum agreed, that 
part may be laid out in Clothes and 

ouſhold- Furniture, according to the 
Quality of the Perſons ; and the reſt left 
in her Hands, or her Relations; without 
Whoſe Conſent, he can never pretend 
any Diſpoſition thereof. However, moſt 
Fathers contribute to the Charge of the 
Marriages. And chat Things may be 


done 


- (a) They may imagine that according to our 
old Proverb che nearer a kin, the deeper in: But 
this is poſitive, that if their mutual Affection is 
not great enough to conſtitute their Felicity; the 
nearneſs of their Relation will have little or no In- 
Huence :: But rather on the contrary will make 
the Breach jo much the wider: For the ſweeteſt 
Wines make the ſharpeſt Vinegar. be 
() This makes Women deſirable only for 
themſelves; whereas a great Fortune expoſes a 
Moman to the Treachery of thoſe ho ate moſt 
about her; and ſuch clandeſtine Matches rarely 
meet with any Content. For he that runs 1 
with a Woman only, becauſe her Fortune will 
repair the Ruins of his Eſtate, having no other 
Conſideration than What ſſie has, he lden. Re: 
- gards what ſhe is. 8 8 


| I 
done with the greateſt Decorum, the Cate 
of all the Preparation is left to a Friend 
of the Bridegroom, Who is called Sa- 
gois. | | 1 


The Bride continues always covered 


eight Days before Marriage; and the” is 
not to be ſeen otherwiſe, ſo much as by rhe 
Relations of her intended Husband; Wh 
goes about all the while with a Friend; 
inviting his Relations and Friends to be at 
his Wedding. Thoſe that are invited, fend 
theit Preſents the Day before, according to 
the Degree of the Perſons: And dhe 
3 the Bride (c) bathes, and is 
waſhed by two or three Women, with 
great Care: Which Action is ſo fblemn 
among them, that when ſhe goes to che 
Bath, her neareſt Relations Walk before 
her, with lighted Totches in their Hands. 


By means of a Duſt, which they call 


Ekana, they make the Hair of the Bride 
(49 red; as alſo her Nails, the (e) 


* 8 


(e) Bathing is ſo frequent amongſt the Tur 
. Occaſion, as well Civil, as en, 


— 


that it would be wonderful if they had omitted . 
in theſe Solemnities.. * 


(4) No colout is more Glorious, tho? Orden is | 


-more::delightful. - Moſt ot the Eaſtern People 
were of Opinion, that Yellow Hair was molt 


Beautiful; and we ſee the beſt Draughts of Vun 

are with Yellow Hair. But to mae that and 

their Nails quite Red is merely, becauſe it is n 
| | thin 


— 
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( 80) 


Palms of her Hands, her Feet, and her 


Heels. 


The A being come, the 
Bridegroom ſends a Preſent to the Cadis, 
or Judge, deſiring his Advice about the 
Dowry he gives his Bride. That done, 
the Sagois; his particular Friend, accom- 

anied by all the Gueſts, with a great 

umber of Muſical Inſtruments, Drums, 
Pipes and Trumpets, goes to the Bride's 


- Houſe: Being come thither, he is in- 
treated with his Company to ſit down; 


and after a Banquet, the Bride's Father 
takes her by the Hand, and delivers her 
to the (f) Sagois, who preſently ſets 
her on Horſeback, and carries her to the 
Bridegroom's Houſe : All the Relations 
and Gueſts follow her; and aftet᷑ them, 
Carts and Horſes that carry the (g) Fur- 
RN r niture. 


7 * | 


— — — — — 


- [thing Charming amongſt em, and therefore 
thought as Neceſfary as it is ornamental. 


** 


(e) The natural Beauty of a Hand, when you 


have paſs'd by that of its hape, is to be Red with- 
in, as it ſhould be White without, and as a little 
is Beautiful, they Conjecture, that to be more 


Red, is to be ſo much more Beautiful. 


(Here Nature ſubmits to Policy, che Father 
ſurrenders to the RON and he becomes her 
= ln _ di 4 0 REF 17.5 Bat 
- (8g) Whi a double meaning in it, being 
 Gonefor Security, as well as Oltentation, - +. 


oſes of her. 


K 3 


er niture. The Bride rides with a Veil o- 
ver her Face, and an Umbrella over her 
le Head ; having on each fide her Setvants, 
F, Chambermaids and Nurſes, that lament” 
6 the (h) Loſs of her Virginity. In che 
e, mean time, ſhe ſalutes all ſhe meets h 
1— the Way, bowing her Head; Which 
t Women may never do, only on that 
8, Day. 8 
's When ſhe is come to the Bridegroom's 
1 Houſe, ſhe gets off her Horſe, and he 
1; receiving her, carries her, with the other 
r Women, into a Chamber. diſtin from 
er that of the Men; where after Supper, 
ts the Ball begins. When every one is 
* withdrawn, the Sazois takes the Bride 


18 by the Hand, and leading her to the 
n, Bridegroom's Chamber, delivers her 


r- to the Eunuchs, that look after her till 
e. he comes. When he is with her, he 
re (). Jeptba's Daughter, and her Companions i 8 


went upon the Hills, and lamented her why 
nity ; but not that it was to be loſt, but that ſhe 
was not to loſe it. So great a Difference [Tims 
and People male upon one, and the ſame thing. 

However in our more virtuous Times, if ſuch 
a Ceremony were practicable; we ſhould not al- 52 
ways hear thoſe Outcrys and, Lamentations upon 
the Weddin ay 5 unleſs with frequent not to . 
ſay cuntinual) Hypocriſie: for moſt ot ſuch Cat- "== 
tle are the firlt Bawds to their Miſtreſſe. 
3.x a Fits $549 + | +: | ; 
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(82) 
takes off her Veil at firſt, then all the 
ei) reſt of her Clothes, ſhe pretending 
ſome Reſiſtance, eſpecially at the laſt. 
The next Day the Sago/s makes his 
Complements and (*) Jefts with the 
Bridegroom, while the Bride is taken by 
her Relations and Chambermaids to a 
Bath, where they (J) waſh her all over 
again. 15 
Theſe are the Ceremonics uſed by 
Perſons of Quality : The ordinary Peo- 
ple do it with leſs Pomp and Noiſe. 
The Turks may marry their (mn) Siſters, 
_ 1 I? - provided 


1 1 


* 


— kn! ͤũ d — ͤ—ͤU — 0 — 
(i) "Tis matter enough of merry Speculation, 
to ſee how handy a Man is at undreſhng 2 young 
Woman, whom he is to lic with, as ſoon as it 18 
done: And how dexterous he is in dreſſing him- 
ſelf afterwards, for fear of another Summons to 
eilte | | 3 
( There is nothing fo difficult to go through, 
but it gives a ſecret Pleaſure in relating it after- 
wards; and as mankind is naturally very Mali- 
cious, it is a Titillation to us, to reflect upon 
others Sufferings : And conſidering what Crea- 
tures Women are, no wonder the Min is laugh d 
at, for expecting a Maiden head on à Wedding 
day, of his own Wife eſpeciall ß. 
(1) It were more reaſonable ro waſh the Man. 
than the Woman; conſidering the tediouſneſs of 
his 1 requires refreſhing, and the foulneſs 
of the Rode cleaning. 125 Naber | 
t m) A great many Men of other Countries are 
of Opinion, that a good thing ſhould not go out 
of their Families; and thoꝰ the Law is not indul- 
ent enough to permit us to marry our Siſter, yet 
ſeveral have taken the Opportunity to lye with 
chem before any Body elſe dic. 


4 


683) | 
provided they begin with the eldeſt 3” 
for if chey begin with the youngelt, they 
cannot marry the others. WY 
The Arabiays formerly took their 
Wives for a Time () certain, -expreſly 
agreed : And that there might be ſomie 
Shew of Matrimony in their Contract, 
the Wife gave her Husband for Portion 
a (0) bearded Arrow : However, the 
was to leave him at the Time limited. 


This proceeded from the great. Luſt that 

4 reigned in both Sexes, equally delighring 

| all their Lives in Change; _ infornueh, 

, that a Woman has been married. in one 

; place, was brought to Bed in another, 
5 and bred up her Children in 2 third. 
without ever enjoying any Repoſ Gef. 
og 143 | £2.41 ©7238 SHS 

| — — — 

8 () The knowing it could reſtrain them 6 

[= longer than a limited Time, the Bond Was 

n much the leſs inſupportable, as they were ſure 

1 a Diſcharge after a term of Years preſcribed, - _ -—- 

d (%) Hereby ſhe ſeabd the Fidelity of her Pro- 

* miiſe, and gave him an Inſtrument. to uſe equ. l- 


23 her ſelf, if ſhe prov'd unt rug and 


* ole that ſhould endeavour to ſupplant her Visr 
G Mod - 
8 1 et 
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7 Thoſe of * Arabia 


(84) 


. | Aab. 
6 e Felix had their Wives in 


Aſia, and is divided every Houſe in COm- 


into three Parts : De- a 
ſerta, which n the mon, Who lay with the 


leaft of all three, and moſt Vigorous. He 


ties mſi North. Fees that came firſt, left his 
liz, the greateſt of all Staff | W 
three, and lies exten- DOLAN AC che oman $ 


ded to the South and Chamber-Door ; which 


Eaſt; and i - . 
ve oP al ſes by was a Sign that Place 


the as; _— » was taken up. It was 
waras the Not 

where it bounds on the eſteemed Adultery 9 ly 4 
other iwo Arabia's: ing with a Man of ano- 


There are in it many 
Kingdoms, and great ther Family ; 


"Cities. Petræa, or 
the Stony Arabia, ier more Hef. 


Now the Arabians marry as many 
Wives as they pleaſe, without rejecting 
any, as the Turks do; bur buy them, 
and only obſerye never to take any that 


s not of their Family or Tribe. As to 


other Formalities, they obſerve the ſame 
Ceremonies in the Marriages as the 
© | "RP 
When the Perſians make Love, and 
will ſhew their Miſtreſſes that they are 
very affectionate and faithtul, they 8 p) 
| arn 


: 


1 68 — * 


*, ” - 
— 1 n 8 
5 „ \ Sat „ — * — 


(p ) If Women were not to believe our Love, 
till och Times they had theſe infallible Marks of 
2 diſtinguiſh'd Value and Efteem ; I fear they 
would languiſh out all their Youth in a vain E. 


* 
8 


n 2 
burn themſelves on ſome part of theit 
Bodies, by ſetting Fire to theit Clothes, 
ſo that the burning may be viſible, and 
in this manner preſent themſelves to 
them; who, if they accept them, have 
lo much pity as to ſend (4) Fillets and 
Scarfs of Silk, to wrap up their Sores : 
All thoſe are always moſt eſteemed, that 
put themſelves to the greateſt Pain. 
They marry many Wives, which they 
may part with: The Nobility have as 


(r) many as they pleaſe ; but the com- 
E 3 monalty 


pectation: For Men will Swear and Lie, and 
Curſe themſelves faſt enough ; but for a Red hor- 
Iron coming near their Fleſh, to demonſtrate 
their Integrity and Paſſion ; we humbly, and as 
heartily Defire to be excus d. If it went no far-. 
ther than throwing a Wig in the Fire, burning a 
Har, or cutting of the N of a Coat, we 
might peradventure not ſtick out at ſuch a proc 
of our Affection, but for one ſtep farther, edcuſe 
me is the W ora. i 

(4) Some Women are of Opinion that a Fool 
makes a good Husband, becauſe he is eaſily go» 
vern'd, and as eaſily put upon, but he that can 
ſubmit to theſe hard Laws, deſerves to be marri- 
ed indeed; Bedlam is too good for him. 
(r) Ifa Man was but to do it but once, there 
would be a thouſand Objections to deter any Man 
from it; but where the benefit of Pohgam is fo 
judicioufly indulg'd ; this is the moſt ſuperlative 

olly that ever was invented, or . conſented to, 


unleſs by the Neceſſity of ſuch Scarifications, they 
| hop'dto quel the impetuofity of looſe Men's DE. 


ſires : -And at once Crucine the Fleſh, and "the, 
Luſts thereof. „ "i EE LEE 40 1 
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monalty exceed not Seven. The Day 
appointed for the Marriage of any geat 
Perſon, his Relations and Friends get 
together at his Houſe, dreſſed in his Li- 
veries: Others that are not ſuch parti- 
cular Friends, are dreſs' d as they pleaſe, 
but as fine as they can. The Bride 

268 from her Houle on Horſcback, with 
— Relations and Friends alſo on Hor- 
ſes, with many Singers before. The 
Bridegroom comes likewiſe from his 
Houle in the ſame Order; that is, with 
a Train of his Relations and Friends; 


and the two Troops being met, they go 


together to the Bride's Bouſe, where they 
have a Ball. When it is time to go to 
Bed; two Men conduct the Bridegroom 
into the Bride's Chamber, who comes in 
another Way : The Company continue 
dancing; and about (s Mid-night an 


old Woman comes into them, with a 


n n * 8 gus of the Bride s Vir- 


7 Sint); 5. 


1 1 * _ 8 RY — _ 8 


A 1 — * 4 AF ” * rr 8 ö ; LC" 9 rr 
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uf 7 Theſe 11 are Nr able and ex- 
Work men, or elſe they uſe bur ſmall Gim- 
—— bore ſo ſoon : Unleſs prradvemure the 
Stuff. they work on is very flaccid and y ĩelding. 
For ſome vigorous Men well skil'd in the Diſci- 
pline of Love, have made brisk Efforts enough, 
_ beh..v d themſelves: with gallavery enough, 
and yer could not make themſelves Maſters of the: 
N in o n time as rule Rane, 75 
* O1. * 


(87) 


ginity; which being preſented to the 
Bridegroom's Relations and Friends, they 
appear well contented: But when theſe 
ca3nort be ſhewn, ſome old Women take 
the Bride from Bed, and the Bridegroom 


rejects her in the preſence of the Com- 
pany, after he has paid her a ſmall Sum 
of Money ; and then her Parents a 
her home in great (r) Aftiction. 


The Inhabitants of che | 
Iſlands of Cambaya,. :* Catbays is. a 
Kingdom in ube Eaſt» 

Palendura, and the 7 1 2 
Maldives in Afia, ob- 2 of —_— 
ſerve this peculiar Ce- h he Kingdom of 
remony in their Marri- — on the Eaft 
witbthat of Conchan. 

ages: When the Parties f tives in 
are agreed, the Bride Afia are terrain I. 


und, nat in Ext 
ſends two of her neareſt — * A 


Relations by her Father's Number, 
Side, who are autho- 20 

rized to repreſent her. Theſe with hh 
Bridegroom go before their Miniſter, 
called Pandiaro, or Naiho; who takes 
the Bridegroom by. the Hand, and asks 
him if he will marry the Woman pres 


FRE. "ri 
„ — — 


7) Indeed it is no ſmall Reaſon e 
and 2 


diſcontent, to have their Daughter 

Mako bn e = 
d now anot Man, 

Ws Child too 42 rhe. Bargah! and after 1 


tura'd back _ their Hands with w 


3 (88) 
pos d, and on the Conditions oſſer'd: 
He asks the Bride's Friends the ſame : 
And after conſent declar'd, the uſual 
- Ceremonies are perform'd in preſence af 
the Relations, who are Witneſſes of this 
Contract. They go thence to the Wo- 
man, who is expecting them at home; 
where they are entertain'd, and have 
_ Muſick. Many go then to complement 
the New-married, to whom they fend 
Preſents; as the Bridegroom does to the 
(un) Pandiaro that married him, and to 
the King and Queen, if the Marrizge be 
where they reſide. When the King him- 
ſelf Marries, all his Subjects are oblig'd 
ro make him Preſents; as Cloth, Tur- 
bans, Meats, Fruits and Flowers. 
They may have at the ſame time three 
Wives, ifable to maintain them ; bur nor 
more : And when. all arc ar home, the 
Husband is oblig'd to divide himſelf 
() equally among them, and co- habit 
| as 


K ) 


(i) The Prieſthood have ever had a great and 
terrible aſtendant over the Lay ity, they make 
weir Function neceſſary in every thing almoſt, 
in order only to make it beneficial to em after- 
ward: So we are firſt gull'd out of our Reaſon, 
and then out of our ready Money. . , . .!.-. 
„) This Impoſition is not only unpleaſant, 
but unreaſonable ; for how is it poflible for a Man 
have an equal Tenderneſs, Value, and Concern, 
for three ſeveral Wives? The one he marries for 
one Conlideration, the other for a quite difterent 


ORC 
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as long with one as another. The Wo- 


men bring nothing to their Husbands, 
who are to accommodate them with 
what they want, and to be at the charge 
of the Wedding, beſides allotting them 
a Dowry, which they call Rars. The 
Men marry when they pleaſe ; but the 
Women are married by their Parents, 
when they are ten or eleven Vears old, 
to the (x) firſt that deſires them. The 
Orphans, or thoſe that have no. Mother 
alive, are oblig'd to ſtay till fifteen 
Years. The Pandiarii, or Naibi, the 
Miniſters of their Temples, ask if thoſe 
who are to be married be either Brothers 
and Siſters, or Couſins, or whether uſed 


to call ſo; for if that has been at any 


time, though long ſince, ſuch an imagi- 
nary Relation is ſufficient to hinder any 
Marriage. The Husband may leaye his 

F or þ :' +11" Nd £200 


no. — 
—— — 


— — — ” 


one, and the third for down right Love and.__Af+ 
fe&tion. The variety of his Motives to marry 


them, giyes an equal Strength and Vigor to the 


various Deſires and Inclinations he has to em; 
Now to neceſſitate him to be equally kind to 


thoſe he does not equally care for, is flat Fyranny 


to exact, ſince impoſſible to be perform d. 

(x ) For fear it may be, they ſhould never. he, 
ſought in Marriage again; or at leaſt miſcarry 
before that wiſh'd for Day might: happen : Re- 
membring ſtill, tis good to be ſure; and a wiſe 


Man will not defer that till the Morrow which | 


- 


may be done Day. 


„ ene 
Wife at any time, if ſhe (5) conſent; 
and tho ſhe does () not, he may leave 
her, paying her Dowry. 


Through all the Ifle 
* of Ceylan, Men may 
4 the Eaſt-Indies, marry as many Wives 
N . as they can keep, and 
an, Now Fug. take them at Ten Years 
aa the principal old, as in the Ifles of 


7 4 Gl N Cambaya, and the Mal. 


ic, in 


#he middle the di ves. | | 
the middle of e 


The 


- G 
- . 
— — — — — — — — — 
=P _ 
EY 
. — 


_ (3) That is no more than reaſonable; for as 
7272 came together by conſent, ſo when any con- 
efable Variances happen, and they find them 
ſelves diſappointed in that mutual Felicity 
propoſed by their Union, both Parties being a- 


reed, they ought to live aſunder, who cannot be 
r : g | 


| (x) & ſeems nothing but Covetoufneſs makes 
the Womans conſent Neceffary: For if he will 
art with his Money, he may at any time part 
| his Wife. What would fome of our Coun- 
wy Men give to procure fach an Act of Parlia- 
ment? I be Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 
would get more for ſuch a Bill, chan all the Natu- 


ralizations of the French Refugees, © 
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(or) 


The Mahometans in tze 
Iſle of * Java may have Java 1 0 
Hand in the 

no more than four or 
Indian Sea, 95's? 
five Wives4 but as ma- Leagues inlength, it 


ny Concubines as they 2 roy 2 
, * 


pleaſe, and can main- 3 is _ 
tain, The Wedding- tam 


day, their Friends, 

Slaves and Domeſticks ate richly habt. 
ted, and ſet before the Houſes of the 
Bridegroom and Bride many Pikes, with 


Fringes of White Cotton and Red; and 


493 ſeveral Guns. Afternoon, 
the Bridegroom goes forth in this man- 
ner: Four Men go firſt, that have many 
Sticks faſten'd to a Pole, which others 
ſtrike with little Sticks: Theſe are fol- 


low'd again by others, who catry long 
Drums, which they beat either u 
Sticks, or their Hands: After theſe, 
others ſtrike againſt Sticks tied about 
their Necks ; and of them there are often” 


Sixty, Eighty or an Hundred, accord«' 
ing to the Condition of the Bridegroom : 


Then you ſee others again with Peacocks 


Feathers, and Horſes Tail; and the 


follow'd by Thirty or _ arm d 2 
Shields, Darts — 


time to time K in the 


to ſtrike 


: 4 * * 


who from 9 
8 for the Diete 5 


E 
of the Spectators: There are others with 
Drums and Sticks follow'd by Thirty 
young Women richly dreſs'd; ſome car- 
rying Flowers, others Pictures, little 
gilt Boxes, Moveables, and Habits of all 
forts, to preſent from the Bridegroom 
to the Bride. The Women follow im- 
mediately, who likewiſe carry divers 
Pieces of Houſhold-ſtufft. The Bride- 
groom is on Horſeback, richly dreſs d, 
having (a) two of his moſt intimate 
Friends riding on cach ſide of him; and 
a great Number of Perſons invited to the 

Wedding conclude the ſnew. When they 
are come to the Brides Houſe, all the 
Drums ſtay for the Bridegroom at the 
Door; and the Men that carry the Arms 
make a Lane for the Women that have 
the Futniture; after whom, the Bride- 
groom arriving, he diſmounts, and then 
the Bride appears with a Veſſel of Water, 
who on her (5) Knees waſhes his Feet; 

£ and 


(42) Every Nation ('tis obſervable) has fome- 
thing in the ſame Nature of our Bride- Men and 
Bride-Maids. Fr! 6M | 
() This humble Proſtration, ſhews the abſo- 


luteneſs of the Husband over the Wife, and her 


intire Reſignation to him: Submitting! even from 
the beginning to the vileſt Function of his Vaſſals. 
A piece of condeſcention which would be yery 
much refented if propos d to our haughty Dames 
bb England... 5 


693 
and taking him by the Hand, leads him 
into the Houſe, where they continue 
ſome time together: Then he leading 
her, goes out with all the Company; 
and in the ſame Order as before, they 
go to his Houſe, where the Bridegroom 
enters firſt, then all the Gueſts, who ate 
entertain d at the Martiage-Feaſts for 
chree Days together. 08 200 


The Inhabitants oft re 
Iſles of Molucca, that Te Mes of Mes 
have ſtill ſome Relicks fnall ad "$408 | 
2 Idolatry with the Ma- che __ 1 of 

ometan Religion, which „ nia gar, * 
the Perfians — Arabians : N W. 
have introducꝰd there, may have as ma- 
ny Wives as he can keep; but are ib 
jealous, they ſuffer no one to fee them 
at home; and yet ſo luſtful, there are 
few that have not ſome (c) Correſpons 
dence abroad. He that deſires a young 
Woman in Marriage cannot ſee her, un- 
leſs all be firſt agreed; then he ſees her, 


- o * . C4 * 4 d 
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( c ) Tis not the variety a Man has & his | 
Table, prevents his Appetites at anothers ; /nay, 
a Man eat with a Guſt abroad, What he 

uld not reliſh at home. Taſting the frees of 
ariety, gives him only, looſer Deſixes, and he ex- 


tends his wiſhes to every Object he guras-lys es 


upon, 


? — 


1 


. 
and is oblig'd at the ſame time to take 
his Bride he ( 4) never ſaw before, and 


carry her home with him. z 
Thoſe of Barbary, eſpecially ſuch as 
are rich, marry many Women, which 
they buy not, as other Turks, but have 
Portions with them. They retain in 
their Marriages many Rites left them by 
the Goths — Vandals, who govern'd in 
theſe Parts; but are ſo (e) jealous, 
that the married Women dare ſcarce ſhew 
their Faces uncovet'd to their own Fa- 
thers. | | 
The Moors of Morocco have many law- 


ful Wives, beſides the Concubines the 


Alcoran permits. VVhen they marry, 
they go to the Cadis, or Judge, with a 
Notary and VVitneſſes, and draw up 


* 
4 
2. 5 | ; | | 
* } 1 IP 2 * 1 
— — — 
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ad) Some may think thisa hardſhip : But it has 
its Conveniences, as well as its Calamities ; tho? 


preſſions being antecedently made; they ſeem 
o expect nothing more than common Happi- 
nels, and that Prudence may procure em, where 
a thoſe" exalted Tranſports, which a” violent 


| we not like, he may not loath, and no fond 


Paſſion promiſes, meet with Diſappointm 
and that — em Miſerable. 1 . 


(.] Jealouſie never ſecur d a Woman's' Virtue, 


tho it has often provokꝰ d it to take a ſuitable Ne- 


venge; rhinking they have a right tobe Whores, 


when a favours 332 is preſented, be- 
cauſe they are as 3+ + y- were already 


(9) 


the Inſtrument of Marriage; that is, 


write whatthe Husband gives the VVife; * ©. 


and this they call the Codaſea, becauſe in 
theſe Countries the Parents give not 
Fortunes to their Daughters, as in Bar- 
bary; and when the Husband leaves 
them, / (a Practice allow'd) he ys. 
them what he has engag d. They have 
great Rejoicings at their Marriages ; and 


great Expences, eſpecially among Pere 


ſons of Quality, that thence comes the 
Proverb, Li Chriſtiani ſpendono tutte It 
loro inchezze in liti, of Etrei nellg_ n 
Paſaua, e li Mori nelle loro Nozze, The 
Chriſtians ſpend all they have in Laws 
the Jews in their Paſſover ; aud the Moors 
in their Marriages. The VVedding-day 
the Bride rides on a Mule richly wi 
neſs'd, and is hid in a fort of Tower, mage 
with Hoops, and cover'd with Tapeltry, 
ſo that the is not ſcen by any one, 
though through a thin Veil ſhe can feg 


the People; and in this Equipage goes 


through the City, follow'd by many _ 
Mules laden with Gold, Hom her for 
her Dowry. Men and VVomen follow 
the Mules; the (f) VVomen only ſing, 
IXI Mit bag en | i 24 10:68 | 


— 


= CE mem 8 , ol * 
the Diſputes ariſe through their Folly, aud the 
* 9. | 


( 96) 


or rather howl in a manner, enough to 
ſtrike Terror, rather than excite 
Mirth ; among which cryings are heard 
double (g) Drums, after the Mooriſh 
VVay, which make another very () 
odious Noiſe, This Proceſſion ended, 
they go to Dinner, and then return to 
the publick Place; where, if the Bride- 
groom be.a Man of Quality, all his 
Friends get on Horſeback again, and ex- 
erciſe with the Lance before the Bride 
for two or three Hours, and then all go 
home. ts $0.8 
If the Bride be a Perſon of very great 
Quality, ſhe rides on a Camel richly ha- 
bited, as before, only the. Clothes, thar 
hang down. are Silk and Gold Broccades, 
and when ſhe has gone round the princi- 
pal Places of the City, is brought back 
to her Father's Houſe, then to her Hus- 
band's ; where all the Gueſts meet toge- 
; ;, (133 4 18 f 3 ther 


„n err — 0" 4d 
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(e) Tis fit ſome deeper Noiſe ſhould be made 
by 2 Man, to drown the Clamors of an Obſtre- 
Pperous Wiſe. 1 =, $\ | 5 

), Nothing is more defirgble than Peace in a 
Family, and quarrelling and diſputes are equally 
Odious, as they are Infamous ; and this Mixture 
of Crying and. Howling, — and Singing, 
i a very natural and lively Repreſentation of the 
many Confuſions incident ta Man and Wike, and 
that little Mirth and Quiet, they ſometimes 
2557 is frequently imbitter d with Domeſtic 

2 | 13 


. % 


) 
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ther to Dance and Feaſt. Ik the Huf 2, 
band finds not his V Vife a Maid, he 


(i) rejects her, and ſends her home, 


with all ſhe has brought: But if, on the 
contrary, he find her what he deſires; 


the Feaſts are doubl'd the next Day. 


The Jews obſerve here the ſame Cu- 


ſtoms. | 1 


The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of | 


Fez, as ſoen as the Father has promis'd 
his Daughter to him that ſued for her, 
uſe to get together the Relations and 
Friends on both ſides, in the Moſques , 


where two Notaries, in the preſence of 


Witneſſes, write the Marriage · Contract 
Then the Bridegroom takes all his Com- 
pany to Dinner: The Father of the 
Bride likewiſe treats his Friends. When 
the Bridegroom brings his Bride home, 
he ſends a Litter, cover'd with Silk and 


Broccades; and ſhe is attended by their 


Relations, and common Friends with 
much Muſick. The married Men go 


firſt with Torches in their Hands; and 


their Wives follow with the like. They 
all go to the great Piazza, where the 


Bridegroom having faluted the Father 


__——— 


— — 
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- (5) This is not ſo commonly done, as it is rea- 


ſonably it ſhould. be: For *tis hard to gblige 2 
hore even the firſt Night of his Nuprials. 


iin te live wich a Woman. he has found a 


a 
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( 98) 
and Relativas of his Bride, takes leave 
of them; and making haſte, goes to 


expect che Company at his Houle, when 


they are come, the Father delivers the 
Bride either to the Bridegroom's Mo- 
ther, or to himſelf, who is ſhut up with 
her: If he finds her a Virgin, the En- 
tertainments follow.; if nor, he gives her 
to her Relations, and rhey return (4) 
withour any. 


They make three Feaſts in the So- 
lemnity of their Marriages; the firſt, 
that Night the Bride is brought home; 
the ſecond, the next Day, which is only 
foc the Women; and the third, the ſe- 
venth Day, when they fay the Bride is 
made a Woman; and at this her Father, 
Mother. and all her Relations bear > 
part. That Day the Father makes Pre- 
teats to his Son in law; as Sweet-meats 
and Shecp. When the Husband 
firſt abroad, which he is not uſed ro do 
till che fevench Day, they have # Cu- 

ſtom fot him to buy Fiſb, and bring 
chem home, aud give them either to his 


— 


* — — —_—_—_  ——C___. th A 
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(4) They ive no-great Reaſon to nth 


x Friendly Reception, that have 


a Strumpet 
tony a believing * inſtead of n cha chaſt W 


(08133: h 

Mother, or ſome other Woman, who eaſts 
them at his Wife's Feet, as a Sign of 
(/ good Lack... „ 

Beſides theſe three Entertainments, 
they have two others in the . Father's 
Houſe ; one the Day before the Marri- 
age of his Daughter, when they Dance 
all Night; the other the Day after; for 
the Women that dreſs d the Bride. Theſe 
do their Duty with much Ceremony ; 
fot they adorn her Head with much Wan» 
tonneſs, colour her Lips with Vermili> 
on, paint her Hands and Feet with a 
ſhining (m) Black, laying on little 
Things that will not laſt long; at which 
time the Bride is expos'd ini an eminent 
Place, that ſhe may be ſeen by all. fy 


— 


— — 
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(1) What relation Filly has to good Ruck, does 
not occur to me: Bur evety Nation has its diffe- 
ring Fopperies and Idolatries. Fiſh I know 1s 
very nouriſhing, and very numerous in its En- 
cteafe - If the Ceremony tende to adambrate 
and Procrcarion I can readily admit of t. 
(m) As we have our Licks and Paints, and 
white Works to adorn us in Europe; they have as 
many Decorations to adorn their Brides with. 
Blac being as great a Beauty amongſt them, "28 
White is amongſt us: No wonder then they Stu- 
oY to improve their Charms, and add Luſtre to 
their natüral Complexions, by fuch a hue as is 
taking to them, tho” Odious to us. 
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When ſhe is gone to her Husband's 
Houſe, her Friends ſend many large Veſ- 
ſels, full of Bread ſtcep'd in Oil- and Ho- 
ney, and often whole Sheep | roaſted; 
and he invites many Perſons to his Feaſt, 
among whom he Diſtributes theſe Pre- 
fents. | "RR. 
If a Widow marry, it is done with 
() leſs noiſe: And in the Entertain- 
ment they give only Beef, Mutton and 
Pullets, all boil'd : The Number of the 
Gueſts muſt not exceed ten or twelve 
Perſons. The common People Feaſt at 
leaſt Expence; for at their Matriages 
they have a great Wooden Platter, with 
mine d Meat and Pottage. | 
Thoſe of Algiers and Tunis do not imi- 
tate the other Mahometans in the great 
Multiplicity of their Wives, but are con- 
tent with one or two; for. they are ob- 
lig'd ſtrictly to obſerve an Equality a- 
mong them, and to treat them in the 
lame manner, aſſigning to each the ſame 
Quantity of Moveables and age ed 
| This 
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. x) No Reaſon that a ſecond hand Wife ſhould 
9 Nt the pomps and ſhew of a Virgin Bride. 
'Tis happy enough for her ſhe meets with a fe- 
cond Cully, Two Triumphs are too much 

ne Maiden- head. Inſtead of ſaving a Citizen, 
ſhe has deſtroy d one, and endanger d a ſecond. 


2 


C 
This hinders not their being (o) Rivals, 
and having cruel Hatreds to one another, 
which deſcend to their Children, and are 
often the Cauſes of many Tragedies. 
They are in Love as others, without c- 
ver ſeeing their Miſtreſfes ; but having 
obtain'd them of their Parents, they 
aſſign the Dowry, which muſt be accept- 
ed by them. Some Days before the 
Marriage, the Lover ſends his Miſtreſs 
divers forts of Meats, and they make a 
Feaſt and Ball at both their Houſes. In 
her own Houſe the young Woman fits 
on the Ground, for in Barbary they uſe 
no Chairs nor Stools ; and while they 

dance, the changes her Dreſs () often- 
times, appearing among them with her 

Hands and Arms painted, and ſometimes 
her Face all cover d with divers Jewels. 
About Night ſhe is conducted with her 

| . 466 % % 122007 2 
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(o) No civil Uſage from a Husband can Re- 
concile two Wives to each other. - Rivalſhip will 
make 'em hate, and hatred will make em Myr- 
therers. This is the Miſery of the Man, as well 
as the Nature of the Beaſt. ITT 3 

(p) By this various and gaudy. Appearance, _ 


they endeavour to attract their Husband's LG 
an c 


Affection: For as one Dreſs may not 


Charm ſo much as another, fo. ever, one 
gives new Beauties by the ſhifting ef the 
Scenes. | | | e 
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Face cover d. attended with Drums, and 
other Inſtruments of Muſick; and her 
Husband takes her, and is ſhut up with 
her in his Chamber, while all his Rela- 
tions anxiouſly expect to know whether 
| the be found a Virgin, chat they may 
go on with the uſual Rejoicings on the 
like Occaſions. The new-married con- 
_ finueſeven Days at home, without go- 

ing abroad, only the Husband gagth 
forth to che Bath, which he is oblig'd d to 
do as often as he enjoys his VVife. 


The Moors of Feypt have many Wives, 
which they keep in the ſame Ceragl/s, or 
Cloiſter, where every one has her parti- 
cular Chamber: But the Mears of Gra- 
ada that were driven from Spain, called 
Morus Francos, can have no more than one 
VVife. Thoſe of Egypt, the better to 
aſſure their Miſtreſſes of their Affecti- 


ons for them, (9) burn their Bodies 


with red hot Trons, and cut their Arms 

in many places before them; and if, at 

ſuch an Action their Miſtreſſes (r) 5 
their 


4 
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(9) This is the "We viole i proce as the | 

ON uſe, (Page 84. ) therefore needs | 
be farther inſiſted on. | 

* If my Miſtreſs will pot kiſs her Hand to 

me upon lefs rigorous Terms, the may kiß her 

OWN 
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their Hands, it is a Sign they ſhall ob. 


tain what they deſire. e 
| They who inhabit Ja and ge⸗ 


nega, among the een e ma- 


ny VVives as they can keep ; though 
they ſhew greater Honour to ſome,” than 
others, according ta their Birth, or worth 


of their Families. As toon as a VVo- 


man is known to be wich Child, her Hus. 
band muſt (g) not lie with 
more till ſhe is brought to Bed. 


2 The Tartars that are Subjects to. the 


Meſcovites marry many V Viyes ; and the 
more they have, are eſteem'd the rich- 
er, and more reſpected; and that makes 
them ſtrive which ſhall have moſt. 


8 _— 


own Breech if ſhe pleaſes 1 ſhati-erondule-miy 

Head no farther about her. I will not buy Gold 

e Thirls er 
s is is v to 

MA of N For why ſhould 4 Man 


Ebour in vain: And ſow his Ground, where ihbe 
Seed muſt not only be infallibly loſt; but may: 
be peradventore detrimental to the Crop th is 
already ſhat up? Nature cannot but be Wiſe, aft 
we fee ſhe refuſes the Company of the Male Creg- 
rures, wherronce they are inpregha½V½t > 
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The Tartars de Procop, called the Lit. 
tle Tartars, have alſo many Wives: They 
buy oftentimes Slaves, that they often- 
times make their Wives; by whom, 
af they have Children, and live virtuouſ- 


ly, they are treated very honourably ; 
and therefore often have very modeſt and 


(7) obedient Wives, being deliver'd 
from the Miſery of Slavery, to the Li- 


berty of Marriage. There reigns ſuch 
an horrid Jealouſie among theſe Tartars, 


that they never ſuffer their Wives to go 
ro Church, or any where without them: 


And they are the ſame to their (2) Con- 
cubines, though they have a very great 
Number of them. VVhen any Man 
dies after Marriage promis d, the VVo- 
man is not allow'd to marry, becauſe 

| ; $8" 2 they 
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t) An Argument of a very grateful and gene- 
11. Diſp 4 ſt their Women: Where. | 
as, if a Man does ſo in England, ſhe is the firſt 
that Domineers, and inſults over the Family; 
nay upon a ſmall Provocation will Comb his 
Wig with a three legged Stool. However ſome 


Have been fo raſh as to venture. 


(uv) The jealouſie is never more juſtifiable 


than towards fuch Women as have made familiar 


with their own Virtue ; yet, if a Man will be ſo 


Preſumptuous as to take more Ground in his 
Hands than he can conveniently Occupy, Nature 


will not that it ſhould lye waſte: He ought to 


conſider his Stock, or ſubmit to the conſequences 
his Folly, ; e 


( 105 ) 


vv. think they ſhall meet in the * | 8 XY: + 


orld, and ( w )c conſummate there. 


(v) If the poor Brideg finds | be has been 
revented in Polleſiion o his Bride, when he has 
iſcover'd it in Yother World, £2 meaſures - 
muſt the Man have of Reparation, for I preſume 
= cannot ſend *em to their . | again? 
their G RN 


Marriage Ceremonies. 
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The C n and Ceremonies obſerved 
in the Marruges of the Idolaters 
and Pagans. 


: 


| HE Indians are either Pagans, Ma- 
| hometans, Jews, Chriſtians of St; 
Thomas, or Roman Catholicks; but as 
they all follow in their Marriages thoſe 
Rules their Religion preſcribes them, 
we will diſcourſe in this Part only of 
thoſe that remain yet in the Darkne of 
' Paganiſm and Idolatf 7. 


In 


( 107) i 
In ſome Places, the Pagans have only 
one principal VVife, (but as many - 
thers ag they pleaſe) with whom Cog- 
tract is commonly made at Marriage, 
that they {hall caſt themſelves into their 
Husband's () Funeral-Pilet. Their 
Marriages are celebrated eight Days, 
with Muſick, Balls and Feaſts; and all 
that time the Gueſts apply themſelves ro 
nothing but Singing, Dancing, and all 
ſorts of Rejoicings. They dance after 
their manner, two and two together in 
divers Couples; when they meet, they 
change two little (þ ) Sticks they hold in 
their Hands. e 


The 
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(a) If we were to have fach a Clauſe inſerte d 
in our Wedding Writings, I fear me, we ſhould 
moſt of us be Batchelors : Tis abhorrent from i 
Nature to _ young Woman to be burnt, 
becauſe her Husband died before. Sure theſe; © 
Wives are very tender and cautious of their Hu. 
bands in a fit of Sickneſs, ſince both their Lives 
are fo fatally twiſted in the ſame Thread. What 
would our Widows think af this contract, ihat 
can follow a fourth Husband to the Grave, and 
«te got unprovided of another at the fame ia 
nant?! 28 5 F103 3: Bit. 

(b) Their Dancings being not aliagether-ſo 
 Methodical as our Country Dances, thoſe Sticks 

ſerve to know their own Partners by, When they 
meet in Confuſion of their 'Merigmnant.” © ©? 

| eee r 
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Ihe People of * Cun- 
* Cunkan is s tan and T Balagatta mar- 


ennſiderable Kingdom f 
214. Fall Indie- ry their Sons at Seven 


+ Balgatta, or Ba- or Eight Vears of Age, 


lagnata, „ Coun- — 
1 of Afia, aug and make them conſum- 


3 ee mate at () Twelve. 
bt River Ganges. Be fore the Marriage, the 
Ut, Relations entertain a 
Fortnight, ſitting at Table almoſt Day 
and Night, Drums and Trumpets play- 
ing. The VVedding-day all the Rela- 
tions meet together at the Bridegroom's 
Houſe, and ſiting on the Ground, con- 
firm the Marriage; after which, to add 
greater Force to their Promiſes, they walk 


(4) ſeven Times round the (e) Fixe. 
They 


(e) Some of our Europeans are as forward as 
theſe Indians, far they conſummate long before 
twelve, and are half rotten by that time too; So 

tbe diſtant of the Climate, and their extraordina- 
| Hear does not ripen their Men much ſooner 
than ours, tho' ſome of the Fruits of their Soil 
can't endure our colder Blaſts. | wh 
. A) Number Seven has been thought to have 
ſomething very Myſtical in it: And all the Hea- 
_ thens in general had a peculiar Veneration for 
it: And we cannot but imagine ſomething in it: 
Since the Fews were of that Opinion, and we 
find it commanded in many Places of the Scrip- 
ture ex reſly. . 12 . | 
(e) There is no queſtion to be made, but 
this was an imprecation upon the diſloyalty of 
the Performances of the Contract; as ſeveral q. 
ther Ceremonies were uſed to expreſs the fans 
: | G | 1 - Inten- 
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They marry always with Perſons of theit 


own Rank; and the Bride brings no- 


thing to her Husband, but a little Jewel 


of ſmall value. 


Thoſe of the King- 


| Xx ” ' 
iſnagar ha 
dom of Biſnag „ 


ir 


* of Wives; and when Indies. 
married, the King for a4 
ſmall (f) Sum from the Women, will, 
upon their Deſire, looſe them from the 
Bands of Matrimony, and grant them 
Liberty to marry others; all the Cere- 
mony of this Divorce is only laying a 
Piece of (g) Iron on the Woman's 
| | Shoulder, 
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Intentions of Fidelity amongſt others: Tho' the 
Mediums differ, they mean a Curſe upon the 


Falſe. Not but that the Perſians have ſo ſuperſti- 
tious a Veneration for Fire, that it their Houſe 
was on Fire, they would not try to put it out. 


(F) The Party deſiring to be oblig'd, ought 


to pay ſome acknowledgment : 'The Man having. 
we Liberty of variety, is 9 ſufterer by the 
| wes : And tho we 


ubſtractions of one of his 
have not the Indulgence of Numbers, yet ſuch a 


practice amongſt, us would be. ee e 


ouſe to the Crown. 


g Some Ceremony is neceſſary, and no great | 


what; however, this is as agreeable to 
as the Romen Manumiſſion, who my 


| Sat 


* Biſnager ir 4 | 


| (110 „ 
Shoulder, who is by that ſet free. Thete 
ate in chat Kingdom many Parents, that 
by Vow confecrate their Daughters Vix- 
ginity to ſome Idol; and when that is 
done, they are conducted by Night, 
with all their Relations to the Tem- 
ple; when come thither, they get up in 
to 4 Stone-Pulpit, all adorn'd with Ta- 
peſtry and Cloth of Gold, and in the 
preſence of them all, embrace the ( ) 
Idol three times. 


Thoſe of Canara obſerve the ſame 
Rites in their Marriages, as thoſe of 
Cuuſ an. | 1 


The People of + Ma- 
1 3 1 labar, hes inhabas the 
ther Eaſt nies, Coaſt of lrdis on this 
mo ein . fide Ganges, are divided 
into the Bramini, Nairi, and Macheſi, that 


are 


—— 
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1 3 FF . SAO CAL 
* 


ts Nene free, by y giving em laben hs: 
And if we may ſtrain th emony of tlie Iron a 
little, che Wthdfogy was to ſhew the Woman, 

. rhat'by being out of the Man's Protectioti, ſhe 

hac all che Burthen of Lite now upon der on 
Shoulder, which was her Husbatids before. r "TE 

. A merry Method indeed of dying a Maid 

but I preſiings r at theſe Voraries are as wiſe 
the Papiſts that vow their Virginity to Je Jefin 
borker | his Prieſt officiate for him. 


* 


(am) 


are the meaneſt of them. The firſt ars 
and uſe different 


the moſt reſpected, 
Manners of Living. T 


young, that is, at Seven or Eight Vears 

: They. neter make 15 Alliance 
oh any of — Rank, and may mar- 
ry twice. The Nairi, who live in che 
Country, cannot only marry” with noue 
bur of their own Degree, but are pro- 
hibired more than one Wife. It is not 
fo with the VVomen ; they may have 
(i) three Husbands all at the fame time, 
who without any () Jealouſie, contri- 
bute to the Maintenance of her, and her 
Children. When one of the Husbands 
goes to the Wife's Houſe, he leaves his 


Arms at the Door, and the ochets take 


care not to enter till he is gone. 


The women of Malabar are very A 


Daughters are Fourtech, their Parents 


T 


— — at * 


5 Here indeed the Women have much Rel 3 


of the lay: And I preſume upon this Infor- 


mation. it was the Exgliſb Ladies, reſolv's fo © 
often to e Kat lucas to pul cheir For- 


tunes. 


(k) Kuen makes thin eaſie: And as by 
Jaſtinition che 


their Lubricity, fo one Woman 
of anfrering al their * 
v 3 — 


— 


hey marry verx 


morous ; and therefore, as ſoon as theie 


muſt not {o tnuch of pers 4 


1 1 
warry them, to preſerve the Honour of 
their Family, of which they are not ve- 
ry jealous neither; concluding, they 
merit greater (/) Eſteem, the more 
Lovers they have. They uſe many Ce- 
remonies and Rejoicings in their Marria- 
ges. As ſoon as the Marriage is agreed, 
they go to the Temple, or Pagode, to 
preſent the Bridegroom and Bride to theit 
Prieſts: After fiſteen Days, the Relati- 
ons and Friends of the Bride conduct her 
to her Husband's Houſe, where they 
paſs the Time in Diverſions of Muſick 
and Balls, which only the VVomen 
make, and are admit d by the Men for 
their () Dreſſing and Beauty. They 
give to all, even Strangers, Refteſhments. 
After the manner of the Country, the 
new married ſit in a rais d Throne richly 
habited, and ſo loaded with Jewels, they 
can ſcarce bear them. The Room where 
theſe Feaſts are made, is always richly 
flurniſh d 
(.) A crowd of Admirers, is other Womens 
vanity as well as theirs, becauſe a Mark of Univer- 
al liking : And ſame of our Parents are as little 


Follicitous of their Daughters Conduct, provi- 
2 they are firſt well married, as thoſe of Nala. 


m) Where. ever there is a Conflux of People, 
the Women will appear to all poſſible Advan- 
tage; dreifing adds to Beauty, that to Love, and 
5 to Deſire, therefore One Wedding begets 
mother. . 


* 


. 
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( Theſe People are ſomewhatlike the Chri- 

ſtians in their Cheer and Prodigality. Wr 


+ C083 | 
furniſh'd with Gold, Arras and Silk; and 
(n) twice a Day they cover the Table, 


to Treat the Gueſts, at the Expence of 


the Husband ; the Bride returning home 
every Night, with the Women appointed 


to wait on her. At laſt (o) fifteen days 


being ſpent in Rejoicing and Feaſting, 


the New-marricd get upon an Elephant, 
richly drefs'd, ſitting on two Seats,” and 


are followed by all their Train, which 
goes on foot through the City: They 
{top at Relations Houſes, Who preſent 
Sweet-Meats to the Company, and caſt 
divers Odoriferous Liquors upon the 
Elephant; no one omitting to do ſome- 
thing, for that would be a very great 


Neglect. The Cavalcade ended, they 
all go to the Pagodo, or Temple; thence 


to the Bride's Houſe, where they conſum- 


mate the Marriage; and every one in 


the Train departs after he has made a 


' Preſent to him that led the Elephant. 
When one of Conchin marries, whoſo-" 
ever he is, he may not lye with his Bride 


the firſt Night; but is oblig d to give 


N 


n An — J- 
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(%) This. keeping che Bridegroom gt ſame 


reaſonable diſtance, makes his deſires mos euger; 
thus we lead the Stallion; up to the, Mares ang. 
then turn him ſhort from her, to render. him more 
IE e His wer Dean ten 
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impetuous. 
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her to a Bramino, who lies with her. 
Theſe are ſo fear d, and reſpected, no 
one dares hinder them lying with any 
Woman; nay, the Common Peo- 


and good Omen. 


ple are ſo fooliſh, to believe it a Favour, 


The Malleani, that live in the Moun- 
tains of Malabar, have only one Wife, 
who is (2) always with them, even at 
Hunting. In this they differ very much 
from other Pagans. in thoſe Parts; who, 
to ſpeak Truth, have no Wives, all Wo- 
men being common among them. 


(a) Bengala or Bengal, is 
a Kingdom in the Eaſt-In- 
dies, on the River Ganges. 


under the Great Mogul: It 


is a very fruitful Country, and 


extends. 220. Leagucs from 


Eaft io Weſt, and 120 from 
North to South. * 


21 In (a ) Bengala 


they allow Polyga- 


my, according to 
their Abilities to 
maintain them, but 
keep them in cloſe 


6 6464 Cuſtody, --- 


| (p) It they are under a neceſſity of having the 
Firſt Fruits of every Nuptial. they might truſt *em 
with any Woman. afterwards, unleſs - Marriages 
are rare among em, or their Prieſts numerous and 


vigorous. J 
) This may proceed from Jealouſy in the 

wt) if ſo, her Company <a; but beithioms 

to the good Man, who, ten to þne, had rather be 


with any Man's Wife in the Pariſh th 


an his own ; 


a great many of our Husbands wou'd at aft. 


) Reſtraint makes a Woman an 


gry, and" the 


it, and the Devil furniſhes em with an op- 
Coekold, 


Tn 


Pens 


portunity ; thus the poor Husband is a 
thſlanding all his Care, 


notwi 


1 = 


| ( 115: ) | 
N In (20 Pegu they have extraordinary 
eremonies in t heit 


arria es. As the (b) Pegu, on of the 
8²⁸ A Y rinc!ipal Cities in the Faſt. 


* were heretofore Indies. The\Kingaom: of Pe- 


much addicted to gu was ,once. 4 me porets 
an unnatural Vice, r Ke 
theit Queen made [1316428 Ini 
very ſevere Paniſhments for thoſe tigt 
ſhould be Convicted; of it, eyen. to the 
Burning them alive: And to divert the 
Fury of this infamous Luſt, ſne Com- 
manded the Women ſhould go almoſt 
(5) naked, to attract Men's Love to them. 
When they Marry, they muſt” pay the 
Father of the young Woman a certain 
Sum agreed on, which he pays back if 
he will haye his Daughter home, from a- 
ny ill Uſage of her Husb and, ho may 
likewiſe leave her, only he is to keep and 
Educate the Children. The Women be- 
ing naturally extreamly Amorous, the 
Men are very nice in Marrying them, 
making the ſtricteſt Enquiries before they 
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7 5 There are many things in Women that 
ſweetly impoſe upon our-Will, and. raiſe up the 
old in us; but for all Women indifferent i do ꝗppoſe 
thegreateſt part of their oa ot muſt ruine 
the very dehpn. it was iqjoyn' d for... Bamfharity 
with thoſe. Objects makes the Impreſhons feeble, 
and ſomething conceaF'd, while ſome tew Beauties 
areexpos d gives a wonderful Litillation to Heſire, 
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engage. And from hence it is, that ma- 


ny Fathers, to preſerve their Daughters 
Virgins, ſow up their Padenda, and in 


that Condition deliver them to their Hus- 
bands, that they may be (t) aſcertain d 


of their Honeſty. The King, and thoſe 
of greateſt Quality, lie not the firſt Night 
with their Wives, but admit others, and 
pay them bountifully, that will give them- 
ſelves the («) Trouble. | 

In (a) Siam, after the manner of Pegs, 

\ _ they may Marry 
(a) Siam, „ Town aud many Wives. But 
| n the Naben of 
| i þ | theſe Countries ob- 
ferve not their ridiculous Ceremonies, fit 
only for a Nation blinded with Idolatry. 

The Chineſe marry their Sons very 
young, ſome Fathers marrying them as 
ſdon as they are ( w ) born. The * 
i ecken erh 
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(+ ) If they have no other Security for the Wo- 
man's being a Virgin but a Needletul of Thread, 
that is but a ſlender one; for I know one gave 20 
Guineas for ſuch a Commodity, and found his Chap 
had cheared him.. 8 

() This is unaccountable indeed, that a Fa- 
ther {ſhou'd take ſo much care to preſerve a Thing, 
that is not only ſo little valued as to be thrown a- 
ws but even Men are hired to take it away, 
(a 


) Theſe early Marriges never turn to ac- 
count, they are good only to ſecure an Eſtate for 
the Parties, and prevent their throwing themſelyes 
away; but where all Weddings are publick; there 
18 no occaſion for this Cautio SOTO 


- 


do it. There are 
— e 
ee | 


is (117) 


band gives the Wife'a Dowry. The Wed. 


ding- Day the Bride's Father makes a 
ſplendid Entertainment, to which he in- 
vites all the Relations and Friends of his 


new Son. The next Day the Father — 5 


or, far want of him the neareſt Kin 

man of the Bridegrom does the ſame. 
After the Entertainment, the Husband 
gives the Dowry to his Bride, in pro- 


{ence of all the Gueſts ; which ſhe pre- 


ſently gives to her (x): Father and Mo- 
ther, if they be alive, for the Trouble 


and Charges they have had in Educa- 
ting her: And therefore here a Man is 


reckon d Rich, in proportion te the 


Daughters he has. The Father may uſe 


this Dowry with all Freedom; hut 
when he dies, it returns to his Daugh- 
ter, for the Advantage of her Children, 
or to be otherwiſe: diſpos d of at her 


Pleaſure. A Man may have many Wives, 


but the firſt married is reckon d his 
true Wife; the other are only look d 
upon as Friends, and often forc'd to da 
the Drudgery of Servants : They live 
* N 1 firſt, my oy others 

3 3 abroad 


. We may eodcluls their Women make 
ifes, ſince a Husband always purchaſes 

— and their Parents willing enough 10 dip 
ot em, ſince it tends ſo highly to their — 
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abroad; and if Merchants, i in Places where 
they Traftick. _ 

They chink it unlawful to Mairy Si- 
ſtors, or other near Relations; and ob- 


-». ſerve not to take a Wife of tht own 


(y) Name, tho no Relation to them; 
and Marry the fame Age and Quality. 


The Conditions of their Mind are con- 


ſider d more than Beauty: The ordinary 
Price they give for them, is, an Hun- 


dred Crowns, and often leſs. The Com- 


mon People buy and ſell their (⁊2) Wives 


at pleaſure. Mandoza, a grave Author, 


reports, That in the Provinces border 
ing on Tartan, the Governors and Vice- 
Roys preſcribe a certain Time both to 
the Men and Women, within which they 
are oblig d, either to ſhut themſelves up 
in a Cloiſter, or (a Marry. When that 
Time is come, all that will Marry, ap- 
pear. the Set Day at a City appointed 
in Nenne erden ion that end. When 


1 * ” 


105 58 dar People in ds are 5555 that ſat» 
tous Opinion, and many, Inſtances may daily 
wh ht to prove the ill ſucceſs of ſuch Marri- 
agen p bis by what Fatality I gn't conjecture, 
oi) W Women are a good C in ſeveral 
Countries, but here's Man has the advantage of 
ſelling his Wife fairly, and making a Pens other, 


* 
jd 
» 


when be has otherwiſe done with her. 


-( 4) There is no queſtion to be made, 1 
at certain Periods and Stages of time things arrive. 


. Ab perfection and maturity: & who 'anticipates/ em, 
* em, and to retard em is n 200 


2 


(119) 


there, they preſent themſelves. to twelye WY 4 1 


principal Perſons, named by the King; 
who take, in Writing, the Names of - 


the Men and Women, and their Quali- 


ties, informing themſelves exactly What 
Dowries the Men are able to give. Af. 


terwards they view che Liſt, boch of the 


Men and Women, and if they find more 
Men than Women, or more Women than 
Men, they caſt Lots; and the others, are 
Married firſt the next Neat. Six of the 
twelve Perſons divide the Men into three 
Claſſes; put the Rich in the firſt, Wu. 
out any Regard to their (5 Breeding 
and Accompliſhments; thoſe that ate 
moderately ſo, in the next; and the 
Poor in the laſt. While theſe make the 
Diviſion in the Men, the others divide 

the Women in three other Claſſes; put- 

ting in one the Faireſt, in another the 

leſs Fair, and in the laſt thoſe that are 


leaſt handfom; They align the (e) lels 


H 4 Fair 


fully inclin'd to value Riches, and underyalueeve- 
ry Qualification elſe ; as if nothing, could make 
Men happy, bucabundance of Mony) 


__ en wit ſmall Fortunes muſt not expect 


handfonie Wives, bur have a' penny brech uc - 
ding to their Penny, where à Juſt diſtribution is 

e between Man and Man. Beauty here is che 
only Dawry a Woman brings, therefore he that 
has the moſt opulent Fortune ſhould have the hand- 
ſomeſt Woman, {ance tis all he can expect tor hh 


6120) 
Fair to the leſs Rich, without paying a- 
ny thing for them; the leaſt Handſom 
to the Poor; and afterwards ſhare a- 
mong them all the Money they have 
oblig'd the (4) Rich to pay. Theſe 
Marriages being Adjuſted in this man- 
ner, they have great Rejoycings in the 
Houſes the King has Appointed them: 
For in every of theſe Cities there arc 
Houſes furniſh d with many Beds, and 
all things neceſſary for Living; inſo- 
much that every one takes what he 
wants, and keeps them for Fifty Days 
that the Feaſt laſts; after which, they all 
return home. 233951 #25053 A Ho 
All theſe Circumſtances are obſerv'd 
moſt by the Commonalty, and not by 
the Gentry, and Perſons of higher 
Rank, who are not ſubjected to this Law, 
but may Marry when, and how they 
pleaſe. | + DUB ue 


Thoſe 
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(4) This is prudent enough, that as the meaner 
Sort are allotted the plaineſt Women, ſo thoſè that 
are able to pay a Market Price, ſhould have the 
Flower of the Market; and their Fines which they 
are amerced, ſerye to put the poorer Sort in ſome 
method of getting their Bread, 
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6121) 
Thoſe of (4) Japan have commonly 

only one Wife, but | 

are Divorc'd from (a) Japan, . Japonia, 

her, and ſend her = — Country 2 he E. 

home for very ſmall 1 Ja 178 We tobe. 

Cauſes, and after- is ltd, ad 0 


wards marry o- n 
thers. The Women have not the ſame 


The Heathen Tartars haye many: 
Wives, who Live together in great quiet. 
They give Money to their Wives Mo- 
thers, as a Recompence for the Advan- 
tage re&iv'd from them. The firſt, 
Wife is look d upon moſt Lawful, and 
ſo are the (e) Children born of her. 
When the Father dies, the Son may Mar- 
ry all his Wives, excepting his Mother, 
and her Siſters: They Marry their 
Half - Siſters, after their Brother's Death; 
and make very great Entertainments at 


( 822 ) 

The People of (a) Tangut and (5) Ca- 
t matry as many 
(i) Tangut, - Tangu- Wives as they can 
Aſlan 2 keep And if any 
China, and the Baſt- Indies. poor young Woman 
( b e jane Hyg (#3) be beautiful, 
Ruger f Alu, ple, 7 4 rich Man "mat 
of China- tries her preſontly, 
and gives her Mo- 

ther and Family a Reward to have her; 
as, Catrel; Slaves, and oftentimes Mo- 
ney; they valuing only Beauty, They 
have to Thirty Wives, more or leſs; ac- 
cording to their Abilities; but the ſirſt 
is always chiefeſt. Aud if any is infirm, 
of not agreeable; they fend: her (g) Home. 
They Matry their Relations, as the 7ay- 
tars do, even to their Stop-mothers. 
In Cy### they have à Cuſtom diffe- 
rent from the People of Tangul, when 
they are married ; they invite all the 
Strangers that come into the Counrry-to 
their Houſes, and leave them freely with 
their Wives, who have a Counter- ſign at 
the Door, which they take not away till 
5 they 
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Y) Beauty was always a Dowry, but ſeldom or 
1 ) 1 4500 Fort me rer 7 7. 5 . 

This is Hot keeping etm in Sickneſ and in 
Health, but as they pay Mony for their Wives 
they expect to be ſerv d and pleasd by em; when 


they can no longer do that, Troop is the Word. 


( $233 ) | 
they go, that the Husband may then 0 ) 
return. 

In (a) Caſcar they leave (i) Strangers 
with their Wives, 
without any Jea- (a) Caſcar, > Ciry-and 


_ Kingdow in Tuxqueſtan, in 
louſie. And 2 Tay. K ; 


Kingdom of Pein, 
if any one be abſent Twemy. Days tos 
gether, his Wife may Marry another 


Husband ; and Men may, after chat term, | 


marry again where-ever they are. 
The Canarini, in the Iſle of G, Wor⸗ 
ſhip a naked Statue, to which they bring 


their Daughters when they will marry 


them, that they may pray for the hap- 


py Succeſs of theit Marriage. The Pray- 


er ended, the Daughter is matried to 
the firſt that ſeeks her. As to the Feaſts 
and Ceremonies obſervd on the) Wed- 


ding-day, we have treated in the Chapter 5 


of the b of {1 49 Goa, 
). 344,55 AE 


„ — 


TS) As Beaur /ixchar thar ple 3 | 


ſtom makes familiar; is fo far being infamous, 


that it ĩs got on a Duty- to N * | 
Tis not the Friendſhi — have for | 
# the Srl 


_ but the diſlike of the Hardſhips o 
Toyle, that makes em impoſe Ic on em, 
Be 2 for em. | 
We it believe em rirtiüs * care 
whether are ſh or not; ſore Germans too 


divide har with their Frieqds, MI 


Ad utores. 
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The Negroes of Africa, that dwell in 
the Kingdom of Serralione, have in every 
City or Borough an Houle a- part from 
others, where their Daughters retire, and 
are Inſtructed for one Yeor, by an Old 
Man, of a good Family, Vertuous and 
Religious. At the end of the (1) Year 
they come forth all together, well dreſs'd, 
and go into the publick Piazza, to dance 
to ſeveral Inſtruments of Muſick : Their 
Fathers are preſent, and the young Men 
chuſe whom they like beſt, giving ſome - 
thing to their Fathers before they mar- 

them. They preſent alſo the old Man, 

or his Trouble of Inſtructing and keep. 
ing them; then take them home, where 
they compleat the Ceremonies of their 
Marriages. Yi st zuck Rn 203 
In (a) Guinea, when the Sons are Old 
A0 enough to marry, 
2 very large: their Fathers ſeek 
Serien, chem Wives; and 
when they have 

found to their Minds, give them, and 
oblige them to take them, thougli ne- 
Sensei gal * £3 | n Og 
(.), No Woman ſhould pretend to marry till 
ſuch time ſhe has been througbly inſtructed in Vir- 
tue, Diſcretion and Religion, that ſhe may know: 
how to adminiſter every thing with Decency in 
1 

a N 1 . | 
alaſs, are Fruitful Mathers, and good for nothing 

elſe behides, © 37 04.2742 67. deen (>) , 
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vet ſeen before.” The Son has nothing 


from his Father, who ſends him naked 


if he has gain'd nothing by his 'own 
Labour) into the World, to lay the 


Foundation of his own Family. The 


Bride's (») Relations give them a ſmall 
Sum in Gold; and though” very Rich, 

add little more than what hs Poor” give; 
for what they receive is only for the Ex- 
pence of the Feaſt. This Cuſtom is ſo 


well obſerv'd, that the King's Daugh- 


ters have no more than one Slave to ſerve 


them. The Bride ſwears, in the Pre- 
ſence of the Company, that ſhe will be 
faithful and preſerve her Conjugal Cha- 
ſtity: VVhich Oath is never . d of 


the () Husband. 
If, duting the Marriage, a Man get 10 


marks that he is able to maintain another 


VVife, he cannot marry her wirhour the 
Conſent of the firſt; to which if ſhe con- 
wy he is —_ d to >. her ſo much; 

man and 


1 — 8 ad. 


1m... 


( — Here it Gente ue always an — 
tion from the Woman's Friends, tho' the Man has 
nothing, and it ſeems a little hard on the Man's 


ſide, that he ſhould be turn d out ot 'Doors by: his? 
Father, and no other Proviſion made for him har! 


a Wife he knows nothing ot 
PE Such an Oath 7 the Man would — 
marrying a ſecond Wife when able, and a 
the al receiving for her Conſent a.Gratui 7 
rods — amends for the Fortune ſhe brov 
- ow Wrong" ſhe-ſalkers' nd 'Patrier 101 hf 
VE. : 24808 Dag I} 25 
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C20) 

and 'the VVoman is received into the 
Houſe, more as a Concubine, than VVife. 
VVhen the Husband obſerves his V'Vife 
grow (o) old, he may forſake her, to mar- 
ry a younger. However, he keeps her 
in his Houſe, where ſne is bound to give 
an Account of it, and ſerve the younger; 
look after the Kitchen, and do / what 
pleaſes her Husband. 
The People of (a) Monomotapas i in the 

Lower Ethiopia, 


<4) r 1% marry according to 
City and Kingdom in the their Abilities, as 


Southern /Echiopia in Afri- 
oa, of great Basen, contain. many Wives as = 
ing in it 25 other Kingdoms; will; but the firſt 


and reaches from the. North + is the chiefeſt, the 
8 age Spann others ſerve her, 
and her Children 
ſucceed i in the Inheritance. No one may 
marry a Woman paſt Child-bearing ; 
And when. the Wome are firſt Big, 
there is great Joy in their Families. The 


old Women, whes not like to (y) Con- 
——  ceive, 


* 


— 
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(e Thi is laudable « „ accoiding to Na- 
ture and Poli * For why Id a Man bind 
himſelf to a ped. that can anſwer but the * 

of three Grand Articles 
_ Doubeleſs Barrenneſs is a Lawful Impedi- 
mom tho' we have many old Folks paſt Love, or 
1 oved, and yet they muſt have a Husband : 

ice more abominable than all the . of 
2 and ſhe that — warm at Sixty, ſure 
was ſcalding hot at Sixteen. 2 SI 


a. 
— — m 
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(27 
ceive, may not marry.” The Viegins go 
Naked till married, and then wear a thin 
Silk; and when they have Children, 
cover their Bellies and en 0 ? } 
cloſer. © © | 
The Inhabitants of (a) Zocotan have 

the like Polygamy, / 

and may change 115 Hader 
them at pleaſure, and ml Pd per the 3 
and that by carry | | Languebae 

ing them into a 9925 
Market, or publick placo; 1 0 chey | 
exchange for others, eiter fo a Time, 
or for ever. 0 


Thoſe of (3) 5 content tem- 2 


ſelves with one (7) e 
Wife, though they * | 
are not forbid many. . 

The Samogoſi have many, not ſo much | 
out of Luſt, as to gain ( Authority 
by * and a Multitude of Chi 


dren. 


„ ** 


(aq ) When they corne to-Child Bearing they | 
are fender, and ought tp preſerve thoſe Parts mor 
eſpecially from the Inipries of the Weather, which 
ſo immediately tend to the propagatian, Produdt- 
on and Support of the Tyfant. 

W222 How Toole belifes' themſelves would be 
cha ah Freſerv'd;” for many Men's De LINER ngs 
paſs upon the World Wah. ob ik it” were 

555 for the Cepſurt of the Faw, "would appear 
under a leſs Ce THAN mou 47 ; 
ng) OE were formerly. (pe at maſa 
EW. * TER 
* burthen- 


(128 |) 
dren- The Fathers never endow, or 
give any thing to their Daughters : Nay, 
He that marries one of them, makes 
their Parents Preſents, in propottion to 
their Abilities, or the Beauty of their 
Daughter. They celebrate their Marri- 
ages ſolemnly, with Songs, Muſick, 
Balls, and Panegyricks on the New- 
Married. When a Woman is taken in 
Adultery, ſhe attones for the Crime with 
her (F?) Life; as does the Adulterer: 
It is not ſo with the unmarried Women, 
to whom it is no (2) Diſhonour to have 
been enjoy d by their Lovers. 
The Inhabitants of (a) Horida have 
EO 22 _ Wife, to 
=_ Jet 17 4 very large i ingui them 

Nth Ame; from cheir Kings, 

- (34:0 390 ,- 15:1: 21and" great Lords, 
who haye two or three; but on this Com- 

_ pat however, that the firſt ſhall have 
7191 the 


burthenſome to moſt Families in Europe at leaſt» 
and as for ſtrengthening our Selves by their Mar- 
Aages,. Experience ſhews it is a groſs Error, and 
what has much impared thoſe other Families, that 
have matcfd in ſuch numerous and prolific Ones. 
() Adultery is a Crime, that where Cuſtom 
has not permitted it, has the leaſt to be ſaid in its 
| defence of any: But for People to be caught in the 

Fact, is ſuch an addition of Folly. to the Fault, 
that ĩt merits nothing leſs than Deat ng 
_ (4) Where a Woman has not tied up her own 
a E i quite 


\ 
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the chief Authority in the Houle, and 
that their Sons ſhall Inherit the Fathers 
Eſtares, or Government. But all theſe, 
Wives apply themielves indifferently to 
the Care of the Houſe: And when one 
is with Child, the Husband muſt not a- 
ny longer lie with her. 
The Iſlanders of (a) Cuba, before their 
Iſle was poſſeſſed 


by the chr e 1 7 


married at pleaſure, 7 America, to the br of 
the 


and only fo long as Florida, which ir one 
greatefi 9 to that 


they were content 

os of the aſcoves" 
ro keep together * 2 As Sen. N 
for the Separation . 
was as well on the one ſide, as the obe 


when they pleas d. . 

The Cacichi had divers Wives; ; and 
all invited to the Wedding, uſe the Bride 
at () pleaſure, as well among . 
of berter Rank, as the Commonalty. © 
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uice clear it from 1 Bo The Hollander 
dene take little or no notice of it, inſomuch 
that tis almoſt a Proverb, that there i is neyer 2 
CO and never an honeſt Woman in ane 


* ) Ifthey have many Giieſts the Bride! is to be 
lawn but who would not dye to be ſo ſweetly” 

not that any Accounts from them acquaint us 
with one particular Inſtance of any 9 PT) on 


her Welding Night. 0 5 1 
* A = — 2279 . 
| 0 11 by 1 0 1185 15 * - G - «x2 
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( 130 ) 
The (5) Ame. NN 1 N28 


riſtian 

65 74 * bf 6. Fa, mech =_ 
in rf ort me- this manner : ey | 
l j N 

e e brooms both © preſented 


the am Name, the Cent themſelves to their 
2 2 — 2 Prieſt; who taking 


Archbiſhep's Ser. them by their 

Hands, ask d them 
7 1 and laſtly of their De- 
married together. Then ta- 
= (x) Skirt of the Woman's 
and chat of the Man's Garment, 
— cher and led them ſo 
faſten'd to the Bride's Houſe, where was 
a great Fire kindled; they went ſeven. 
ies round this Fire, and ſate down to- 


gether; which ended all the Ceremo- 
nics, 


and the Marriage was compleat. 

The Inhahirants of Civola, or New Gra- 
nata, are content with one Wife, whom 
they may freely leave; as the Women 
may their Husbands with the fame Li. 
berty, when they know =y 89. (y) 
aſjray. 3 * 


( This i myſtical Loon "Gm them 
eo, 27 515 e by, Aid be fog 
much as their irs W one W 

other: The Ceremony of Ly 0 the Fire 


8 


is explain d 
(3) When the Woman goes * 


ven- 


0 31 
Thoſe of Cumana, before they marry 
_ their Daughters, ſend them into the pub- 
ck Piazza's, that they may by Canver- 
- fation learn the Burthens and { z ) Duties 
of Matrimony. The Perſons of Note, 
and the Rich, marry many Women at 
pleaſure; take all Travellers to theit 


they like beſt. 


Houſes, they meet in the Roads, and 
let them enjoy thoſe of their (4) Wires 


In (a) Paria they may baue pox 1 


Wives ; but one is 

Miſtreſs of the (a), Paria is @ run 
Houſe, and Com- . Tews ** 7 
mands the others. tb Sea, and = the 
Thoſe of the-mean- | — * * 


eſt Condition, have 


at leaſt two or three: And chey may al | 


when their Wives begin to grqw Qld, 
turn them off, and take others younger. 


Young,, and from them they E all ne 
wand Arts. 1 
if — 1 Ihe 


The Prieſts teach them when they are 


- , GS a \ * 
: 


1 may 3 Capital 


A but: be more fatal arr 


Wome ) Thap-aramore calily.learntahag 
ba he 5 * 
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The (3) Caribbees uſe the ſame Cu- 
75 n ow; * on the 
(b) The Caribbees, = Wedding Day, and 
Guy us ef many Days after, 
2 — eee racy _ their 
1% % n Rico Porto, Wives, With great 
Wannen Noiſe and 1 
dance, into the Woods, where they Hunt, 
and (4) kill all they meet with. | 
The Topinanbous, Inhabitants of Brafil, 
in the Southern America, have no other 
Regard in their 5 but to Aﬀe- 
nity in the firſt Degree, becauſe from the 
Second they may Marry all their Rela- 
tions. They allow Polygamy, which 
gives them the Repute of being Brave 
and Rich. The Partiality they ſhew to 
one more than another, makes not the 
other jealous ; and they live all very 
peaceably. As to the Ceremonies; He 
that has a mind to a young Woman, ſeeks 
her of het Father, and next Relation; 
and when he has obtain'd Conſent, leads 
her home, and ſhe becomes his Wife. 
They promiſe their Sons in their Child- 
hood; and when at Vears, they are 
bound to ſtand to the Will of their Pa- 
rents. Vet the Husband may caſt off 
his Wife upon any great Diſtaſte; as 
ſhe may alſo, on the like Occaſion; = 


it. ttt. cm. * — 
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(b) A cruel Cuſtom of inuring their Wives to 
Rapines, Murder and Bloodſhed. 
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ling. him plainly, ſhe leaves him; to'ſeck 
another more civil Husband : And theſe 
Separations, do not ſubject them to any 
(c Reſentment. _ 
In (a) Peru they had many Wives be- 
fore they were Ro- 


man Catholicks ; yet a) nt 
try in South America, af- 


only one was rec- fein great Plenty of Gold 


kon d lawful. When 2 Silver Mines; and ae 


the Diſcovery, the maſt potent 


they would , marry 
any one, they went 
co. her Houſe, and; with the. Father's 
Conſent, put her on an Otroya, Which is 


a Shooe they uſe, and ſo lead her home. 


When they had a Virgin, the Ottoya was 
of (4) Wool; ; if ſhe had been x 
others before, it was of Ruſhes. All 


the Concubines were bound to honour 


the firſt Wife; and ſhe only, upon the 
Death of her Husband, put on Moaroing 
for a Year, during which time ſhe coul 


not marry again. 
2 . 5 bee _ The 


1052 The frequent, Se arations that ig us d A- 
monglt em u Pon every. li Tirle provocation, makes 


em not ex wh, & fore to live either long or happily 


together : There is nothing i in the Preliminaries 


aa 8 that implies Violence in their De- 
„or application in heir Suit, which leaves the 
Wemag $ Heart too leſs ſenſibl ly danch d, — _ 4 
fore 1 ſuſceptible of Diſgult : 
without affection, they part wi dae Coin . 
g Vegi - moſt barbarous Nations ever ſet molt 


getting it. 


and as the 


to marry, the they did not 


Kingdom in Werners 
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. 
The Putin: and FVuraes, wu live in 
the Province of Santa Croſe, have many 
Wives. There the Niece may marry her 
Uncle: And when the Danghrer is a 
Venr old, the Parents deſignu her an Hus- 
band, who is always her next a- Kin af- 
ter the Second Degree. They go ro Teck 
him; Loney eu 
2 im à (e Ar- 
— n If he rakes them, 
heis. is preſently conducted home as a Son- 
in-Law, where he learns to know and 
manage the Iutereſts of his Bride, till 
ſhe is ar an Age capable to do . When 
a young Man would get him a Wiſe, he 
gors to her Parents, and prefents. them 
a Bundle of (f) Sticks. If they are re- 
Ceed, it is a Sigh che Motion is em- 
brac'd; and che Houſe from that time, is 
leer to bim. Soon after a Woman 3s 
* warried, 


f Z - 
— an 


2 Thers are fo many vices Tales of 
to the Man, and dry: He A con 
meaning Courage and Tnduft 2 de 
implies à Conſent to Fight 1 
1 ee e eur ha 
bl to the Parents of his int Brite, 
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In (a) Guiana, of the 


Qualiy ad richeſt, 
wy 855 
matry two or three er 1 5 r 
e and ofteri rn ch 1 ay . 
re, the Commo- - . Dotch ind Frinchs | 


raky being oblig d 

to one. The other 

Wives are but as Servants to cho kl 
Thoſe who have the Number of 


Women, are moſt eſteem d and reſets 
ed: In other things, they n 
ſort of People, called Drufia, who, by 
ſome, are believ'd” Chriftiays ; bur” in 
— Actions, ate neither Chriftidus, nos 
Jews. Theſe indiſferentiy marry theis 
9m wg, ters, Mothers and Siſters; givin 

r a Reaſon, Thar they have” 
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* no one Wt: forbid them the Uſe of 
their (%) own. They have ſome Feaſts: 
in the Year, when all the Men and Wo- 
men meet together to Divert themſelves. 

There they Feaſt in common; and after 
they have drunk, give a mutual Liber- 
ty to enjoy thoſe Women they like moſt; 

renouncing, on this Occaſion, any Pro- 
priety in their Wiyes. 

The Eaſtern Japorefi, commonly call'd 
Lopes Salvatici, contracts their Marriages 
in the preſence of their Parents and 
; Friends ; the firſt Ceremony being, Stri- 
a gainſt a Stone, out of which he 
that =" the firſt (i) fire come, is e- 
ſteemd the: moſt excellent. The Mar- 


459. * 4 2 „10 290 
9 b) Theſe are OF only Things | that are our 
own, and that we ſhould not uſe that way at leaſt, 
It is not Precept nor prejudice of Education, but 
Nature ſeems very much ſtarted at the very propo- 
Gng it, Parents and Children can t came fogether, 
but'ar a great diſparity of Years, and this over- 
ſight in Policy ſhould render it impracticable 
Byt what ſhall we ſay to the long retain d 4 Cuſtoms 
ol Countries. 
(i) It being reputed a Mark of Vigour, or Skill, 
or elſe an Omen of Good. Luck ; Jorg F ire has been 
the moſt glorified Element of an oy, for God him- 
ſelf appear d in it to Moſes in the Buſh, conducted 
bim, and the Tribes through the Wilderneſs, &c. 0 
oY: many other Inftances may be broughr even 
om as — 5 5 Cain and Abel, for the F Gere, 
ded from rings; 


ven, and conſumed the 
and theſe.I i People left ſuch an 125 upon 


the Eaſtern People, LACS it. ee 
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riage thus Eſtabliſh'd, the Bride, dreſs d 
in Ermin Skins or Sables, is ſet upon 2 


tame Boar, and her eh and Friends 


accompany her to the Cave or Tent, 


( becauſe they have no Houſes nor Ci. 
ties,) ſinging, and wiſhing them Health. 
and Iſſue. The Bridegroom is alſo in 
Bears Skins, or Martins; and from — 
time they live together. They fail not 
Feaſting, and Dancing to ſome Ruſtick. 
Muſick, and to ſing the Praiſes of their. 
Ancient Captains in Verſe; in Memory 
of whom, to bewail their Deaths, theix 
Singing is interrupted, and they lament; 
cry, groan, and caſt themſelves on rhe. 
_ with a Thouſand Contoxſions, 
as deſperate Perſons, for ſome great 
Loſs; after which; they return to their. 
5 and Balls, and end WHINE in 
Fea | 
In the nee Fs of ( a) 2 

nice, When a Man 


. — in South: 
of great Eten n the + 


man, ke demands 


her of her Parents, " South 2h, org a 


in a full Adembly;--- h mort 


and before he — ene if reg 255 


conſent, he tales her, and carries Hr 


id mir with thr deer 
aid, and of this great Veneration 


— and Perfians too, retain 
Fire. 
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_—_ when more Ceremony. The 
+ Coipani her the nett Day to 
(+) Fra e which, the Husband re- 

. ctives What is aſſizn'd him in 


with his Wife, who is bound to extt- 
ciſe 
Life as het Husband does, and to be ne- 
hen The is filke 
ſends 


the lame Trade and Profeſſion of 


vet out of bis ſight: 
to her CDnjugal Duty; het Husband 
her back to her Parents, who ſhave ber; 
A 
| again, ſhe is never more erjo 
n "ng & 
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OR, THE 


Fantaſtick Adventures of Sir 
E— H-— with his Seven - 
WIVES. Written by him- 
ſell in the time of his Cor © 
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HO the Publick i is not At wn con: * 
cern d, eithet in the Misfortunes, 
or Follies, of ſo inconfiderable 4 
Perfon as my ſelf, yer having more lei- 
ſure upon my hands, in this doleful place 
of Solitude, than I well know how to 
diſpo ſe of, the World, I hope; Will for- 
give me for taking this Males to be- 
lle the tedious hours of my Captivity. 
pul as it has been my Fate io 
Seven Times ſhip-wrack'd upon the in- 
voſp pitable Shoar of Matrimony, perhaps 
am better able to deſcribe the Scitua- 
tion and Manners of that Country, than 
the generality of Mankind _can pretend 
8 Who have not made; 15. n, 
| dangerous Voyages thitlicr” as T 42 


"4 
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done. And after all, the very Place I 


am in, at preſent, ſeems to challenge this 


Performance from me ; for Marriage be- 
ing one of the ſevereſt — in 
Nature, no Man can write ſo feelingly 
of it, as he that is actually a Priſoner, 
neieher is any Place ſo proper to give an 
Account af it in as a Goal. | 
' Having made two or three Campaigns 


in Flanders under the famous Mareſchal 
de Turenne, my old Father ſent for me 
home, in order to ſee me Settled in the 
World before he died: For which pur- 
poſe he recommended to me a ſtale an- 
cient Widow, Aged Threeſcore at leaſt ; 
adding, That tho' her Perſon was indif- 
ferent, yet ſhe had abundance of Wealth 
to atone. Fo all Defects of Nature. 'Twas 
in vain to remonſtrate to him, what a 
Diſproportion there was between our 
Ages, and conſequently between our Hu- 
mauts and Inclinations. The old Gen- 
tleman reſolved to be Obey d without 
any reſerve, and after the ſaugable Ex- 
ample of moſt Parents, who think it noe 
| Ka to give their Children a Being, 
unleſs they take pains to make it mile» 
rable to them, Sacrific'd his Eldeſt Son rg 
his own ſordid Avarice, | 
It would look like ill. nature to at- 
rempt a thorough Deſeription of m 


&'s Per; and therefore I ſha 
I on, 5 


15 


* 
A K 7 
3 8 
. 6 „„ 


6439 

wave it, becauſe all Women would be 
Young and Handſome if it lay in theie 
power ; and 'tis no fault of theirs, that 
cither Nature or Old Age give them De- 
formity or Wrinkles. Oaly this give 
me leave to obſerve, that never were Bo- 

dy and Soul better match'd than in hee: 
Tho' ber Hide was as tough as Buff, and 
boaſted the ſame delicious Complexion, 
yet her Soul was tougher, and more oh- 
ſtinate. She inſiſted everlaſtingly upon 


the Prerogative of her Age, and told me 


Young. Men ought to be obſcquious c 
Perſons of Experience. 
Qualificaion, 


Among her other noble 
which time daily, diſcover'd to mo, the 
Was — alles of cool Nants, and 
other Strong Liquors ; and, for my part, 
I was ſo far from checking this com- 
mendable Humgur, that Þ endeavour, a” 
all I cou'd, to encourage it. I, under- _ 
hand, procur d the Curate of the Pariſh; 
who. low d Guzzling better than Pray- 
ing, and an old red-nos'd; Widwiſe in 
tha Neighbourhood, to ply her with con- 
ſtant Viſits; and theſe. two faithful A. 

ol. mine ia eſſectually diſi 4 
b Comma that, in two Month 


my Spouſe. into. a 


Drapy, wi þ, being arrenged byca com- 


ban Hons tn. E many" dota hoc 


* 
2017 1 and 
1 04 © 

. . RF 

- * 


n _— * w 
— — — — ty. es ] wA ˙ — 
— — — 
1 
* 


— — = = 
— 
= w—_ _—— 


( 145 ) 
and ſent her to her Worſhipful Ance- 
ſtor s. . 
Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the plea- 
ſure and ſatis faction I found in my ſelf, 
when I was got rid of this ſuperannua- 
ted Piece of Houſhold-ſtuff. I fancied 
the whole face of Nature more delight- 
ful and agreeable than before, my 
Dreams were happy and fortunate, eve- 
ry Glaſs of Wine, and every Diſh of 
Meat ſeem'd to carry a new flavour with 
it. In ſhort, I was ſo pleas d with the 
Happineſs of my Condition, that I reſolv d 
to alter it upon noConſideration whatever, 
nor tempt Providence, by leaping into 
the ſame Gul ph a ſecond time. But whe- 
ther Heaven deſign'd to humble me for 


the Sins of my Family, or give me a 


new Opportunity to exerciſe my Patience, 


I chanced, not long after, to be Invited 


to a certain Aſſembly, where I ſaw one 
of the moſt charming young Creatures 
in the Univerſe. What need I enlarge 
upon every particular? I loy'd her, and 
to that violent. degree, that tho' her-Fa- 
mily and Fortune were infinitely inferior 
to mine, and my Relations had offer d 
me twenty and twenty Matches, that 
would have been much more Advanta- 


2 to me, yet hurried on by the leſt- 


- 
* 
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* 
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anded Planet that preſided over my Na- 
fivity, and deaf to all the Repreſenta- 
2 | — 
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tions of my Friends, who all advisd me 
againſt this accurſed Conjunction, I was 
the ſecond time berray'd into the Snare 
of Matrimony. | 

I had flatter'd my ſelf all along, chat 
this young Woman, whom, like a Cox- 
comb as I was, I took for an Angel in- 
carnate, would not pretend to Rule the 
Roaſt and Domineer, as perhaps one of 
equal Quality with my ſelf might do, 
but make up in Affection, Duty, Sub- 
miſſion, and other Conjugal Virtues, what 
ſhe wanted in Fortune, 

Bur, alaſs ! a little time convinc d me, 
that 1 reckon d all this while without my 
Hoſt; for this demure, mealy-mouth'd 
Baggage, who I expected would have 
been a ſecond patient Griſe/, prov'd the 
moſtTermagant,il|l-condition'd Fury, that 
ever rebell'd againſt her Lord and Sove- 
raign. She talk'd me deaf all Day, the 
ſame Perſecution ſhe continu'd to me all 
Night. Nay, ſo impertinent was ſhe'of 
her Tongue, that ſhe'd Scold even wben 
the Rites of Love were performing, at 
which favourable Moment the very Wotſt 
of her Sex are content to reg their Re- 
ſentments. N 

One while ſhe wou' d perſecute me 
for a new Gown and Petticoat, another 


while for a new Set of Haian Furniture. E 


Ths b were not of the 


neweſt LY 
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neweſt Mode, the Stair-Caſe was dark, 
the Parlor-roof too low. In ſhort, I muſt 


pluck down the whole Houſe to ſatisfy 


er Vanity. Beſides, ſhe expected every 


minute when ſhe muſt Cry out, and was 
T ſuch a Fool as to believe ſhe would 


diſgrace her ſelf ſo far, as to Lye in a 
Bed that was contemporary to Farthin- 


gals, and had been made in the Reign of 


Queen Elizabeth? 
For ſome time 1 bore this inſolent 


Language with all the Patience I was 


maſter of, hoping the Humour would 
dry up of it {elf : But as I found no 
ood ſucceſs from it, I refoly'd to give 
as good as ſhe brought, and ſo when- 
ever ſhe began to ring the Changes 
with her never-failing Female Clack, 1 
was as obſtreperous on my fide, and 


* 


pour d a broad - ſide upon her. But I 


ſoon became ſenſible that a married Man 


had as good run his head againſt a 
Brick Wall, as engage with a Woman in 
her own Element of Scolding, for which 


reaſon I refolvd to alter my men- 
ſures. nn, + 

The next time ſhe attack d me with 
her matrimonial Rhetoric, I replied not 
one Syllable either good or bad, but 
walk d unconcern'd about the Room, and 


either Whiſtled, or humm'd a Tune to 
my ſelf. This unexpected Ness 
5 B her 


Err 
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her Eloquence put her into ſuch an ex- 
traordinary ferment, that her Paſſion had 
like to have choak d her. She invok'd 
Heaven and Hell to her aſſiſtance; ſhe 
wiſh'd herſelf fifty Foot under ground 
when the Parſon join d her to ſo batha- 
rous a Tyrant; ſhe murder'd her Lap- 
Dog and Parrot in her fury, and ſwear- 
ing ſhe would never come within the 
ſame Sheets with me ; walk'd all Night. 
about my Bed, like the Alderman's fool- 
iſh Wife in the London Cuckolds, 1 

Finding the admirable ſucceſs of this 
Preſcription, I determin d to continue it 
to my poor Wife till I had effectually 
Curd her, which, to the honour of my 
new DoCtorſhip, | ſoon perform'd\ z for 
ſo concern d was the virtuous Spouſe of 
my Boſom, to ſee that her Tongue-Ar- 
tillery made not the leaſt impreſſion up- 
on the Fortreſs of my Heart, that in a 
little time the impatience of ber Nature 


fretted her into a Conſumption ; and 


thus Heav'n, of its infinite mercy, was 
once more pleas'd to reſtore me to N 
natural Liberty. 

One would reaſonably conclude now, 
that a Man who had the ill Luck to be 
ſucceſſively Married to ſuch a Brace. of 


Devils; and che good Luck to get rid of 


them ſo heal, would folemply | for» 
1. ar Marriage, and * wicked Works, 


for 
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for the time to come. I did ſo, but a- 
laſs ! What ſignifies it to contend with 
Fate? For the Devil of Love, who never 
fails to lay Lime-twigs in the way of 
the Righteous, ſhow'd me a Country 
Baronet's Daughter at the Opera, whole 
Name was Melauiſſa, Beautcous to a mi- 
racle, and Charming beyond expreſſion. 
One Look of her made an entire Con- 
queſt of my heart, and daſh'd all my 
noble Reſolutions to pieces. I languiſhd, 
I figh'd for her, nay, I Rhim d and Ver- 
ſify d for her. To conclude, I was upon 
the brink of deſpair to obtain her, and 
within a fortnight after the Conſumma- 
tion of our Marriage, was as impatient 
and uneaſy to free my ſelf from her nau- 
ſeous Embraces. | 
Had Nature taken as much pains in 
framing her Soul, as ſhe took in moul- 
ding her Exterior Form, I had certainly 
been the happieſt Husband in the Uni- 
verſe. But as a fooliſh awkward Wo- 
man cannot fail of growing deſpicable, 
let her Out: ſide be never ſo bewitching, 
ſo ſoon as ever the edge of the Appe- 
tite is rebated by Enjoyment, I found, 
to my ſorrow, that Melaniſſa had none of 
thoſe | Charms which I fancied her ſo 
plentifully poſſeſs d of at firſt, ſo that 
for all the Comfort I found either in the 
Management of her Family, or in her 
Conyer- 
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Converſation, I might as well have link'd 
my ſelf to a painted Baby, or offer'd 
Courtſhip to Fygmalion's Statue. 

Other People may wiſh their Wives 
largely ſtock'd with Virtue and Religion, 
for my part I am not ſo impudent to ask 
any Miracles of Heaven, but ſhould be 
very well content, in this degenerate . 
Age, if mine had only Pride, attended 
with a convenient ſprightlineſs of Wit. 
A little fooliſh Sophiſtry may cheat, and 
impoſe upon a Woman's Virtue, and 
two or three Texts of Scripture, diſcreet- 
ly manag'd by a Gallant, may demoliſh 
her Religion. But Pride is an impreg- 
nable Cittadel, which is neither to be 
taken by down- right Storming, nor un- 
der- hand Treachery. A Lady that has 
Pride, that is ro ſay, that has a juſt Va- 
lue for her ſelf, ſcorns to violate her ho- 
nour, becauſe ſhe ſcorns to leave it in 
any Man's power to inſult her, and this 
proves a never- failing Security to her, 
when her Virtue and Religion are' bea- 
ten out of the field. And then I would 
have my Wife miſtreſs of a convenient 
ſprightlineſs of Wit, both to humble 
impertinent Coxcombs upon occaſion, as 
alſo to keep Love alive, and give it a 
new Motion, when Enjoyment, and long 
Cohabitation have lull d it a ſleep: 
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'T can't tell whether ſhe did me-the 
Honour to make me a Cuckald, or no ; 
but this I am ſure of, that her undiſcreet 
Conduct made not only my ſelf, but all 
the Neighbourhood, conclude me to be 
one of that numerous Claſs, which was 
all one as if ſhe had actually beſtow'd 
that Favour upon me. To make ſhort 
of my ſtory, never was poor Priſoner ſo 
fick of his Chains as I was of mine, and 
when I was reduc d to the extremity of 
Deſpair, neither knowing how, or when, 
I ſhould be releas'd our of my Captivi- 
ty, Providence was pleas d to Unty this 
Gordian Knot for me, by taking her off 
in Child-birth. | | 
As I had now, to my great regret and 
ſorrow, hazarded my whole Stake upon 
two young Women, and been equally 
diſappointed by both, I came to this Reſo- 
lution, That if ever my Inclination, or my 
Fate, ſhou'd throw me upon this ſlippery 
State again, it would be much more ad- 
viſeable for me to pitch upon ſome ſo- 
ber middle-aged Matton, that had feen 
the World, and managed the Concerns 
of a Family, than ſuffer my ſelf to be 
wheedled into Matrimony by ſome raw 
unexperienc d Creature, and truck the 
Repoſe and Tranquility of my Whole 
Life to a little inſigniſicant White and 
Red, which is ſeldom long · liv d. = 
S169] 2 While 
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While I was employ d by theſe noble 
Thoughts, fome of my Relations re- 
commended me to an Adyocate's Widow, 
whoſe Husband had left her prodigiouſ- 
ly rich. Not to conceal my Infirmities 
from the World, I muſt freely own, that 
ir was not the agreeableneſs of her Per- 
ſon, nor the merit of her Reputation, 
that once more prevail d with me to 
part with my Liberty, but I had a Won- 
dertyl Itching upon me to be fingering 
of her Bags, and diſpoſing of her dirty 
Acres. A Woman worth Twenty Thou- 
ſand Pounds, as this Widow was, had 
Twenty Thouſand Charms about her: 
Now, how was it poſſible for any ſingle 
Man to reſiſt Twenty Thouſand Charms 
that were current Money all the World 
over from London to Japan? _ © 

About a fortnight after our Marriage, 
I deſir d her to let me have the peruſing 
of her Bonds, and orher Papers, that we 
might manage every thing to our beſt 
Advantage. How, cry'd ſhe, in a furt- 
ous Tone, to our beſt Advantage, what 
Devil was it put it into thy Noddle to 
think I would comply with any ſuch 
* Propoſal? What! I part with my Bonds 
and my Papers! No, Ile ſooner ng 
with my Head. My late Husband (God 
* reſt his Soul ) adviſed me never to give 


{ the Staff out of my own hands, and 


| 
| 
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who (to thy face I tell it thee ) under- 


© gle-tail'd Counſellor of them all, that 


| (49F 
* do'ſt thou think I am fo damn'd a Fool 
© ro neglect ſuch a Husband's Advice, 


*ſtood the Law as well as ever a dag- 


dumb founded the Truth with Lungs of 
© Leather, and Front of Braſs in Weſtmin- 


© ter Hall. | 


In fine, Matters came to ſuch a pitch 
at laſt, that ſne would neither Eat, nor 
Drink, nor go to Bed, unleſs I could 
ſhow her Law for't; nay, if I ask'd her 


to accompany me to Church, ſhe {till 


demanded a Preſident. Law it was ſhe 
wou'd be Govern'd by, and ſhe would 
ſtand and fall by the Law. Since I found 
her upon this Strain, I'reſolved to give 
my Gentlewoman her Bellyful of what 
ſhe lov'd ; ſo to Law we went, I lugg'd 
at one end of her Eſtate, and the lugg'd 
at the other. After ſeveral expenſive 
Trials twas my good fortune, or rather 
the merit of my Fees, to Caſt her, up- 
on which ſucceſs I immediately cur down 
a pretty Rookery, and Grove of Trees 


| adjoining to her Houſe, whoſe untimely 


Lopping ſhe cook ſo exceedingly to heart, 


that ſhe pin'd away herſelf to à Skele- 


ton, and I was ſo nicely Conſcientious, 
as te make her Coffin of one of thoſe 


beloved Trees that had occaſion d her 


Death. er 
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Tho' this litigious pettifogging frrknle 
Limb of rhe Law, this ſecond Edition of 


Widow Blackacre with Additions and i” R 


mendments, had -prov'd ſuch a curſed 
Thorn in my foot, yet, like poor Loſers 
at the Royal Oak Lottery, that {till Game 
on with an expectation of making up 
their Loſſes, the ſame numerical. Devil 
that had ſo often palm'd a bad Wife up- 
on me, whiſper'd me, as I thought; in 
the Ear, thar his Malice was now over, 
and that my next Election ſhould ſucceed 
to my heart's deſire. 

As Fortune would have ir, I caſt my 
Eyes upon my Lady Gripe-well, the ſad 
and melancholy Relict of my late Lord 
Gripe- well. Her Year of Mourning was 
hardly over, when I made my Addreſ- 
ſes to her. After the uſual Formalities 
were paſt (for Widows like B. ps are 
oblig d, in point of Decency, to refuſe 
once or twice what they moſt earneſtly 
deſire) we were Eccleſiaſtically conglu- 
tinated with a world of Pomp and Mag- 
nificence. This noiſe and hurry 1 liked 


well enough for a few days, but finding 


it ſtill to continue, and carry the ſame, if 
not a greater Expence with it, I made bold 


to remonſtrate to her Ladyſhip, that this 5 


profuſe Way of Living wou ſoon con- 
found my Eſtate, and therefore deſired 
her to reform theſe Extravagances. She 
150 . took | 
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took me up immediately, telling me ſho 
was a Perſon of Quality, and would al- 
ways live like one, in ſhort, that ſhe 
wou'd not diſgrace het Family, nor mine, 
and what Entertainments ſhe gave, was 
all for my Reputation. 

Well, the Devil take this word Qua/zty, 
for it was thunder d into my Ears a Thou- 
ſand times a day. For Inſtance, if I told 

her *ewas Indecent to ftay out ſo late 
a Nights, ſhe anſwer d, 'twas the way of 
perſons of Quality ; if ] deſired her to 
leave off Borrowing of Money of fine 
Gentlemen, and frequenting the Baſſet- 
Table, why all Perſons of Quality did 
the ſame. In ſhort, whatever Irregula- 
rities I rax'd her with, ſhe til! retreated 
into that Inchanted Caſtle call d Quality. 
Not to dwell longer upon ſo ungrateful 
a Subject, her Quality (a Pox confound 
it) run me out of all thoſe vaſt Sums 
which I had got, with ſo much trouble, 
out of my Woman of Law. At laſt Pro- 
vidence commiſerated my condition, and 
made my Spouſe dye a Martyr to that 
Quality, of which ſhe: was ſo fond an 
Idolater, for happening to go one Aſter- 
.- noon with my Lady Tope- much, and her 

two fulſom Daughters, to viſit Sir Henry 
| AlkCrafi's Widdow, the Coach moſt 
| luckily over-fer at the Corner of Chan- 
cery-Lave end, and the old Far e 
4001 ; er 
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her two Plump Daughters, falling upon 
my loving Wife, ſhe broke both her 
Arm and Leg, and Expired next Morn- 
ing. 
Being delivered from this load of 
Quality, I ſung Te Deum within my ſelf, 
and for three Years ſuch a lewd thought 
as that of Matrimony never came into 
my Head, but took my full ſwing. of 
thoſe Innocent Diverſions the Country 
affords. However, the Ghoſt of Matri- 
mony {till haunting me, I unfortunatel 
Relaps'd into my old Diſtemper, and 
was over-perſwaded to marry a grave 
demure Maiden, Aged Thirty five, whoſe 
Character Iwill give you in a few words, 
before I proceed to acquaint how we 
liv'd together. _ | 
She was the Daughter of a Pſalm-/ing- 
ing Alderman, and bred up after the Ciry 
manner, that is,in much Hypocriſy, Ras | 
Affectation, and much Awkwardneſs. She 
deſired to be thought a Perſon of extra- 
ordinary Virtue and Devotion, by the 
ſame token ſhe ſnow d the former by un- 
mercifully railing at all thoſe of her Sex. 
whoſe Reputation was in the leaſt ſuf- 
pected, as ſhe diſcover'd the latter, by 
calling all the Men Atheiſts: She was a 
mighty Lecture - hunter, and wou d run 
ou over any Parſon's Name in the 
own, as volubly as a Welch Bard runs 
| | h Over 
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over a Genealogy ; nay, her Church- 
Intelligence ſtoopt ſo low, as to take 
Cognizance even of the meaneſt Curate 
and Reader. And laſtly, for the Nice 
making her Reſponſes, and at the ſame 
time managing her Patches at Church, no 
Woman in London or Weſtminſter came 
near her. E i: | 

Qur firſt miſunderſtanding was about 


a Chaplain, for ſhe perperually teaz d me 


totake one into my. Family, adding, that 
the Servants would never be-rightly or- 
der d, nor Affairs go regular, unleſs we 
had a Divine in the Houſe to lay it home 
to their Conſciences. Pray, my Lady, 
ſays I to her, Harp no more upon this 
String, you may as ſoon perſuade me to 
maintain a Troop of Dragoons, as a 
Chaplain. What a plague are they good 


for, but to run away with our Daughters, 


and fiſh out the Secrets of our Families : 
Or if they can do us any Service, 'tis 
to take a Stale Chamber-maid, or 4bigal: 
off of our Hands, but for my part, I 
wou'd rather be at the Charge and Scan- 
dal of keeping ten Baſtards than one 
Chaplain. I cou d expect nothing better, 
crys ſhe, from ſo profane and profligate 
a Wretch as thou arte With that ſhe 
flung; out of the Room, and ever after 
kept me as troubleſom a Life with her 


Virtue, as my late Spouſe did Wich her 


Quality, 
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Quality. She ſuſpected me of Intriguing 
with a thouſand Women, 'whoſe Faces 1 
never ſaw. If T appear'd gay and chear- 
ful, why then 1 was going to commence 
a new piece of Gallantry. If Melancho- 

ly, and out of Humour, then 'twas a 
plain Cale the Damoſel had diſappointed 
me; 1o that I have often had it. in my 
head to aſſiſt in a Plot to Cuckold my 
ſelf, that I might have a juſt Prerence to 
inſult her, and Padlock the mouth of her 
ill· naturd clamorous Virtue. Bier 
Many a doleful Hour did I paſs with 
nauſeous mixture of Bigottty and Scan- 
dal, who altho' ſne had Heaven conti- 
nually in her mouth, made me endure a 
continual Hell in her Company. At laſt, 

when I had undergone a ſufficient pur- 
gation for my palt Sins, Heaven was fo 
propirious as to take her off in her own 
Calling; for, going one Sunday morn- 
ing, without her Tippet, to Church, in 
a molt ſevere Froſt, the honeſt Divine, 
(he deſery'd a fat Deanery for his pains) 
who, it ſeems, lov'd to puſh about the 
Glaſs in his Pulpit, as well as without 
it, and was ſo conſc ientious as to give 
his People rather too much than too little 
for their Money, kept them ſo long that 
my Wife got a moſt violent Cold; which, 
in a ſew days confin'd her to her Bed and 
what, 1 ſhall always remember as à moſt 
Shs | ſingular + 
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ſingular mercy to me, was ſeiz d with 
ſo ſeaſonable a hoarſneſs, at leaſt two 
Months before her death, that her Tongue 
could not perform its uſual Office of 
Scolding, which, I dare Swear, did not 
a little contribute to haſten her End. 

I come now to the laſt Scene of my 
Life, which, to my ſhame I own it, dif- 
honours all the other Parts of it. *Tis 
true, I had mer with ſeveral Plagues and 
Croſſes before, but thoſe are not to be 
laid to my Charge; for, as I dont pre- 
tend to Revelation, or the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſy, twas no fault of mine, if a Wo- 
man, who, I believ' d, wou d make a diſ- 
creet obedient Wife, deceiv d my expe- 
ctation. Marriage is a perfect Lottery, 


aland he that will venture his Liberty there, 
muiuſt be contented with his Chance, what- 
© -— evet it proves. 


But nothing can excuſe the Dotage of 


an old Man, who will be lighting Z 


men's Torches, when he ought to prepare 
thoſe for his Funeral, and has the. Impu- 
dence to take a blooming young Crea». 
ture into his Bed, when the Grave gapes 
every moment for him, knows himſelf 
uncapable of obliging her. Can any 
thing be ſo' ridiculous as to pretend to 
Attack a Fortreſs when one's Cannon is 


Nail'd up; or to venture into Love's 
Ocean, when the Rudder that ebnete 
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the Ship is diſabled? As an old Fellow 
cannot be inſenſible of his Imbecillity, 
he is unjuſt to himſelf in the firſt place, 
for offering to lay heavy Taxes upon 
Nature, when ſhe has not a Farthing to 
pay them; and in the next to his 
Spouſe, for ſhamming falſe Bills upon 
her that hath bcen long ago proteſted. 
This was my own Cate. I knew my 
ſelf exhauſted, and unfit for Action; I 
found my Vigour all gone, and nothing 
left me but impotent Deſires, and à vain 
Imagination. All this I knew perfectly 
well; for let the Man be what he will, 
his Conſtitution never plays the Hypo- 
crite with him, and yet by the commen 
fate of old Lovers, who think to attone 
for the. imbecillity of Nature by their 
Bribes and Prodigality, I was ſo ohſti- 
nate a Sot as to Link my felf ro a your _ 
Damoſel of Sixteen in the Sixty fourth * 
Year of my Age. Tis true, the rich 
Cloaths, and other fine Things I preſen- 
ted her with, her Noble Equi and 
Retinue, but above all the Title of Lady 
ſooth'd her Vanity for a little time, and 
made her forget my Impotence ; bur 
when Youth, in conjunction with Na- 
ture, call'd upon me to relieve her more 
preſſing Neceſſities, then it was ſne be- 
gan truly to diſplay herſelf. As Chains, 
tho made of the pureſt Gold, are 3 
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ſtill, ſo Impotence, tho we endeavour 
to diſguiſe it with fine Coaches, rich Li- 
veries, charming Muſick, and the like, 
yer all the while tis Impotence, which 
is a Sin never to be forgiven, and of all 
Difappointments, certainly that of Love 
is the moſt mortifying. To conclude this 
doleful Tragedy, in a few Months I 
found my Houſe until'd, my loving Wife 
elop'd, I was ready to hang my {elf for 
her, ſent for her home again; ſhe Elop'd 
the ſecond time, I receiv'd her the ſe- 
cond time: After which Peace, the and 
her Mother, her Grandmother and God- 
mother made me Drunk, I paſs d over 
my Eſtate to her, and am now in a 
Priſon, - fe 
Learn by my Fate, you Fumblers of Threeſcore, 
Aud think on Hymen's ſacred Rites no more. 
In vain your Stores and uſeleſs M. ealth you ſhow 
WhileVenus knows you re Bankrupts all below. 
Tour Bags can't ſatisfy the craving Maid, 
For Love in Specie will be always paid. 
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An Epigram upon Marriage. 


* maritali qui tradidit ora capiſtro, 
Odit feſtivi gaudia ſacra tort ? 
Unde Dioneam percurrere juſſus arenam 
Cum femori conjux conſerit alma femur, 
Friget, & ad nullum ſurgit certamen amoris. 
Sed jacet ut nimio planta peruſta gelu. 
Vividus atq; alacris ruit hæc in prælia, fructus 
Qui illicito carpit, Cypria diva, tuos. 
Nempe animum laſſat vilis faciliſq; voluptas 
Sed vetita aſſuevit gratior eſſe Venus. 
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(halter, 
Hy does the Wretch, that's noos d in Marriage 


In paying of Love's dues ſo often falter? 
Why, when his eager Spouſe claps Thigh to Thigh, $ 


And urges on the ſtupid Sot to Foy, 

Does be decline the Sport, and creſt-faln lye ? | 
All Flame aud Life, into Love s Liſts he abe, 
Whom gen 'rous Luſt, and not dull Duty puſhes, 

_ * Cheap eaſy Pleaſure jades the Appetite, © 

I. your ſtol'n Love affords the beſt Delight, 
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